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The City of Baltimore, especially the Inner Harbor, suffered from heavy wind and rain, which resulted in damage and floodi 


By ASHLEY EMERY 
News & Features Editor 


Post-tropical cyclone 
Sandy struck the city of Bal- 
timore with 60 mph winds 
and _ torrential 
past weekend. The Univer- 
sity cancelled all classes on 
Monday, Oct. 29 and Tues- 
day, Oct. 30 due to potential 
safety hazards caused by 
the extreme weather. 

“All of the facilities, peo- 
ple, and security worked 
tirelessly before and 


rain this ° 


throughout the storm pre- 
paring ahead of time and 
responding as the storm 
occurred. The University 
made the decision to close 
on Monday and Tuesday 
to protect the well-being of 
members of the community. 
As you are aware this was 
a tremendous storm with 
much potential danger. It 
was in everybody’s best in- 
terest to be out and about as 
little as possible’’” Dean of 
Student Life Susan Boswell 
wrote in an email to The 


News-Letter. 

No injuries were sus- 
tained during the storm, 
and the Homewood cam- 
pus never lost power. Wind 
damage was manifested in 
a few downed trees on cam- 
pus but no further devasta- 
tion. 

The University prepared 
thoroughly for the storm. In 
the event that the University 
or surrounding off-campus 
housing locations lost pow- 
er, Levering Hall was to 
serve as the center for post- 


MSE speaker postponed due to weather 


By ANDREA 
MICHALOWSKY 
Staff Writer 


The Milton S. Eisen- 
hower Symposium has 
postponed its event fea- 
turing author and legal 
analyst Jeffrey Toobin 
due to Hurricane Sandy, 
which hit the region pri- 
or to Toobin’s scheduled 
appearance on Tuesday 
night. 

A date for his resched- 
uled speech has not yet 
been chosen. 

The decision was made 
on Sunday, after forecasts 
for Sandy projected that 
the storm would make 
landfall along the mid-At- 
lantic coast. 


“We decided that given 


the storm’s path, it would 
be unsafe for Mr. Toobin 
to travel here, and for at- 


tendees to travel to Shriver 
[Hall]/” junior Chris Alva- 
rez, Co-Chair of the 2012 
Symposium, said. 

Toobin supported the 
decision and is now work- 
ing with the Symposium’s 
chairs to find a suitable time 
to reschedule. Alvarez said 
that the event will ideally 
occur before Thanksgiving. 
The staff is looking for a 
time when both Toobin and 
Shriver Hall are available, 
and when no other major 
events are taking place on 
campus. 

The Symposium initially 
chose Toobin to speak in 
light of the heated politics 
of the season. 

“MSE always tries to 
bring many different view- 
points, and we thought, 
given the election, Mr. 
Toobin would be a great 
speaker,” Alvarez said. 


Mr. Toobin is a senior an- 
alyst at CNN and writes for 
The New Yorker. He has also 
authored six books, includ- 
ing The Nine: Inside the World 
of the Supreme Court, which 
received several awards. His 
most recent book, The Oath: 
The Obama White House and 
the Supreme Court was re- 
leased on Sept. 18 this year. 

The Symposium’s theme 
is the “Power of the Indi- 
vidual: How One Voice Can 
Change the World.” 

Toobin will contribute to 
the overall message of this 
theme. 

“(He will be] supplying 
his own vision, and what he 
really thinks about the elec- 
tion.” 

Toobin hopes to discuss 
with Hopkins his most re- 
cent book, as well as the 
Obama administration, 
Alvarez said. 
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storm student services. 
In the event that power 


outages persisted, the Ralph | 
Recreation | 


5. _O’Connor 
Center offered showers, 
shelter and a limited num- 
ber of cots for students not 
in University housing who 
need refuge from their cur- 
rent residence. 

Throughout the storm, 
the University strove to 
maintain all amenities for 
students. Dining remained 
open with limited hours. 

“The dining center will 
be open until the storm 
gets to a point that it’s un- 
safe to be outside. 


The Fresh Food Cafe and 
Nolan’s will be open until 
it’s otherwise unsafe,” Ex- 
ecutive Director of Com- 
munications and Public Af 
fairs Dennis O’Shea said on 
Monday, before the worst of 
the storm hit. “Services that 
are essential, including food 
services, will go on as long 
as possible. 

In the wake of the storm’s 
setbacks, the University now 
must deal with the repercus- 
sions of the cancellations on 
the academic calendar. 

“We are still explor- 
ing how best to make-up 
missed classes,” Dean of 
Academic Services Joshua 
McIntosh wrote in an email 
to The News-Letter. “There 
will likely be shared stan- 
dards established with the 
WSE and the KSAS and 
then we will also provide 
faculty with the flexibility 
of determining how best 
to make-up their missed 
classes within these shared 
standards.” 


SRA 


Lever- | 
| ing will certainly be closed. 
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ng of the streets. Buildings on the Homewood campus had leaks but did not lose power. 


Sandy impacts academic calendar, campus Storm causes leakages 


in dorms, apartments 


By MARY KATHERINE 
ATKINS 


News & Features Editor 
While Hopkins _ re- 
mained relatively un- 


scathed from post-tropi- 
cal cyclone Sandy, several 
residence halls, Charles 
Commons in particular, 
suffered from leaking 
problems as a result of the 
storm. Hopkins’s employ- 
ees were able to deal with 
the minor damages rela- 
tively quickly, however. 

“When there is a storm 
as powerful as Hurri- 
cane Sandy, there will 
be leaks from the high 
winds, gusts and_hori- 
zontal rain,” Tracey An- 
gel, Director of Housing 
and Conference Services, 
wrote in an email to The 
News-Letter. 

Sophomore Erik Jor- 
gensen, a Charles Com- 


mons resident, experi- 
enced leaking in his dorm 
room. Jorgensen used 


trash cans to quell the 
leaking and to prevent it 
from damaging the room. 
He noted that Hopkins 
security was quick to re- 
spond. 

“We called the security 
and they had people come 
up and put bags on the 
windows and collect all 
the water in trash cans,” 
Jorgensen said. “They 
came back several times 
because they needed to 
clean up water on the 
floors and stuff.” 

Freshman Taylor Ales- 


a eer, 
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sio also thought that staff 
members were very help- 
ful in dealing with the 
flooding in the AMRs. 

“You just have to con- 
tact maintenance, and 
they’ve been very helpful 
and responded quickly,” 
Alessio wrote in an email 
to The News-Letter. 

The University pre- 
pared for the storm by 
checking emergency gen- 
erators, clearing drains 
and sandbagging certain 
areas that were vulner- 
able to the storm. 

“Preparation for such 
an event goes on for days 
prior to the event occur- 
ring,” Angel wrote. 

Additionally, the 
Housing Staff remained 
on campus throughout 
Monday night to respond 
to calls from Security 
pertaining to hurricane- 
related issues. Since the 
storm has passed, the 
Housing Staff and Secu- 
rity have worked to en- 
sure that buildings are 
repaired and that areas 
where leaking occurred 
are drying. 

“For any: issues that 
involved a scope beyond 
what could be done inter- 
nally, expertise from off 
-campus is being called in 
to assist,” Angel wrote. 

In addition to repairing 
damages, the University 
hopes to learn how to bet- 
ter protect facilities from 
future storms. 

“There is also work 
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Hurricane Sandy fails to keep students from casting their early ballots | e 


By NICOLE ZIEGLER 
Stal? Writer 


The Hopkins College 
Democrats took 20. stu- 
dents to the polls on Sun- 
day for early voting in the 
2012 This gave 
students, especially those 
with busy schedules on 
Election Day, the opportu- 
nity to cast their ballots in 
advance. 


election. 
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College Dems bring voters to polls 


Marriage Equality, we reg- 
istered about 600 people 
to vote in Maryland this 
year, but a lot of students 
ab- 
ballots from. their 
home states.” 

Students usually de- 
cide to vote in Maryland 
if they come from 
idly blue or red state. This 
is especially important to 
students from solidly blue 


are choosing to do 


sentee 


a sol- 


“This was better than states because Marriage 
I anticipated, considering Equality and the Dream 
Sandy was Act are 
just around both on 
the corner on Voting is pret- the ballot 
Sunday after- : in Mary- 
noon,” Junior ty split amon?  jand. 
Matte Hopkins students’... .>1"<* 
Co-President | both New 
of the College in terms of voting York and 
Democrats, .- : Mary- 
wrote in an 1 Maryland OF 1M Jand are 
‘mail to The their home states. both  sol- 
News-Letter. idly blue 

There are LEAH BARRESI, states, | 
several ben- decided 
efits to early SOPHOMORE to vote 
voting. in Mary- 

“A lot of Band .< 


people work full time dur- 
ing the week and find it 
hard to get away from the 
office to make a trip to the 
polls,” sophomore Leah 
Barresi, the College Demo- 
crats Chair of Fundraising 
and Chair of Campaigns, 
wrote in an email to The 
News-Letter. “If you choose 
to vote early you can vote 
on your day off or on the 
weekend.” 

Additionally, early vot- 
ing provides the presi- 
dential candidates, as 
well as political analysts, 
some clues toward the 
outcomes of swing states 
such as Iowa, Florida and 
Ohio. 


land residents or to com- 
plete absentee ballots from 
their home states. 

“Voting is pretty split 
among Hopkins students 
in terms of voting in 
Maryland or in their home 
states,” Barresi wrote. “In 
tandem with Maryland for 


freshman Meaghan Cof- 
fey said. “This is because 
it gives me the opportuni- 
ty to vote for important is- 
sues like the legalization 
of gay marriage and the 
passage of the Dream Act. 
Both of those issues are 
common sense to me, 
I'm jumping at the chance 
to do my part for equal 
rights.” 

Students from swing 
states typically choose to 
vote absentee so that they 
can make a greater differ- 
ence at home. 

“T wanted to hold on to 
my Coloradan identity,” 
freshman Gen Crawford 
said. “It feels better voting 


so 


on matters thee affect my 


eee Gi : 
pout” 29 — 
Sophomore Carrie 
Resnick stressed the im- 
portance of voting re- 
gardless of whether or 
not a student belongs to a 
swing state. 
“AK lot of students tend 
to think that their vote 


doesn’t matter if they don’t 
but 
in terms of these state is- 


vote in a swing state, 
vote is really 
important, which is why 
the Hopkins 
have put so much empha- 
and 
voting in general,” Resn- 
ick wrote in an e-mail to 
The News-Letter. 

campus, — stu- 
dents are concerned with 
a broad range of issues in 


sues, every 


Democrats 


sis on early voting 


Ac ross 


this year’s election. 

that 
most students right now 
are concerned about the 
economy and 
sues such as gay marriage. 
Health care and women’s 
rights are also on a lot of 
student’s minds,” Barresi 
wrote. “For me, I’m most 
concerned about health 
care, especially for wom- 
en, women’s rights, mar- 
riage equality, and other 
social issues like the free- 
dom to choose.” 

Question 6 is af- 
firmed by voters, it will 
be the first time marriage 
equality was upheld in an 
election, which is incred- 
ibly important for the fu- 
ture of human rights in 
America,” Resnick wrote. 
“In terms of the presiden- 
tial election, | am very 
concerned with women’s 
rights, especially in re- 
gards to health care access 
and equality, and thus, I 
am concerned about the 
Affordable Care Act not 
being overturned, among 
many other issues.” 

Political activism has 
been increasing on campus 
with the upcoming elec- 
tion. There were regularly 
large turnouts for screen- 


“IT would = say 


social is- 


the nolitically active 
people with College 
Democrats and _ that’s | 


been a great experience. 
I wouldn’t say it’s a po- | 
litically-charged or even | 
politically-minded atmo- | 
sphere here,” Coffey said. | 


ings of ihe eens de- | 


| educate Hopkins students 


‘Hurricane ee 


Though in the past, the 
Hopkins Greek commu- 
nity has hosted a three-day 
long Greek Weekend, this 
year, seven days of events 
raised money for a vari- 
ety of charities. Hopkins’ 
Greek Week began on Oct. 
20 and will officially end 
with the Powderpuff game 
on Sunday, Nov. 4. 

Events throughout the 
second half of last week 
included the Delta Xi Phi 
Multicultural Sorority Pen- 
ny Wars, Pi Beta Phi’s I Love 
the 90’s Karaoke Night, Beta 
Theta Pi’s Cornhole Tour- 
nament, the Kappa Cook 
Off, Alpha Phi Casino 
Night, President’s Day of 
Service and the Sigma Chi 
Trivia Night & Greek Week 
Happy Hour. 

The Sorority Powderpuff 
Football game was _ post- 
poned until Nov. 4 due to 


about the different causes 
supported by Greek orga- 
nizations, six of the events 
charged a $5 entrance fee, 
and a Greek Week Pass was 
sold for $20 for entrance to 
all of the events. 

Many Greek Week par- 


_ and sororities, in which stu-_ 
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ticipants have been pre- 
paring for Greek Week 
since the beginning of the 
school year. 

Kappa Kappa Gamma 
en planning for the 

Kappa Cook-Off, which 
was held on Oct. 26, by 
the third week of Septem- 
ber. 

“Hard work was put in 
by all, especially our phi- 
lanthropy chair Hannah 
Decatur,” Kappa Panhel- 
lenic Chair Zoe Kaiser 
wrote in an email to The 
News-Letter. “The event 
could not have happened 
without people like Ra- 
chel Drennen and many 
sisters who graciously vol- 
unteered their time and ef- 
fort, such as our President 
Becca Rosen and Executive 


Board Member Chelsey 
White.” 
The Kappa Cook-Off 


hosts a competition be- 
tween different fraternities 


put on our barbecue every 
year because it’s usually 
very popular and students 
can showcase their great 
baking and cooking skills,” 
Kaiser wrote. 

This year, approximately 
300 people attended the 
Kappa Cook-Off. The atten- 


COU IRTESY OF JENNY CHO 
Several of the University’s fifteen fraternities and sororities hosted events such as the Kappa barbecue. 


Greek Week entertains, raises money 


By LAUREN MARRAZZO 
Staff Writer 


dance was similar to atten- 
dance in previous years. 

Overall, the Kappa 
Cook-Off raised $330 from 
entrance fees and approxi- 
mately $800 from Greek 
Week Passes. All proceeds 
raised go toward the Kappa 
Kappa Gamma Foundation. 

On Friday night, Alpha 
Phi hosted Casino Night 
in the Charles Common 
Ballroom. All proceeds 
went toward the Alpha Phi 
Foundation. The event in- 
cluded a variety of casino 
games, such as blackjack 
and poker. 

While events, such as 
Alpha Phi Casino Night 
and Kappa Cook-Off, have 
been held in the past, oth- 
er events, such as the Beta 
Theta Pi Cornhole Tourna- 
ment were new to Greek 
Week this year. The Corn- 
hole Tournament occurred 
simultaneously with the 
Kappa Cook-Off, encour- 
aging giadenis. to gitend 


_ Tournament, raising “$25 


for the Wounded Warrior 
Project. 

“We look to build this 
event up and make it larger 
in the years to come,” Ju- 
nior Matthew Jorgensen 
wrote in an email to The 
News-Letter. 


Halloween in Fells Point: An annual celebration of costumes and chaos 


By JOHN DUROVSIK 
For The News-Letter 
Traditionally — charac- 


terized by cobbled streets 
and historic, brick town- 
houses, quaint Fells Point 
assumes a more sinister 
and festive role on Hal- 
loween night. Home to 
the largest concentration 
of bars in Baltimore, Fells 
Point attracts a varied 
crowd — included many 
Hopkins students — that 
seeks to celebrate at what 
has become the largest 
Halloween gathering in 
the city. 

Hundreds of people 
gather at local bars and 
restaurants in and around 
Fells Point Square during 
Halloween night. Local 
radio station 98Rock hosts 


an annual costume con- 
test and all attendees are 
encouraged to arrive in 
costume. 

“Most of the city is 
in Fells Point that night. 
There are a lot of cos- 
tumes everywhere, _ it’s 
like a miniature Hallow- 
eentown,” sophomore Brad 
Hunt said. 

Street closures allow pe- 
destrians to navigate freely 
around the Square and 
many businesses remain 
open late to benefit from 
the large crowds. 

“Every store, every bar 
and all the local business- 
es are open,” said Hunt. 
“It is sort of a pub crawl 
type of thing. There are a 
lot of people going in and 
out of the bars.” 

Although the celebra- 


tions in Fells Point attract 
large crowds that stimu- 
late local businesses, inci- 
dents of public urination, 
noise violations and reck- 
lessness brought about 
by intoxication have pro- 
voked the ire of many res- 
idents and visitors alike. 

Partygoers seeking 
alcohol, entertainment 
and atmosphere inundate 
Fells Point Square. How- 
ever, as greater numbers 
of people flock to Fells 
Point each year to partake 
in the festivities, the need 
for increased crowd con- 
trol and law enforcement 
has become more appar- 
ent. 

In a 2010 interview 
with local news station 
WBALTYV, Lt. Col. Garnell 
Green of the Baltimore 


City Police underscored 
the harmful actions of 
the partygoers that have 
drawn criticism from 
many. 

To placate those dis- 
content with the destruc- 
tive nature of the large 
crowds, the Baltimore 
City Police has increased 
its presence in Fells Point 
during the Halloween 
festivities and has under- 
taken extensive measures 
to resolve many pressing 
issues. 

The police have ap- 
proximately two hundred 
officers on duty during the 
event to maintain order. 
The officers utilize cita- 
tions and fines to discour- 
age reckless actions. Addi- 
tionally, over one hundred 
port-o-potties are set up 
as a means to curb 
public urination. 

While many local 
residents view the 
event with disdain, 
local business own- 
ers and workers offer 
a contrasting view. 

“T believe _ it’s 
beneficial for the 
area, it encourages 
people to come to 
Fells Point,” Randy 
Sherman, manager 
of Kooper’s Tavern 
on Thames Street, 
said. “You know, 
when you think 
of Halloween, you 
think of coming to 
the bars.” 

Not only do the 
Halloween celebra- 
tions during Hal- 
loween night and 
Halloween __ week- 
end increase the 
number of visitors 
to the Fells Point 


local busi- 
nesses. 

= Teh iss 
Saturday 
night we 
had a great 
Teleg nt tape 
Sherman 
said. “We 
were up 
40 percent 
over the 
Saturday 
before.” 

Any yet, 
those in- 
volved in 
local . busi- 
nesses. re- 
main sym- 
pathetic 
towards the 
complaints 
of the resi- 
dents and 
attendants. 

“We have 
additional 
security 
come in for 


the week- 
end,” Sher- 
man __ said. 


“Whether it’s Halloween 
or St. Patrick’s Day, all of 
the holidays you associate 
with people going out and 
celebrating, you have an 
increase in disruptive oc- 
currences that don’t hap- 
pen frequently.” 

Matt Zazodny, manag- 
er of the Greene Turtle on 
South Broadway, which 
hosts Halloween parties 


the Saturday before Hal-- 


loween and Halloween 
night, also expressed con- 
cern regarding the mis- 
conduct. 

“To an extent, I think 
its great for business be- 
cause we're packed all 
night,” Zazodny _ said. 
“However, there are pros 
and cons. People do come 


COURTESY OF MARY KATHERINE ATKINS 
Students from Baltimore flock at Fells Point in costume. 


in and get drunk and start 
fights.”' 

And while the after- 
math of Hurricane Sandy 
may threaten the success 
of this year’s Fells Point 
celebrations, many are 
confident that the Hal- 
loween festivities will 
continue unaffected. The 
Student Government As- 
sociation still provided 
buses to and from the area 
for students, like they: ap 
every year. ~ 


_ “It’s frustrating to] 1a\ 


the weather come inabe | 


fore the holiday, but w 
open and we anonst 
ing open at id wee 


the storm,” Sherman said. 


“We have two generé 
up and both our bu Sit 
es will stay open.” — 
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300 undergrads help Baltimore community Undecided voters say 
Hopkins is apolitical 


By ALEXANDRA 


BALLATO 
Stall Writer 

On Saturday. et, 627 
students, alumni faculty 
and staff from Hopkins 


ventured from Homewood 
to participate in the Univer- 
sity’s 4th Annual President's 
Day of Service (PI OS) 

In this annual ey ent or- 
ganized by the Center for 
Social Concern, members 
of the Hopkins commu- 
nity have the Opportunity 
work on various volun- 
teer projects throughout 
Baltimore 

The event was founded 
fifteen years ago as Fresh- 
man _ Involved Day in 
which approximately 200 
students were divvied up 
between 15 sery ice sites. 
The day’s goal was to fa- 
miliarize Hopkins’s new- 
est students with their new 
hometown of Baltimore. In 
2009, when President Ron 
Daniels took the 
event reached a turning 
point. 

Now known as the Pres- 
ident’s Day of Service, the 
program has grown to in- 
volve roughly 800 members 
of our community working 
on numerous projects at 35 
different locations, num- 
bers that have been consis- 
tent over recent years. 

“I think that 800 is a 
great size for our PDOS 
event as it seems to ac- 
commodate our project 
sites well, and is also a 
realistic number for our 
undergraduate students. 
We hope to increase this 
number in the coming 
years, but it will require 
increasing our capacity 
for volunteers,” Kirsten 
Bishop, a Community 


office, 


avid, Veudney, Dueck debate ioreign policy 


By BEN SCHWARTZ 
Staff Writer 


Does President Barack 
Obama deserve to be re- 
elected on the merits of his 
foreign policy decisions? 

That was the question at 
the center of a panel discus- 
sion hosted by the Interna- 
tional Studies Program and 
the JHU Politik in a packed 
Gilman Hall atrium last 
Thursday evening, Oct. 25. 
The speakers, Steven David, 
Professor of Political Science 
and Vice-Dean for Under- 
graduate Education; Daniel 
Deudney, Associate Profes- 
sor of Political Science; and 
Colin Dueck, associate pro- 
fessor of public and interna- 
tional affairs at the George 
Mason University, engaged 
in an energetic give-and- 
take, offering differing as- 
sessments of the Obama 
administration’s _ foreign 
policy and answering wide- 
ranging questions from the 
audience. 

“I think we had 250 peo- 
ple there, which I was very 
pleased with,” senior Jeremy 
Orloff, Editor-in-Chief of 
JHU Politik, said. With bare- 
ly two weeks to go until elec- 
tion day, the standing-room 
only crowd exceeded the 
expectations of both Orloff, 
who moderated the panel 
discussion, and Julia Galan, 
associate director of the In- 
ternational Studies Program. 

“It exceeded our expec- 
tations... I thought we had a 
real discussion, the panelists 
interacted and responded to 
each other throughout the 
event, we covered a wide 
range of topics from three 
fairly different perspec- 
tives. Perhaps the best part 
of the evening was the way 
in which student questions 
drove the discussion for the 
second half,” Orloff said. 

“The event was a huge 
success. I'd like to see Hop- 
kins have more events like 
this, and I was significantly 
impressed by how many 
people came out. Hopkins 
is usually so apolitical, so 
apathetic, so boring, but this 
event definitely impressed 
me with how many stu- 
dents came out as the ques- 

tions they asked and that 


Service Specialist ‘at the 
Center for Social Concern, 
wrote in an email to The 
News-l etter 

This year, the projects 
were 


categorized into 


three areas: beautifica- 


tion, hunger and_ food 
justice and working with 
people the 
main areas of interest that 


PDOS hopes to improve 


These are 


“The purpose of Presi- 


dent's Day of Service is 
for all members of the 
Hopkins community to 
come together to serve 


broader community, 
We truly 
the event as bringing to- 
gether Hopkins and Balti- 
more for one day, but also 


our 


Baltimore see 


encouraging our students 
to go beyond one day of 
service,” Bishop wrote. 
“Through exposure to the 
nonprofit organizations 
that participate in PDOS, 
hope that students 
find causes that inspires 
them to continue to give 
back to our commu nity.” 

Among students, PDOS 
is a positive, rewarding ex- 
perience. Sophomore Nina 
Henage volunteered for 
her second year at PDOS, 
this year witha group from 
Kappa Kappa Gamma. She 
worked at Sarah’s Hope, 
a women’s and children’s 
shelter which feeds, houses 
and counsels the long-term 
homeless women and chil- 
dren. 

“Even though waking 
up early on a Saturday 
morning isn't exactly the 
easiest thing, it definitely 
was and is worth it. While 
we were there, they had 
one of the homeless wom- 
en who is currently liv- 
ing there come share her 
story with us which was 


we 
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Students gather in the Rec Center prior to departing for a day of service 


really touching. It helped 
bring us back to the real- 
ity of how much poverty 
and struggle there is in 
Baltimore. Each year it is 
a meaningful experience 
to get out of the sheltered 
bubble we have here on the 
Hopkins campus and real- 
ly see the reality of this city 
without — sugar-coating,” 
Henage said. 

The projects tackled on 
Saturday were diverse. 

“We had projects that 
varied from volunteering 
at a harvest festival and set- 
ting up for Hauntingdon 
in Remington, to hosting a 
dance workshop for a dance 
studio in East Baltimore, to 
assisting with rebuilding 
and demolition projects to 
allow for community gar- 
dens and development,” 
Bishop wrote. 

“T used to do the same 
type of program for my 
high school. It is important 
to give back to the commu- 
nity, and I never have time 


to do it so this was the per 
fect 
man 


opportunity,” fresh 
Subramaniam 
wrote in an email to The 
News-Letter. “I volunteered 
at Cylburn Arboretum. It 
is a beautiful park, and we 


Leela 


helped clean up the trails.” 

A feeling of accomplish- 
ment and fulfillment was 
felt throughout the body of 
participants, especially in 
response to the apprecia- 
tion that sprang from those 
who were helped. 

“We spoke to the regu- 
lar volunteers and_ they 
said without us they would 
have gotten maybe a 1/4 of 
the amount of work done 
that we did,” Subramani- 
am wrote. 

Hooley worked at the 
Samaritan Women site for 
last year’s PDOS and re- 
members his experience 
there very well. 

The efforts of Hopkins 
volunteers make a direct im- 
pact on the Baltimore com- 
munity, participants said. 


KELLY STANDART/ PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 
Professor Dueck speaks on Obama's foreign policy in the Gilman Atrium. 


most of them stayed there 
the whole time,” senior Ja- 
cob Wildfire said. 

“I've seen both Profes- 
sors David and Deudney 
before, [but] I thought Pro- 
fessor Dueck was a dif- 
ferent perspective and I 
really appreciated that,” 
sophomore Nick Birnbaum 
said. “I love they took the 
effort to find someone who 
thought a little differently.” 

All of the panelists dis- 
missed the controversy over 
the deaths of the U.S. am- 
bassador and three other 
Americans in Libya as be- 
ing peripheral to the Obama 
administration’s _ foreign 
policy while focusing on 
the importance of domestic 
policy to foreign policy and 
broadly agreeing on a wide 
variety of topics. 

“A number of the ques- 
tions from the audience got 
to that point because it is 
really hard to politicize de- 
fense policy and security 
policy. I think the points of 
agreement were analytical 
in nature, for example they 
all agreed that everyone in 
Congress and any admin- 
istration going forward 
is going to support drone 
strikes and a policy of di- 
rected killing. While they 
agreed on their analysis 
they disagreed on whether 
or not it was good or bad 
strategy in the long term,” 
Orloff said. 

“What I like is that I think 
Obama has handled the big 
problems pretty well,” David 


i 


said, giving the Obama ad- 
ministration credit for both 
working with and stand- 
ing up to China, signing a 
new nuclear arms reduction 
treaty with Russia, killing 
Osama bin Laden, enacting 
tough sanctions on Iran and 
for the intervention in Libya, 
while faulting the admin- 
istration for its policy with 
regards to Syria, its lack of 
engagement with the Israeli 
people, and for not ending 
the War in Afghanistan as 
soon as possible. 

Dueck, the more con- 
servative- panelist, faulted 
the Obama administration 
for putting domestic policy 
ahead of foreign policy. 

“The way to retrench is to 
close the gap between capa- 
bilities and commitments, 
which means you either 
have to boost your capabili- 
ties or scale back your com- 
mitments, and in some cases 
Obama has scaled back on 
commitments and_ scaled 
back on capabilities at the 
same time,” Dueck said. 

Deudney, taking a more 
liberal stance, said that the 
Obama _ administrations 
work on nuclear weapons 
proliferation and nuclear 
material containment, put- 
ting climate change on the 
agenda, ending the Iraq 
War, and pushing a sweep- 
ing progressive domestic 
agenda to strengthen the 
United States’ —_ position 
abroad merited more praise. 

“T already knew a: lot 
about it but it gave me a 


‘about Obama’s foreign pol- 


[good] framework to think 


icy [which I didn’t have] in 
the past,” said Birnbaum. “I 
think the questions contrib- | 
uted a lot and fleshed it out | 
more than in the first part.” 
“I would like to say I 
wished they had spoken’ 
more on the expansion or 
limitation of our military. I 
think I heard two opposing 
views specifically dealing 
with the navy and I think 
that would have been an 
interesting conversation to 
be had,” Wildfire said. 
Orloff noted the Univer- 
sity’s support of the event. | 
“In organizing this | 
event, there was an enor- 
mous amount of help from 
the University, from the 
admissions department to | 
the communications de- 
partment we were aided in 
pulling together an event 
in a space that hasn’t been 
previously used for an 
event like this,” Orloff said. 
“Professors David and 
Deudney have done events 
with us in the past, widely 
attended, and this is an 
example of how student 
groups, departments, and 
professors can work togeth- 
er to raise the level of debate 
and discussion on campus,” 
he said. 


| of each candidate,” 
| said. “Some people don’t 


By KATIE 
MALZBENDER 


Copy Editor 


With the 2012 Presi- 
dential election less 
than a week away, many 
Hopkins students have 
already sent in their ab- 
sentee ballots. Amidst a 
bombardment of political 
messaging from _ Presi- 


dent Barack Obama and 
Governor Mitt Romney in 
what has been one of the 
most divisive elections 
in American history, it is 
easy to forget that there 
are voters who have not 

by 
“the 


yet been persuaded 
either campaigns — 
undecideds.” 
According to CNN, un- 
make up 


between 3 and 8 percent 


decided voters 
of the national electorate. 
At Hopkins, that number 
is slightly higher; accord- 
ing to The News-Letter’s 
straw poll, 10 percent of 
Hopkins students are un- 
decided. 

Though this voluntary, 
random sampling is not 
completely conclusive, 
undecided students are 
the minority on campus. 
Despite the relatively few 
undecideds, both candi- 
dates have emphasized 
the importance of this un- 
decided minority in their 
campaigns. Since the 
election will likely come 
down to a margin of far 
less than the percentage 
of undecided voters, they 
may well spell the differ- 
ence between four more 
years of an Obama Presi- 
dency and a Romney vic- 
tory : ‘ 


Senior Cara Kaplan at- 
tributes WHopkins’s rela- 


tively large number of 
undecided voters to what 
she sees as an apolitical 
culture on campus. 

“T think that at Hop- 
kins it can be hard to stay 
informed about politics 
and that unless students 
are willing to put in the 
time, they simply do not 
know all the various pol- 
icy issues and viewpoints 


she 


want to vote unless they 
are informed...but they 
also may not be willing to 
put in the time.” 

Sophomore ___ Brandie 
Morris agrees that many 
students are undecided 
because they do not have 
knowledge of the candi- 
dates. 

“T don’t think people 
want to vote just for the 
sake of voting. They 
don’t have time to get in- 
formed.” 


However, undecided 
senior James Verdone says 
that he has not made up 
his mind not because he’s 
uninformed, but because 
he does not like what he 
sees in the political arena. 


“Neither of them of- 
fers specific, logical 
reforms that will ad- 


dress the issues at hand. 
Obama doesn’t look like 
he’s going to cut the nec- 
essary things and Rom- 
ney just vaguely says 
things’ 
specif- 


‘we're 
without 


cutting 
giving 
1a. 

Sophomore Joanna 
Wexler, an undecided vot- 
er, watched the debates 
with rapt attention. 

“T thought that over- 
all Romney fared better 
in the debates. So I guess 
that would sway me to 
him. That being said, I felt 
that Biden was better than 
Ryan. However, I am a 
‘top of the ticket’ voter, so 
the presidential debates 
matter more to me than 
the VP ones do.” 

No single issue will de- 
termine Wexler’s decision 
this election. 

“There isn’t just one 
issue. If there was, I 
wouldn’t be undecided,” 
she said. 

This brings up an often 
ignored nuance of elec- 
toral politics; while the 
vocal majority believes 
passionately in their side 
of an issue, many unde- 
cided voters do not have 
zealous belief in certain 
hot-button issues that 
serve to divide the elec- 
torate. Ultimately, many 
of these undecided vot- 
ers will chose to support 
the candidate that they 


deem the lesser of the 
evils, or they will express 
their dissatisfaction by 
abstaining from the vote 
altogether. 

For Wexler, the deci- 
sion of who to vote for has 
come down to who she 
feels she can trust. 

“Overall, it comes down 
to who I believe will do 
what they say and will fol- 
low through on their poli- 
cies,” Wexler said. “Also 
while I vote for a candidate 
personally, I have to take 
their parties’ views into 
account and that has had 
a significant impact on me 
this election.” 

For Verdone, the main 


issue is balancing the 
budget. 
“We're just getting 


worse and worse regard- 
less of who's in charge, so 
we need to get someone 
who's going to cut what 
we need to cut,” he said. 
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The 
mental 


Barclay Environ- 
Justice Program 
teaches middle schoolers 
at Barclay Elementary/ 
Middle School how to be 
environmentally respon- 
sible. A group of approxi- 
mately seven Hopkins 
students visits the school 
twice a week on Wednes- 
days and Thursdays. The 
group instructs the kids 
on an array of topics, rang- 
ing from endangered spe- 
cies to recycling. 

Junior Cognitive Sci- 
ence major Miura Hawkins 
is one of the organizers of 
the program. The entire 
program started when she 
was a freshman. 

“There was a woman 
named Gia Grier, she still 
works at the CSC (the Hop- 
kins Center for Social Con- 
cern) now,” Hawkins said. 
“She started the program. I 
think she was just talking 
with one of the administra- 
tors at Barclay Elementary, 
and they decided it would 
be a good idea.” 

Grier attracted Hop- 
kins students to the pro- 
gram through advertising 
in the student announce- 
ments. She hoped that 
students would share her 
belief that the upcoming 
generation would have 
to tackle great environ- 
mental issues in the fu- 
ture. Luckily, a group of 
around seven students 
shared her vision and en- 
rolled in the program. 


“Cognizance at such a’ 


young age will prepare the 
students well for what's in 
store,” junior Neuroscience 
major Steven Park said. 
Over time, the program 
has grown and evolved. 
Grier worked with Hop- 
kins students until she 


STEP Club aims to enhance student-alumni interaction 


By JULIA FELICIONE 
Staff Writer 
Founded in Septem- 


ber by senior and Student 
Government Association 
(SGA) member Emily Feder 
Cooper, the Students for 
Teaching and Education in 
Philanthropy Club (STEP) 
seeks to aid students with 
recognizing and establish- 
ing integral relationships 
with the Hopkins alumni 
community through com- 
munity service, career fairs, 
professional _ workshops 
and nights on the town. 
"Right now _ students 
arent really in contact with 
alum at all so we're trying 
to build that foundation,’ 
Feder Cooper said. "Johns 
Hopkins is a community, 
and communities do extend 
beyond four years on cam- 
pus. Community should 
start the moment you get 
here, even perhaps when 


you get your acceptance let- 
ter and its ing you 


can take with you for the 
rest of your life." “ 
STEP will be an aggre- 
gate of three specific sub- 
committees: STEP Up, STEP 
Out and STEP Ahead. Each 


ion of the late JHU 
committee, will be 
of Homewood's 
Up Week. — 
're moving forward 
x oe “a 
hea 


found them fully capable 
of running the organiza- 
tion entirely on their own. 
Now, Environmental Jus- 
tice is a completely student- 
run group. The program 
currently visit 
the school twice a week 
rather than once a week, as 
they did in previous years. 

“Originally it was all 
sixth graders who came to 
this free period, and they 
got to choose which elec- 
tive they wanted to do,” 
Hawkins said. 

Over the years, the 
amount of students they 
work with has changed. 
The program is now fully 
established, and Environ- 
mental Justice now works 
with three different class- 
es. One group of students 
works with one particular 
class every week so that 
the students work with 
the same program mem- 
bers every week, and rela- 
tionships can be formed. 

“My favorite part is talk- 
ing with the kids,” Fresh- 
man Global Environmental 
Change and Sustainability 
major Raphaelle Ortiz said. 
“I really enjoy finding out 


members 


their stories. They're really — 
~. that she hadn’t realized 


nice.” 

The program members 
ensure that the lessons 
challenge the Barclay stu- 
dents. 

“We raise the bar be- 
cause students are bright, 
and also teachers at Barclay 
want to see their students 
challenged,” Park said. 

A broad range of topics 
are covered throughout the 
year, such as car emissions, 
livestock, water conserva- 
tion and recycling. 

This year, the program 
plans to focus on recycling, 
in particular, since it serves 
as an easy way for Barclay 
students to give back to 
the enyironment. The En- 


with STEP Up the way it 
was...it'll still hold Step Up 
Week in the spring,” Feder 
Cooper said. "STEP Up is 
stepping up to the plate, 
understanding what phi- 
lanthropy means to this 
school. Through our events, 
we try to instill this culture 
of loyalty to the campus. 
After all, the Johns Hop- 
kins University itself was 
founded on a philanthropic 
donation." 

STEP Up, albeit deeply 
rooted in tradition, plans to 
expand its role. 

"This year we're hoping 
to our Totes for Tots drive in 
the fall, along with Thank 
You Thursday, where stu- 
dents write thank-you notes 
to contributing alum,” Fed- 
er Cooper said. “We're go- 
ing to replace those service 
events with similar things 
in the spring. Ideally, we 
would like to still be pro- 
moting the giving-back as- 
pect of philanthropy." 

Step Ahead, in contrast 
with Step Up, will allow 
students to not only rec- 


ognize connections | with 


alumni, but also to establish 
professional connections of 
their own. 
"STEP Ahead is orien- 
tated towards careers and 


is focused on networking — 


events, educational work- 
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The Barclay Elementary/Middle School, located six blocks from Homewood, brings Hopkins students to give weekly lessons on the environment. 


Students teach sustainability to local school 


By ELLEN BRAIT 
Hip Hop Editor 


vironmental Justice pro- 
gram seeks to demonstrate 
to students that they can 
impact the environment, 
especially in small ways, 
such as choosing greener 
forms:of transportation. 

For example, the les- 
son plan for this week’s 
class covered alternative 
fuels. Various fuels were 
listed — from gasoline 
to biodiesel on the 
worksheet the kids from 
Barclay received, and stu- 
dents were asked to list 
the pros and cons for each 
one in terms of financial, 
environmental, — lifestyle 
and accessibility issues. 

While the content of 
the lessons is important, 
the group makes sure to 
keep in mind that they 
are teaching elementary 
students and ensures that 
lessons are interactive and 
fun. 

The Hopkins students 
involved in this relatively 
new initiative are very en- 
thusiastic about it. 

“It’s really cool because 
I feel like we can actu- 
ally make a difference,” 
Hawkins said. 

Hawkins 


explained 


that kids could not be 
aware of things like recy- 
cling and conserving more 
water, but it’s become evi- 
dent throughout her three 
years in the program that 
there is a way to fix this. 
Hawkins explained that 
it was really refreshing to 
get a different perspec- 
tive, as her elementary 
school was very different 
than any Baltimore public 
schools. , 

“Tk was very eye open- 
ing the first few times 
we went to the school,” 
Hawkins said. “I saw how 
lucky I was to have drink- 
able water, for example, in 


map out their career paths,” 
Feder Cooper said. 

STEP Ahead will make 
its debut in Feb. 2013, with 
the advent of Hopkin's first 
alumni-only Career Fair. 

"We want to have a 
panel and so people would 
talk about what they stud- 
ied and what they did and 
then you're going to have a 
chance just to go to people 
within those industries 
and give your resume and 
ask specific questions you 
know that we think is go- 
ing to be a really nice way 
to start formulating rela- 
tionships between students 
and alumni," Feder Cooper 
said. 

STEP Out, unlike its 
business and_philanthro- 
py-oriented counterparts, 
will focus on social engage- 
ments. 

"It can be something 
from as simple as going out 
to dinner to going to the 
theatre to going to an Ori- 
oles game to going to the 
Hopkins Mansion to work 
on the restoration,’ Feder 


Cooper said. “Regardless, 


you're stepping out of the 
campus bubble and engag- 
ing with alumni in differ- 
ent non-Hopkins settings." 

While STEP Out has no 
formal plans in place, Feder 
Cooper insists that alumni 
are very interested. 

"I already have the con- 
tact information for this 
woman who lives in the 
area who gets theater tick- 


/ 


my school.” 

Ortiz emphasized that 
teaching these lessons at a | 
young age was important 
to her because she believes 
that it has a much stronger | 
effect and really highlights | 
what.is important for chil- | 
dren to know. 

In terms of plans for the | 
future, all of the members | 
seem to have a similar 
goal: expansion. Whether 
expansion entails reach- | 
ing a greater number of | 
schools across Baltimore 
or increasing the number 
of classes within Barclay | 
Elementary, Hopkins stu- | 
dents want to help out 
even more than they are 
now. 

“It would be cool if we | 
could get more teachers to 
at least let us come once 
a month or something 
or maybe just one time,” 
Hawkins said. 

Expanding the pro- 
gram’s members is also 
a goal. The program has 
been advertising more 
heavily and attempting 
to recruit new members. 


| The 


Thankfully, their attempts 
seem to be working. 


| “People are respond- 


ing,” Ortiz said. 

The Barclay Environ- | 
mental Justice Program is 
growing as more students | 
become aware of its pres- | 
ence on campus. While 
the program is currently 
small, program members 
believe the Environmen- 
tal Justice program is 
highly rewarding. 

“We do not boast a vast 
number of volunteers; it 
seems that not too many 
have great interest in what 
we do, or perhaps have 
other priorities,” Park said. 
“However, every member 
of Environmental Justice 
loves what he/she does ev- 
ery week.” 


ets at a discounted rate so 
she's more than happy to 
take a group of students 
to the theater," Feder Coo- 
per said. "Alum are really 
interested and they are in 
contact with my office quite 
regularly with their expres- 
sion of that interest [in STEP 
Out] so it's more about be- 
ing organized right now 
and figuring out where we 
want to start.” 

The STEP club, as a 
whole, is still very much 
in its developmental stages 
and is still seeking both 
SAC club recognition and 
much-needed = monetary 
grants to fund their ambi- 
tious goals. However, aided 
by seniors Louisa Drake 
and Marnie Aronson, along 
with sophomore Asia Col- 
ander, the Student Alumni 
Society, the Office of Exter- 
nal Affairs and Aramark, 
the school's catering ser- 
vice, Feder Cooper is posi- 
tive that the club will suc- 
ceed. ; 

"| think a lot of people 
at Hopkins get very im- 
mersed in what they're do- 
ing day-to-day and don't 
find the time to connect 
with people whether that's 
in their homes or in their 
hall or whether that's with 
alumni and what's really 
beautiful about what this 
group can offer is kind of 
a break from this Hopkins 
campus world and more 
into the Hopkins...the outer 
world of Hopkins.” 


School of Public Health 
‘Teporl criticizes gun laws 


| By JACK BARTHOLET 
Staff Writer 


Last Thursday, Oct. 25, 
the Bloomberg School of 
Public Health released a 
report commenting criti- 
cally on issues of gun con- 
trol in the United States. 
report, titled “The 
Case for Gun Policy Re- 
forms in America,” was 
principally authored by 
Daniel Webster, who is the 
Director of the Johns Hop- 
kins Center for Gun Policy 
and Research. 

The report, which comes 


| just over three months af- 


ter a gunman opened fire 
in a Colorado theater dur- 
ing a midnight filming of 


| “The Dark Knight Rises,” 


suggests sweeping chang- 
es to gun control policy in 
the United States. 

According to a press re- 
lease from the Bloomberg 
School of Public Health, 
the report contains key 
findings. The first exam- 
ined issues surrounding 
mass shootings, like the 
one in Colorado. 

“Easy access to fire- 
arms with large-capacity 
magazines facilitates 
higher casualties in mass 


| shootings,” the report 
| said. 
However, mass_shoot- 


ings is not the only focus of 
the report. 

“Mass shootings bring 
public attention to the ex- 
ceptionally high rate of 
gun violence in the U.S., 
but policy discussions 
rarely focus on prevent- 
ing the daily gun violence 
that results in an average 
of 30 lives lost every day,” 
Webster said in a press re- 
lease. 

“Addressing weakness- 


| es in existing gun laws by 


expanding prohibitions for 


| criminals, perpetrators of 


domestic violence, youth, 
and drug abusers, and 
closing the loopholes that 
allow prohibited persons 
to obtain guns can be ef- 
fective strategies to reduce 
gun violence. It is impor- 
tant to note that making 
these changes to our gun 
laws would not disarm 
law-abiding adults,” he 
said. 

The second key find- 
ing asserts that so-called 
“right-to-carry” _legisla- 
tion does not have a tan- 
gible effect on reducing 
violent crime. In fact, 
the report argues that 
such laws have a nega- 
tive impact on the safety 
of American communi- 
ties, citing that the aver- 
age number of gun-related 
deaths is proportionally 
much higher in the United 
States than in other first- 
world countries. 

“The burden of gun vio- 
lence on American society 
is substantial, whether 
measured in years of pro- 
ductive life lost, disabil- 
ity, fear, or economic costs. 
The toll is unprecedented 
among high-income na- 
tions. Weaknesses in cur- 
rent gun laws contribute to 
this burden by establish- 
ing low standards for legal 
gun ownership and sig- 
nificant loopholes in poli- 
cies designed to keep guns 
from prohibited persons,” 
the report states. 

In order to remedy 
these alarming _ prec- 
edents, the report sug- 
gested, the United States 
must adopt restrictions 
on gun ownership. “The 
burden of gun violence 
on American society is 
substantial, whether mea- 
sured in years of produc- 
tive life lost, disability, 
fear, or economic costs. 
The toll is unprecedented 
among, high-income na- 
tions. Weaknesses in cur- 
rent gun laws contribute 
to this burden by estab-: 
lishing low standards for 
legal gun ownership and 
significant loopholes in 
policies designed to keep 
guns from prohibited per- 
sons,” the press release ex- 
plained. 

In addition to the policy 


implications of enacting 
such changes, the report 
examined the political and 
constitutional consequenc- 
es as well. 

The report aims to refo- 
cus the debate surround- 
ing gun control from one 
of abstract political opin- 
ions to one of facts and 
figures. 

“Debates about gun 
control often drift towards 
general arguments about 
whether guns make us 
safer or less safe, and gun 
control is equated with re- 
stricting gun ownership. 
However, with recent Su- 
preme Court decisions 
overturning laws which 
ban firearm possession in 
the District of Columbia 
and Chicago, current gun 
control policies in the U.S. 
do not disarm lawabiding 
adults over the age of 21,” 
the report states. 

Additionally, the re- 
port criticized those who 
argue that the issues sur- 
rounding guns are caused 
by effective enforcement 
and not the laws them- 
selves. 

“A common response 
to calls for stricter gun 
control laws from oppo- 
nents of reform is that 
there is no need to change 
our gun laws; we just 
have to enforce the laws 
on the books. But we do 
not have to choose be- 
tween needed _ reforms 
and better enforcement,” 
the report said. “Effective 
enforcement of gun con- 
trol laws can deter illegal 

gun trafficking, but loop- 
holes, high standards of 
evidence, and weak pen- 
alties make it difficult to 
enforce laws designed to 
keep guns from 'prohib- 
ited persons. Stronger gun 
laws will lead to better en- 
forcement of those laws,” 
it continued. 

The report also exam- 
ined the flawed nature of 
polls conducted on gun 
control, asserting that a 
recent drop in public sup- 
port for stricter gun con- 
trol laws is misleading. 
“This may be a reasonable 
barometer of respondents’ 
general attitudes toward 
guns and government 
regulation, but it tells us 
little about what specific 
policies people believe 
are’ in place, and which 
policies citizens support. 
A recent survey of gun 
owners found that more 
than half of respondents 
believed erroneously that 
background checks are 
required for all gun sales. 
In reality, most states 
limit background check 
requirements to persons 
purchasing firearms from 
a licensed gun dealer,” 
the report said. 

In terms of the consti- 
tutionality of enacted the 
study’s suggested changes, 
the report explained that 
while the recent Supreme 
Court decision in District 
of Columbia v. 

Heller did limit restric- 
tions of gun ownership 
under the Second Amend- 
ment, it also paved the 
way for tighter restric- 
tions. “Since Heller, lower 
courts have overwhelm- 
ingly upheld the constitu- 
tionality of a wide range 
of gun laws other than 
handgun bans,” the report 
explained. 

“Contrary to recent me- 
dia reports, a large major- 
ity of the public, includ- 
ing gun owners, favors 
remedying many current 
weaknesses in our gun 
laws. There are real po- 
litical hurdles to enacting 
new gun control laws, and 
the power of the gun lob- 
by is substantial. But poli- 
ticians who want to cor- 
rect flaws in our current 
laws, which enable dan- 
gerous people to get guns, 
could do so knowing that 
there is broad support for 
those policies, the reforms — 
are constitutional, and the 
policies would enhance 
public safety,” the report 

concluded. Fe aM 
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Ward, former Hopkins student and current 


By ELLEN BRAIT 
Hip ] kk »p Editor 


Meredith Ward can be 
recognized around cam- 
pus by her flawless style 
and enthusiasm for film. 
Ward, a lecturer in the Film 
& Media Studies Depart- 
ment, did not simply give 
a one-movie answer when 
asked what her favorite 
movie was. She explained 
that she changes the movie 
depending on the audience 
she is speaking to, altering 
it so she can have the most 
enjoyable conversation. 
Following that, she listed 
not just one film, but five 
that she loved, unable to 
narrow down the list. 
Ward is the type of pro- 
fessor that knows every- 
One’s names by the second 
day of class and says hello 
on campus even after years 
of not having taught you. 
Throughout her interview 
with The News-Letter, she 
used the phrase “that’s a 
good question” abundant 
ly and spoke as if 
to an old friend. She 
truly makes an ac- 
tive effort to get to 
know and mentor 
her students. 

She is originally 
from the small town 
of Columbia, Md., 
which is not too far 
from Hopkins, be- 
tween Baltimore 
and D.C. It was a 
planned  commu- 
nity, one of the few 
in the country. Ward 
explained that there 

. was nothing nefari- 
ous about it, like it 
may sound, but 
rather that Colum- 
bia was based on 
the idea of creating 
neighborhoods _ of 
mixed socioeconom- 
ic classes, mixed rac- 
es and mixed faiths. 

“T went to church 
at an interfaith cen- 
ter and the street 
I grew up on was 


Media Studies. She was 
very involved in both the 
Writing and film culture 
at Hopkins. She especial- 
ly enjoyed when the two 
blended together. Ward 
cites Witness Theatre as 
one of her favorite expe- 
riences as a student. She 
worked with them for all 
four years of her under- 
graduate degree and even 
had four of her own one act 
plays performed. 

“To have someone else 
take on your words and 
interpret them and make 
them their 
actually 


and to 
your work 
staged is such a valuable 
experience,” Ward said. 

She then attended grad- 
uate school at Northwest- 
ern University. She studied 
in the Radio, Television 
and Film Department at 
the School of Communi- 
cation. Northwestern was 
very different than Hop- 
kins in terms of its size. 

“Tt was very lively and 
vibrant. It was really fun to 


own 


see 


ate Ge 
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Her advisor, for whom she 
would TA every year, went 
to Venice (which, Ward 
admits, was an “awesome 
gig, obviously”), leaving 
her to teach his class. 

“My first experiences 
with teaching were not 
little seminar classes, they 
were 150 person lectures,” 
Ward said. 

She found herself hav- 
ing to learn how to keep a 
large group of people en- 
tertained and enthusiastic 
as she covered the mate- 
rial. Her lectures here at 
Hopkins, which are much 
smaller (the maximum 
would be around 50), are 
no problem at all after her 
experiences at Northwest- 
ern. 

Ward returned to Hop- 
kins a professor in the Film 
& Media Studies program. 
She loves Hopkins and is 
invested in the Film pro- 
gram, as it was her alma 
mater, so taking the job did 
not require a lot of thought. 

Upon returning to cam- 
pus as a pro- 
fessor, Ward 
noticed many 
changes had oc- 
curred at Hop- 
kins, the most 
obvious of those 
being an _ en- 
tirely new quad. 
But subtler 
changes have 
occurred too. 

“One _ thing 
Im heartened 
by is that stu- 
dent life seems 
stronger at Hop- 
kins than it did 
when I gradu- 
ated ... feel like 
it’s a livelier 
campus than 
it was,” Ward 
said. 

She has tried 
to help culti- 
vate activities 
outside of class 
by being the 
faculty advisor 
to the Film So- 


completely racially ciety. With each 
mixed and some- Wardis currently teaching a class called “Love and Film’. passing year, 
what class mixed,’ she finds herself 


Ward said. 

Ward has been a profes- 
sor for the past five years 
but before that, she at- 
tended Hopkins herself. 
She graduated in 2003 with 
a double major in Writ- 
ing Seminars and Film & 


interact with all the other 
students because there 
were so many of them, 
who had such diverse in- 
terests,” Ward said. 

She also got her first 
taste of teaching while at- 
tending Northwestern. 


having to teach less and less 
to the students involved, 
which she explains is how 
it’s supposed to work. She 
has taught students how to 
budget a film festival, how 
to write a grant to get the 
money for the festival, how 


SGA hosts first Town Hall meeting 


By DEVIN ALESSIO 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Despite poor  atten- 
dance, the JHU Student 
Government Association 
(SGA) deemed its first 
Town Hall meeting last 
Thursday a success. 

“We had a good mix of 
students come voice their 
opinions and _ sugges- 
tions, and we’re looking 
forward to hearing from 
more students,” Sopho- 
more Senator Rodolfo Fin- 
occhi wrote in an e-mail 
to The News-Letter. Fin- 


occhi serves was up to. 
as the chair The tes 
of the SGA eos ave 
Senate’s Sus- We want the helped me 
tainability, gtydent body to stay better 
Safety, and : connected 
Development know everything to _ their 
Committee, progress, © 
which iors Ie do as and they’re 
ganized the representatives. short 
event. enough 
Executive —MOSES SONG, ‘that they’re 
President .\SGA-EXECUTIVE °° °° 
Moses Song sible 0 
concurred. PRESIDENT students,’ 
“It was great junior rai 
to see student ; vya Kerni 
participation. Although said. | 
there weren't too many Yet some students 
students at the Town Hall, haven't seen any of the 


I was pleased with the 
suggestions and opinions 
we were able to gather 


... ranging from creating — 


ways to encourage student 


groups to be more sustain-— 


able, creating more Friday 
“night events, to improving 
access to public condoms,” 
Song wrote in an e-mail to 


The News-Letter. 


j y 
og aeons 


The Town Hall meet- 
ing was its first of its kind 
to increase transparency 
between students and the 
SGA, and monthly Town 
Halls are planned for the 
rest of the semester. 

The executive council 
of the SGA has also start- 
ed making bi-weekly vid- 
eos in conjunction with 
the prospective Filmmak- 
ing Club in order to up- 
date students about what 
projects they’re working 
on. 

“In the past, I really 
had no idea what the SGA 


SGA’s video updates. “I 
got an email to watch one 
of them, but I haven't seen 
any of the updates,” sopho- 
more Megan Pino said. 
“We want the student 
body to know everything 
we do as representatives, 


and our Executive Board 
and I will work harder to 


‘come up with better ways 


to communicate,” said 
Song. Song also pointed 
to his frequent emails this 
semester as an improved 
attempt at means of com- 
munication between the 
students and the SGA. 

He also addressed the 
fact that the organization 
has not posted minutes 
from their weekly sen- 
ate minutes on the SGA 
website this semester. 
According to Song, the 
SGA is having issues with 
website maintenance, and 
is trying to hire an ex- 
ecutive tech personnel in 
order to communicate di- 
rectly with the Executive 
Board and senators to up- 
date the website. _ 

“We want students to 
understand that we are 
there to represent them and 
to be the liaison between 
them and the administra- 
tors,” Finocchi said. 

Finocchi points out that 
the SGA is currently work- 
ing on a variety of projects 
in order to better student 
life, including organizing 
a Blue Light Security Week 
in November and working 
to improve campus IT, and 
encourages that any stu- 
dent interested in learning 
about what the SGA does 
to come to the SGA Sen- 
ate’s weekly meetings in 
Mason Hall every Tuesday 
at 7:45 p.m. “We want stu- 


dents to come to us and let . 


us know [what they want]. 
I encourage everyone to 
come out to future ones 
[Town Hall meetings],” 
Finocchi said. 


prolessor, 


talks film 


to project 35mm (which is 
a dying art according to 
Ward) and how to program 
a film series. Basically, she 
has taught the students all 
the skills they would need 
to run an effective, small- 
scale cinema. She wants 
to give the student popu- 
lation something to be 
excited about on campus. 
The Film Society screens 
films regularly and holds 
FilmFest, a highly attended 
event, every spring. 

Her five years back at 
Hopkins have held differ- 
ent experiences from when 
she was a student. She 
teaches both seminar and 
lecture classes and appre- 
ciates the different chal- 
lenges they present. 

“T think it’s fun as a 
teacher to teach in really 
different ways. When I 
have a seminar, it’s like a 
conversation with my stu- 
dents. For the big classes, 
I like having to put on a 
show,” she said, “It’s a chal- 
lenge. You get an immedi- 
ate response as to whether 
it’s working or not because 
you can read it on their fac- 
es. They’re both different 
challenges but they’re both 
really healthy challenges 
for teachers, I think.” 

Based on her passion 
for teaching, it’s surpris- 
ing that Ward didn’t al- 
ways know she wanted 
to be a teacher. For her 
first two years of college, 
she planned on going 
into screenwriting but 
found herself gravitating 
towards the history and 
theory of film. With that, 
she made the choice to go 
to graduate school and get 
her PhD, a pretty big deci- 
sion to be making during 
her third year of college. 
But she’s glad she did 
because it has led her to 
where she is today. 

“T have the luxury of 
really genuinely enjoying 
and loving what I do and 
thinking it’s interesting ev- 
ery day,” Ward said. “Even 
if you think what you're 
doing is really important, 
not everybody gets to find 
their job as interesting as 
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I find my job. It’s what | 
would be doing even if it 
weren’t my job but it’s nice 
that I get paid for it.” 

When asked what her 
favorite class to teach is, 
Ward had a difficult time 
narrowing it down to just 
one. 

“You can teach the same 
class different semesters 
and it’s a different class 
because the group of kids 
makes an enormous differ- 
ence,” Ward said. 

She could honestly say 
that she had never disliked 
any of the classes she’s 
taught during her time 
at Hopkins. She can even 
suggest possible classes, 
which Hopkins takes into 
consideration and ap- 
proves or denies. She cited 
one particular class she has 
been teaching this semes- 
ter called “Love and Film”. 
The class looks at the phi- 
losophy of love and films 
that illustrate it. lt spans all 
the way back to Plato and 
the Symposium. Ward ex- 
plained that they eventu- 
ally realized they had cre- 
ated a symposium of their 
own in a sense, minus the 
wine that played a role in 
Ancient Greece. 

Ward wants her stu- 
dents to really question the 
material she teaches. She 
is not so concerned with 
them agreeing with her all 
of the time, but mastering 
the ability to think. 

“I’m interested in them 
really engaging in a pro- 
cess of thought and I want 
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Ward at a wedding showcasing her impeccable fashion sense that her students admire every day in class. 


them to interrogate their 
ideas. | want them to carry 
away the questions,” Ward 
said, “I think education is a 
life-long process.” 

Professors like Ward 
only come along once and 
a while. When a teacher so 
obviously cares about her 
students doing well and 
learning as much as they 
can, it shows. Her favorite 
part about being a profes- 
sor at Hopkins showcases 
this. She explained that 
about two years ago, stu- 
dents started coming to her 
office hours for more than 
just discussions on grades 
and papers, but to discuss 
ideas. 

“It indicates that people 
are really learning. They’re 
taking things on for them- 
selves and thinking about 
things themselves,” Ward 
said, “I feel really honored 
that students would in- 
clude me in that conversa- 
tion.” 

Ward’s investment in 
her students’ success is 
evident through even her 
paper prompts. In one par- 
ticularly lengthy email she 
explained, “Why send out 
such a long paper prompt 
with so many details? I 
want to make expectations 
clear. This is a clear way 
to do that. It’s designed 
to help you by outlining 
exactly what is expected. 
This gives you the best 
chance of getting an ‘A’ 
The real answer? I love to 
see you do well. Go make 
me proud.” 
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“It's old but it does have a computer!” Ward said of this picture. 
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Some students in off campus housing used makeshift leak receptacles. 


Minor damages trom storm 


in on, olf campus housing 


LEAKS, FRomM Al 

that goes on after these 
events to follow up on new 
information regarding how 
the buildings withstand the 
elements, but there comes a 
point where no matter what 
you do to prevent dam- 
age, powerful winds and 
pounding rains will have 
an effect,” Angel wrote. 

The University is not 
liable for any damages in- 
curred on students’ prop- 
erty in residence halls, 
independent of how dam- 
age occurred. 

“Students are encour- 
aged each summer to 
check their parent’s ho- 
meowners policy to make 
sure that they are covered 
for damages that occur in 
their residence hall room 
or apartment,” Angel 
wrote. “If they were not 
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covered, they were en- 
couraged to get a renters 
policy or have their room 
covered by a rider on their 
parents policy.” 

Many students resid- 
ing off campus also expe- 
rienced leaking problems. 
Senior Kevin Wu spent the 
bulk of the storm staying 
with a friend at the Black- 
stone Apartments on the 
top floor. Wu described 
the extensive leaks that 
occurred as a result of the 
storm. 

“We tried to catch the 
dripping water with pans 
and stuff, and sometime 


in the night, the main- | 


tenance person came in 
with one of the huge trash 
cans and put it in the mid- 
dle of the living room,” 


Wu said. “It eventually 


filled up, halfway or so.” 
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Social media fosters alternative journalism 


By RIAN DAWSON 
Editor-in-Chief 


itizens are 

becoming 

journalists. 

Social media 

outlets like 
Iwitter, Instagram and 
Facebook have played a 
role in modernizing and 
bringing immediacy to 
already immediate news 
channels by allowing 
people to post in real 
time as things happen 
from anywhere as long 
as someone has a smart- 
phone handy. 

As Hurricane Sandy 
bore down on the East 
Coast earlier this week, 
the people in its path 
provided their own news 
coverage. 

While media outlets 
supplied traditional re- 
porting utilizing report- 
ers and camera crews in 
the field, citizen journal- 
ism played a large role in 
Sandy-coverage. Media 
outlets like Bloomberg 
Television, CNN and Go- 
thamist.com used tweets 
and Instagram photos 
to provide moment-to- 
moment coverage of the 
damage the “Fraken- 
storm” wrought as it tore 
through New York, New 
Jersey and elsewhere in 
the U.S. 

These social media 
platforms also provided a 
| point of contact for peo- 
ple to check in with their 

loved ones in the areas 
| hardest hit. While many 
remain without power, 
smartphones provided in- 
ternet access. 

Even in New York 
City, media outlets like 
Gawker, whose servers 
are down because of the 
storm, have.turned to 
Twitter to keep their read- 
| ersupdated. * * 


Need a place to sta 


Gizmodo @Gizmodo 


29 Oct 


Even when theres no power, we can still keep up with each other 


and find out whats going on with twitter and our phones. Pretty crazy 


cx} Retweeted by Adam Gross 
Expand 


New- York-based Gizmodo, a part of ¢ 
forming readers despite its servers being d 
to its back-up site. 


Lily Altavena shared a link 
20 hours ago near New York, NY 2% 


Students at New York University (NYU) 
book pages to help find housing for students displ 


aced by Hurricane Sandy. 


237K SET AMAL GG 


‘awker Media, used its Twitter to continue in- 
own. Its website is currently being redirected 


y? Have a couch for someone? Comment on the blog 
post to coordinate and help a friend out. 


like NYU senior Lily Altavena, used their Face- 
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Residents of Spring Lake, NJ. took to Instagram to post photos of their destroyed boardwalk. 
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT 


DON'T BEA 
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1D YOU HEAR ABOUT — 
ATHRYN? SHE’S SI 
AN’T MAKE IT, 


 SHEHASTOSTOP 
TXTING ME. ie 
SERIOUSLY! 


hs xe 
e U HAVE THE NOTES 
>FROM ENGLISHICAN | 
» BORROW? : 


TEXTING WHILE CROSSING THE STREET IS DUMB. 


Pedtextrians. You know the type: head down, thumbs glued to a touch screen, oblivious to 
the world around them. Text-happy pedestrians are 60 percent more likely to veer off course. | + 


They're also more likely to stroll into traffic, leading to injury and possibly death. The lesson? 


Don’t be a crash text dummy. Curb your phone and keep your eyes on the road. 


| 

' 

qa 

P ia It might save your life. 
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The next generation of COLUMNS is here. This is the place for restaurants, fashion, fitness, 


Hurricane “Frankenstorm” Sandy dominates the Twitter world 


HURRICANE SANDY 


g 'WERKIN MAH WAY UP TO NYC. I'LL BE THERE SOON SHAWTY | 
_ Expand # Reply t2 Retweet » Favorite 


cooking, relationships, lifestyle and trends 


Twitter Is over capactty, 


One tweet at a time, Hurricane Sandy is slowly traumatizing (and twerking which is defined as Sy eel Sag 
body, as in dancing, especially the rear end” by Urban Dictionary) the East Coast. What s her next victim( . W 
York City. It’s big, it’s tall and it’s loud. As New Yorkers flee the city, Sandy’s gusts sing them out with a familiar 
tune: You know you love me, xoxo Sandy. 


7 oy 
, 


HURRICANE SANDY < : 


RETWEET IF YOU WANT ME TO DESTROY YOUR SCHOOL FOR 


YOU. | GOT YO BACK. 
Expand # Reply t2 Retweet 


Hannah Decatur 
Tweets of the Week 


This weekly column features 
some of the top posts around 
the Twitter realm that deal 
with the week’s top stories in 
sports, politics, pop culture 
and all things news. 


¥ Favorite a a ie hal 


If only! Hopkins kids get excited about a Hurricane Day because it means they can catch up on sacetanis an 
could you please help a girl out here? All I want is for people to brave the storm to watch a movie ani ea ee "i 
with me, but they all have too much work. Nope, no one has said “no” to my pleas because the storm is too ange 
ous. They've all said “no” because they’re doing work. This can’t be healthy. So Sandy, if you re listening, please 
blow right through Homewood (but skip over my apartment building). It’Il do us all some good. Thanks, girl. 


| 


" HURRICANE SANDY 
! JUS BLEW DA ROOF OFF A OLIVE GARDEN FREE BREADSTICKS 


4 EVERYONE | 


piel FIA aan, he comedic relief that 
It’s raining breadsticks, hallelujah it’s raining breadsticks! I keep creeping out my window to see if the slanting rain | 
Twitter can provide 


421 Retweet *& Favorite 


turns into pointy, glorious breadsticks, but it’s still just rain, and now I'm sad. Also, I don’t think aaa even 
has an Olive Garden. I hope Sandy dumps some Chipotle on my windowsill, or through the hole in my bathroom 
wall that will definitely burst if Sandy keeps this up. 


% HURRICANE SANDY 9 452 


IF 


3 Y V U NF 


DESTROYIN 


Naf EVER 


G THE JERSEY SHORE CAST FOR YOU GUYS 


YOU. 


» HURRICANE SANDY © 27 
| HOPE RIHANNA'S UMBRELLA IS BIG ENOUGH FOR ALL OF 


Expand « Reply t23 Retweet »& Favorite 


| 
| 


Don’t let me down Ri! Although I don’t think an umbrella, even a large Rihanna-sized umbrella, would offer much 
protection from Sandy’s wrath. A frail piece of water repellent cloth is just a cyclone’s plaything. 


ast week] wrote 
a piece on what 
is a classic in 
American cin- 
ema (and cine- 
ma as a whole). This week 
I want to focus on global 
cinema, in particular a 
movie from the largest 
producer (by number of 
films) of motion pictures 
in the world: Bollywood. 

If you ever have four 
hours to spare and want 
to enjoy a rousing and in- 
spirational film filled with 
cricket players, Indian 
music and snooty British 
men, then Lagaan: Once 
Upon a Time in India is the 
movie for you. I make light 
of it, but it really is a spec- 
tacular experience watch- 
ing the picture. An under- 
dog story to rival Rocky, 
the movie causes viewers 
to inevitably become deep- 
ly emotionally invested in 
the main characters and 
their plight. 

Made in 2001 by direc- 
tor Ashutosh Gowariker 
and producer Aamir Khan 
(who also starred), the film 
tells the story of a poor In- 
dian farming village in 
the late 19th century pit- 


- ie 


ted against the evil and 
racist British imperial of- 
ficers that reside over their 
region. If you despise 
black-and-white  charac- 
terizations, then this is not 
the film for you. Nearly 
all of the white British of- 
ficers are detestable, and 


The story is embel- 
lished by beautiful and 
stirring Indian musical 
numbers, which _ serve 
either to highlight im- 
portant character devel- 
opments, or as montages 
that depict a productive 
and challenging passage 


all of the of time. 
Indian ° From 
villagers Kevin Joyce «nyth- 
(at least mically 
i th G ; ; excited 
end) are Aesident Cinephile <x<it* 
morally about the 
superior. coming 


In a daring and danger- 
ous move, Bhuvan (Khan), 
a young Indian, makes a 
bet that his rag-tag team 
of villagers can beat a sea- 
soned team of British offi- 
cers in a game of cricket, a 
game none of the farmers 
have ever even heard of. 
If the farmers win, they 
no longer have to pay the 
land tax (the eponymous 
“Lagaan”), but if the of- 
ficers win, the farmers 
must pay triple what they 
usually do, an almost im- 
possible request to fulfill 
considering the devastat- 
ing drought plaguing the 
land. 


._ Lagaan: Once Upon a Time in India is a great Bollywood film which is why it was an Academy Aw. 


nt 
Fy _ 


rain and a ballad lauding 
the power of the human 
spirit, to a pump-up song 
predicting the soon-to- 
come downfall of the pro- 
tagonists’ oppressors, the 
soundtrack covers a wide 
expanse of emotions. 

The film is a classic 
romance and depicts an 
improbable victory, song 
and dance, and a love tri- 
angle that crosses racial, 
economic and geographic 
boundaries. The cinema- 
tography is sweeping and 
majestic, employing mul- 
tiples pans and crane 
movements to give a sense 
of the magnificent to what 
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ard nominee for Best Foreign Picture. 


is, at first glance, a fairly 
modest setting. Birds-eye 
shots that capture swirling 
dancers and vast deserts 
only add to the enchanting 
sentiment that pervades 
the film. 

The length of the movie 
is a tad taxing (pun in- 
tended and premeditated), 
but after one viewing, one 
realizes the three plus 
hours are necessary for 
the progression of the plot 
and the complex charac- 
terization of a wide cast 
of players to feel natural. 
Even with the movie be- 
ing that long, it never 
feels slow or drawn out as 
there’s always something 
interesting happening and 
the film amazingly main- 
tains a fast pace through- 
out its entirety. 

When the film finally 
comes to an end, it man- 
ages to surprise you and 
fulfill your growing expec- 
tations at the same time. 
With its fairy tale feel and 
magical aura, it’s a mas- 
terfully crafted work of 
escapism that will leave 
you feeling satisfied and 
content, exactly the film’s 
intent. 


ou know 
what’s funny 
and on the in- 
ternet? Kitty- 
wigs.com. 
You know what else is? 


| Twitter! For a long time, I 


avoided the Twitter rage 
that has swept up college 
students and weird adults. 
I didn’t like the idea of 
posting about my every 
thought and action. I’m 


new, brilliant use for Twit- 
ter that finally got me on 
board and got me to reg- 
ister for my very own 
account. So what is this 
trend? I WILL TELL YOU: 

Comedy! (Were you ex- 
pecting a different reason? 
If you were, let me just say, 
“Come on! This is a come- 
dy blog, dummy! Get your 
act together!”) 

Yes, bundles of indi- 
viduals in the comedy 
world have embraced the 
140 character format and 
come together under the 
flag of the weird-looking 
blue bird to swap jokes 
and gain a following in a 
world that often ignores 
the people who actually 
write the comedy we con- 
sume. The highly restric- 
tive size of a tweet lends 
itself beautifully to the 
comedic mind as it makes 
each joke accessible and 
easily digested. Exposure 
can happen like wildfire: 
with a few clicks, a joke 
can be “retweeted” across 
the Internet and shared 
with thousands of follow- 
ers. 

Before writing this 
post, I attempted to come 
up with a list of my favor- 
ite comedians on Twitter — 
ones with whom you may 
not already be familiar. 
It was very hard. Tons of 
comedians have jumped 
on the Twitter bandwag- 
on and many of them are 
surprisingly brilliant. 
But I finally narrowed it 
down. Here's a list of my 
top three current favor- 
ites, and some of their best 
tweets: 

* Michael Ian Black (@ 
michaelianblack) — you 
may know him from mov- 
ies like Wet Hot Ameri- 
can Summer or his sketch 
group, Stella. Some of my 
favorite tweets of his are: 

- On my fantasy base- 
ball team, third base is 
made out of pancakes. 

- Just sitting around na- 
ked except for my horse 
mask waiting for every- 
body to start doing Chat 
Roulette again, 

¢ Matt Roller (@roll- 


diggity) — he’s a comedian 
from LA. He writes for 
McSweeney’s. What a cool 
dude! Some of my favorite 
tweets of his are: 

- 1. Hide babies all over 
house. 2. If a kid asks, 
“Where do babies come 
from?” laugh, “Where 
DON’T they come from!” 
and open every cabinet. 

- Hate when I’m buying 
a giant pack of toilet paper 


not that at the 
excit- rs 6 grocery 
ing'ido Jennifer Diamond :cr<. 
a lot of and the 
borin “ cashier 
things LaUGhatThis = oN 
like cut it’s for 
my fin- m e 
gernails and eat cheesy because Im ACTIVELY 
popcorn. No one wants pooping. 

to read about that. But ¢ Gavin Speiller (@ 
recently, I discovered a gavinspeiller) — he’s an 


improvisor with Death By 
Roo Roo at Upright Citi- 
zen Brigade in New York 
City. Some of my favorite 
tweets of his are: 

- Here’s a question for 
all THE LAAADIES! What 
were some of the primary 
causes for The Spanish- 
American War? 

- “I gotta call my boy 
mom.”- Vin Diesel saying 
he needs to call his father. 

Those guys are all 
great! And there are so, so 
many more hilarious peo- 
ple just waiting for you to 
follow them on Twitter (it 
was very hard to cut Paula 
Pell @perlapell), Raphael 
Bob-Waksberg (@Rapha- 
elBW), and John Mulaney 
(@mulaney) from this list 
- you should check ‘em 
out too). 

I know that some crit- 
ics have argued that Twit- 
ter is bad for comedy 
because it gives rise to la- 
ziness and encourages co- 
medians to produce huge 
amounts of mostly medi- 
ocre material, as opposed 
to a small, concentrated 
amount of very good 
material. To these fault- 
finders, I just want to say 
that yes, most of Twitter is 
kind of silly and there are 
a lot of bad jokes floating 
around in it. But that dy- 
namic exists everywhere 
that comedy does. Just 
find some comedians you 
really like, and unfollow 
the ones who post dumb 
stuff every thirty sec- 
onds. Simple. There are so 
many great, often strug- 
gling comedians out there 
worth paying attention to. 
It’s sad how little recogni- 
tion the writers of your 
favorite sitcoms and co- 


_ medic movies get. I didn’t 


even know the names of 
many of the writers of 
shows like 30 Rock, SNL, - 
and Parks and Rec until 
I began following them 
on Twitter. So, thank you 
weird looking blue bird 
for connecting me to these 
comedic geniuses that I’ve 
overlooked in the past. 
Also, I'm sorry for calling 
you weird- looking. 


. 
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Crepes can be paired with anything and are a great meal at any time 


How to make great crepes 
irom a Frenchman himself 


Utensils: 

- 1 Salad Bowl 

- 1 Whisk (or just a for 
if that’s all you have) 

- 1 Frying Pan 

- 1 Ladle 

- 1 Stovetop Burner 
Ingredients: 

- 1 Ib. Flour 

- 5 Eggs 

- 1 qt. Skimmed Milk 
(any milk will do, really) 

- 3 Teaspoons of cook 
ing oil 

- 4 Cup of Beer (or wa 
ter if you're not 21) 


Pour half of the flour 
into the salad bowl, and 
add the eggs 
one by one. 
Start mix- 
ing the eggs 
and flour 
together, 
pouring in 
about half 
the milk as you do so. Then, 
add a little flour, and a little 
milk, and so on until you’ve 
used it all. Mix the batter 
well: you should be able to 
get rid of all the lumps. If it 
is still lumpy, keep adding 
milk (beyond the original 
1 qt.) and mix well. Once 
you've obtained a smooth, 
lump-free crépe batter, you 
can pour in the cooking oil 
and beer. 


Victor Allard 
Foreign 
Correspondent 


Let your batter rest 
(preferably in a refrigera- 
tor) for at least an hour be- 
fore you make the crépes. 
I recommend making the 
batter a day before you 
plan on using it. 
After this unbearable 
wait, you'll be ready to make 
crépes. Set your burner be- 
tween low and medium, 
and place the frying pan on 
it. Prep the pan with some 
oil or butter to avoid sticki- 
ness. Once the pan is hot, 
place a ladleful of batter at 
one edge of the frying pan, 
and make sure it spreads 
evenly across the pan. This 
layer should be as thin as 
possible. Let it sit for about a 
minute, then 
flip the 
crépe over. 
Ideally, you 
should see 
some brown 
spots on the 
side that 
was just cooking. Wait for 
twenty seconds more, and 
the erépe should be ready. 
As for what should go 
on top of your crépe, any- 
thing goes! Jam, maple syr- 
up, peanut butter, Nutella 
... Or if you're not in a des- 
sert mood, you could stuff 
it with shredded cheese, 
tomatoes, eggs and turkey 
while it’s cooking, then die 
of happiness as you eat it. 


Halloween paranoia gets to 


certain ma- 

turity comes 

with becom- 

ing a Hopkins 

upperclass- 
man as students learn how 
to deal with the responsi- 
bility of growing up and 
moving into their own off 
campus places. That’s what 
I like to think, anyway. 

The first thing my mom 
said when she found out 
my apartment was on the 
first floor? 

“You can NEVER open 
your windows; someone 
will break in!” 

The unmanageable and 
unyielding apartment heat 
finally got to me though, 
and I caved. I decided to 
be brave. I opened my win- 
dows. 

Much to the benefit of 
my wound- up personal- 
ity, the looming Hallow- 
een date has triggered a 
slew of spooky-themed TV 
shows and movies on air. 
And there’s nothing like 
the holiday season to jus- 
tify a marathon (or five) of 
“Criminal Minds.” It’s all 
fun and games until the 
victims on the show are all 
young brunette females. 

One Halloweekend 
night, I was startled awake 
at 4 am. by the sound 
of our buzzer for entry 
into the building. Heart 
pounding, I checked to 
make sure I had closed my 
ground-level window for 
the night but otherwise 
made no movement. I wait- 
ed. I heard no sleepy shuf- 
fling from my roommates 

and no desperate attempts 
to get into the building. | 
clung to my teddy bear, a 
girl’s best life support, and 
waited for the shadows to 
Jurk past my window, but 
none ever loomed forward. 


Perspiration gathered on 
my forehead — was it the 
radiator? Or was | actually 
losing my mind? 

This theory was put to 
the test on this past Monday 
night of Frankenstorm. A 
few friends wanted to gath- 
er on the other side of cam- 
pus for a celebratory movie 
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, rants, lists, thoughts, feelings, missed connections, haikus, confessions, furtive glances and, of course, sex. 


Amen break: Granddaddy of Music Samples 


or the past 30 
years or so, mu- 
sical sampling 

has attained a 

significant role in 
the music industry. What is 
sampling exactly? Accord- 
ing to Wikipedia, music 
sampling is taking a por- 
tion of one recording and 
using it as an instrument 
in a differ- 
ent record- 
ing. Through 
samples, one 
can create an 
entirely dif- 
ferent 
from the ori- 
gin of 


song 


said 
Sa mples. 


the Winston’s well 


most 
known song. It reached 
number 7 of the Billboard 
Hot 100 in 1969. Its com- 
poser, Richard Spencer, 


the saxophonist of the 
Winstons, won a Grammy 
in 1970 for best R&B song. 
“Amen, Brother” was just 
an updated funk version 
of an old gospel standard 
and 
isn't 


there 
much 
of anything 
that makes 
it more spe- 
cial than the 
hundreds of 
other records 
released dur- 
ing that time. 


An example At around 
of @ this) eas 2 the one min- 
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ing... by second mark, 


DJ Shadow. 
Released in 
1996, it has 
been cited 
by the Guin- 
ness Book of 
Records as the first album 
ever to be created entirely 
with samples. If you were 
to listen to the original 
material the samples come 
from, you would see how 
they do not sound any- 
thing like the instrumental 
hip hop and trip hop feel 
that DJ Shadow falls under. 

That being said, how 
important is music sam- 
pling today? The use of 
music sampling led to the 
birth of hip hop and helped 
with the development of 
electronic music. Out of all 
the genres of music, these 
two in particular revolve 
around sampling. Even 
today, there are countless 
songs that are sculpted en- 
tirely with samples. In all 
actuality, it was one sam- 
ple in particular that led to 
such developments in the 
music industry. It’s called 
the Amen Break. 

The Amen Break is a 5.2 
second long drum solo in 
the song “Amen, Brother” 
by The Winstons, a 1960’s 
funk and soul band from 
Washington DC. “Amen, 
Brother” was a B-Side to 
the song “Color Me Father,” 


The buzzer rang again. 
And again. 

I edged closer to the in- 
tercom and made the bold 
move to huddle in a squat 
on the floor in fear. My 
roommate ran Over, tempt- 
ed to talk to the stranger 
outside, but instead became 
distracted by my anguished 


night, and pleas not 
while I : A to move 
vale ite Samantha Ritwo Se eas 
oug 
f d H crazy, pSy- 
time Dako Guest Columnist cnetitie: 
can't help outside 
but cherish our door 


my health and rather dry 
state. I chose to stay at my 
apartment instead and even 
humored the idea of starting 
my homework. 

That’s when the buzzer 
rang — not one of those 
quick beeps to get our at- 
tention, but one of those 
long, incessant rings. 
Someone was outside, and 
they wanted us to know it. 

Being the first room to 
our building, this has hap- 
pened before, where people 
will ring for entry to the 
building at odd hours of 
the night. Our sudden feel- 
ings of popularity often 
fizzle with the realization 
that we're only as desirable 
as our apartment number 
is high on the list of rooms. 
In a storm like this, though, 
no one would be walking 
around unless he had a final 
destination in mind. Our 
apartment was the target. 

I thought of the les- 
sons crime television has 
offered me. ‘Don’t fol- 
low a routine. Don’t leave 
the blinds open at night. 
I looked at our common 
room blinds, pulled up to 
offer a view of the rainy 
street, and I realized these 


would realize we were 
home, since the blinds being 
up and lights on were hint 
enough. 

The buzzer beeped once 
more. 

I suggested it was the 
wind — is that even possi- 
ble? My roommate wanted 
to open the door. I forced 
her to lock it instead. 

The buzzer continued 
to shriek and shake my 
nerves silly. 

I begged for my room- 


COURTESY OF RENNINGS VIA FLICKR 
moments would be my last. Halloween is a spooky time but it's also a time for fun so don't sweat it. 


Musicophilia 
A history and analysis 
on the current state of 
music 


all of the in- 
struments 
drop out ex- 
cept for the 
drums for 
four bars. 
The drummer, Gregory 
Coleman, maintains the 
previous beat for two bars, 
then subtly changes the 
third and fourth bar lead- 
ing into the band’s reentry. 
This would become the 
most used sample in the 
history of music. 
Obviously it didn’t hap- 
pen immediately. “Amen, 
Brother” lay dormant for 
more than a decade while 
the Winstons broke up 
shortly after “Color Me 
Father” and faded into ob- 
scurity. But then in 1986, 
the drum break showed 
up in the first volume of 
“Ultimate Breaks and 
Beats,” a bootleg compila- 
tion of drums-only tracks. 
Why were they only drum 
tracks? DJ’s and producers, 
starting with people like 
Afrika Bambaataa and DJ 
Kool Herc in the late 70s 
and early 80s, had used 
drum breaks from old 
funk songs because those 
breaks where people’s fa- 
vorite part to dance to and 
such drum breaks were 
good backing material for 
rappers to rap over. It was 
DJ Kool Here who saw 


+ 


everyone, or maybe just me 


mate to stay still, but our 
attacker outsmarted us 
and asked other residents 
to let them in. I heard the 
main door unlock just as I 
heard my heart drop into 
my stomach. 

There was a knock on 
the door. 

My roommate gasped. 
I shushed her. He could 
have heard us! She bravely 
asked who was there ... 

And my friends Nathan 
and Pat cheerily replied 
they were just stopping 
by to visit (a casual walk 
across campus in a hur- 
ricane never hurt anyone). 
They wanted to check how 
we were braving the storm. 

I wish everyone a Hap- 
py Halloween! I hope you 
survived the storm and 
got some tasty treats in 
your trick-or-treat buckets. 
If you stumbled across a 
blacked out apartment in 
your shenanigans, it wasn’t 
a grumpy old man avoid- 
ing giving out candy — it 
was probably me. Hiding 
from the real world. 


this and then found ways 
to isolate and prolong the 
drum_ breaks, especially 
Break. This 
become the blue- 
print to what would be- 
come hip hop. A new piece 
of digital equipment called 
the sampler made it much 
easier for producers to cre- 
ate loops and tracks with 


the Amen 
would 


samples as well as set the 
tempo. 
Meanwhile, across the 
Atlantic Ocean, in the rap- 
idly changing electronic 
music scene of Britain in 
the early 1990's, the sampler 
helped electronic produc- 
ers combine their Ameri- 


can house, techno, dub 


and reggae influences all 
together. Producers found 
drum breaks that suited 


their sound and such beats 
became used so much 
that fans recognized them 
and started to look at how 
each producer manipulat- 
ed them. The main drum 
break used was the Amen 
Break, which many British 
producers first heard on the 
“King of Beats,” a six minute 
long track of hip hop beats 
and other samples released 
by Mantronix, a producer 
from New York. This time 
though, the Amen Break 
was chopped up, layered, 
and processed, making the 
drum the central track as 


opposed to a rhythm like in 
hip hop. The Amen Break 
spread and as music tech- 
nology advanced, the break 
was further manipulated to 
the point where the original 
sample was unrecogniz- 
able. 

So why did the Amen 
break become the most 
used sample out of any 
other sample? It was easy 
to sample and manipulate 
and by a certain point, 
people tended to use it be- 
cause everyone else was 
using it. In addition, the 
loose sound Coleman, the 
drummer, created using 
a ride cymbal filled the 
sound of the sample and 
the “crunchiness” of the 
recording was an appeal- 
ing quality to producers. 

Now, neither the per- 
former, Coleman, nor the 
copyright owner, Spen- 
cer, has ever received any 
royalties from the use of 
the sample. Even though 
the copyright laws con- 
cerning sample use have 
been made more clear, 
the Amen Break has been 
used so much for free, that 
it is practically part of the 
public domain. If it was 
not for this sample, hip- 
hop and electronic music 
would still exist, but it 
wouldn’t be the same as 
what we know. 


The Dogwood Restaurant: 
Definitely worth the walk 


espite its 
somewhat 
under-= 
ground  lo- 
cation, the 
Dogwood Restaurant on 
Hampden’s The Avenue 
is not to be overlooked. 


Located below the bi-— 


kram yoga studio’s giant 
“LOVE” sign, the restau- 
rant is a cozy room with 
murals on its walls. Con- 
trary to the common re- 
view that Dogwood’s din- 
ing room is like a cave, its 
enclosed underground 
environment gives it a 
warm, comfortable feel. 
Dogwood provides a 
convenient escape from 
Charles Village,  feel- 
ing miles away from the 
Donna’s and Carma’s and 
Tamber’s that we’re all too 
familiar with while being 


dations. We ordered a slice 
of pumpkin cheesecake 
and a slice of key lime pie 
to share for the table. They 
were generous portions, 
but we had no problem 
cleaning both plates. The 
pumpkin cheesecake was 
light and fluffy, not dense, 
with good flavor and can- 
died walnuts inside. The 
key lime pie was scrump- 
tious and tangy with a 
delicious crumbly crust. 
These slices were the per- 
fect conclusion to our sal- 
ad and burger meal. 
Dogwood has a wide 
and varied menu, but we 
elected to order burgers 
for a good stick-to-your- 
ribs meal considering our 
jeans were soaked after 
our rainy hike to Hamp- 
den. We got the “House- 
made Dal & Ancient 
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in second-hand _ stores 
and palm-reading stores 
as you approach dinner 
is a great distraction from 
the workload at Hopkins. 
For those who become too 
tired or whose bellies are 
too full after dinner to 
imagine walking again, 
time your restaurant exit 
to grab the Blue Jay Shut- 
tle’s Pink Line on your 
way home. 

Also take note: Dog- 
wood offers “mid-week 
community specials,” ac- 
cording to its website, like 
the TGIF first drink free 
deal when you eat at the 
bar. 

We hada great Saturday 
night dinner at Dogwood, 
despite getting caught in 
a rainstorm during what 
we intended to be a scenic 
walk into Hampden. We 


had made a reservation 


on their website (probably 
not necessary, but a good 
assurance __ considering 
how easy it is to click no 
more than three buttons 
on your computer screen), 
but when we called to 
push it back no one picked 
up the phone. Neverthe- 
less, once there we re- 
‘ceived excellent service 
from a friendly waitress, 
who really won us over 
when she gave us two de- 
licious dessert recommen- 


er, made of mostly lentils 
and quinoa was _ spicy 
(beware!) but it had good 
flavor (Moroccan spices 
and ginger) and was more 
palatable when paired 
with the goat cheese, 
roasted piquillo peppers, 
veggies and drizzle on 
the side. It was good, but 
1 wouldn’t order it again. 
The*black and blue burger 
was huge but got a rave re- 
view from my eating part- 
ner, who said it was “so 
good” with grilled onions, 
mushrooms and of course 
yummy blue cheese. We 
also ordered the seasonal 
“Autumn Salad” to share, 
which they kindly split in 
half without us having to 
ask. It had all sorts of fresh 
seasonal ingredients in- 
cluding pumpkin seeds — 
definitely try this! 
Dogwood is a cool res- 
taurant to dine at and sup- 
port because of its social 


mission. Dogwood aims 
to “transform lives one 
plate at a time by provid- 
ing training opportunity 
and paid employment to 
individuals who are tran- 
sitioning from addiction, 
homeless- 
underem- 
ployment,” according to its 


incarceration, 
ness, and/or 


website. 


It’s worth a visit, so 


check it out! 
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Editorial 


University poised despite weather @ 


With Hurricane Sandy now gone, 
the recovery process has begun. The 
University and its surroundings, 
however, have emerged relatively 
unscathed. This is largely due to 
the people who worked through the 
storm to insure Hopkins was pre- 
pared 

This page would like to thank 
and congratulate them for their ef- 
forts. The dining staff for keeping 
the kitchens running and serving 
lines moving. The security team 
for not only doing its job in some 
very difficult ponte but going 
above and beyond when respond- 
ing to maintenance requests and 
stopping leaks themselves. The 
Housing office for going so far as 
to make preparations for students 
who may need to evacuate from 
off-campus housing. The IT staff 
for keeping the Internet up and 
running. Electricians for keeping 
power available. Grounds crew 
members for making it possible to 
safely move around campus 

We are equally grateful to all of 
the maintenance staff in the vari- 
ous off-campus housing residences. 
Many worked alone, covering multi- 
ple locations with no time to rest and 
no one to provide relief to keep their 
residents safe. 


When storms like Hurricane San- 
dy approach, the most common reac- 
tion is to stock up and stay at home 
with family. For the various support 
staff to not only not give in to that 
instinct but to also do an exemplary 
job during the storm was something 
that took a tremendous amount of 
sacrifice and dedication. The Uni- 
versity and its students are fortunate 
to have people like this around. The 
things they do throughout the year 
are worthy of our thanks but the 
things they have done over the past 
few days and will continue to do 
throughout the recovery process are 
ever the more laudable. 

In addition, this page commends 
school administrators for keeping 
students continuously informed 
during the storm. Dean Susan Bo- 
swell, Vice Provost Sarah Steinberg, 
Senior Vice President Daniel Ennis 
and Provost Jonathan Bagger sent 
out countless emails before, dur- 
ing and after the storm which filled 
students in on everything from 
University emergency preparations 
to storm projections. These emails 
went a long way in assuaging the 
fears of students and worried par- 
ents. We are thankful to the Univer- 
sity for handling this situation with 
such poise and expertise. 
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The News-Letter keeps all those affected by 
Hurricane Sandy in our thoughts and prayers 
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Uncovered 9 


By JOHN CORBETT 


year ago, an article 
ran in The News- 
Letter which dis- 
Cussed the topic 
ot covered grades. 
indicated that the 
Affairs subcommit- 
tee of the Academic Council 
had recently approved a motion 
to eliminate the first s 
grading policy, 


The article 
Academic 


-mester 
which indicates 
only a Satisfactory or unsatisf 
tory performance in the course 
and does not calculat 
received in first se 


ac= 


e grades 
mester class- 
es into cumulative grade point 
average (GPA). This recommen- 
dation, if approved by President 
Ron Daniels, would take effect 
in the fall of 2014. 

I've been meaning to write 
this article for a while, because 
I think it is one of the most im- 
portant questions that shape the 
Hopkins academic experience, 
The policy of covered grades 
should not be eliminated in 
2014, or ever. There are myriad 
reasons why this is the case, 
and I won’t be able to explore 
them all in the space of this ar- 
ticle, but what follows are some 
of the arguments I consider to 
be most important. 

Among the reasons why cov- 
ered grades are a good idea is 
an obvious fact: adjusting to 
college is difficult. Most stu- 


dents are unfamiliar with the ~ 


challenges of living away from 
home, allocating their time to 
accommodate a college work- 
load, establishing a circle of 
friends, and, in the case of in- 
ternational students, familiar- 
izing themselves with a foreign 
culture. In light of these chal- 
lenges, it is beneficial to give 
students a “grace period” dur- 
ing which they can fully adjust 
themselves to the rigors of col- 
lege life without worrying as 
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much about their GPA 

Covered grades also promote 
academic exploration. Another 
News-Letter article published 
last spring, gives voice to what 
many students 


who experi- 


enced covered found 
to be true: decreased academic 
pressure allows students to en- 
roll in classes that they ordinar- 
ily would not take for fear of 


academic 


i rades 


reprisals. Academic 


not sufficient to establish slack- 
ing as a cause. Moreover, stud- 
GPA trends at 
across the country have shown 


les of schools 
tend 
dur- 
than 
con- 


that students universally 
to receive higher GPAs 
ing their sophomore year 
their freshman year, and 
tinue to improve in each sub- 
sequent That the trend 
exists universally suggests that 


year 


adjustment factors, decreasing 


exploration is a good thing, be- class sizes for upper-level sub- 
cause it allows jects, or other 
students who = = = = structural fac- 
may have tors are , 
never heard of A mons the reasons reasons hee 
departments whvy covered orades men. tradition- 
like Writing : Fp Sadii ally perform 
Seminars or area goodideaisan poorly, rather 
>) sic 4 . “overe 
tee Hi. obvious fact: aie ec 
E grades. The im- 
ics they en- adjusting to college portant _ take- 
joy. When , eee e) 2 away is that, if 
students dis- 1S difficult. the trend ex- 
cover subjects ists nationwide 
they enjoy, at schools that 


they are more likely to apply 
themselves, achieve highly 
and choose not to transfer to a 
school with different academic 
offerings. The maximization of 
academic exploration is espe- 
cially important for students 
during their first semester than 
in subsequent ones. Therefore, 
it makes sense to provide risk- 
free opportunities for academic 
exploration to students during 
their first semester. 

But what about “slacking?” 
In last spring’s News-Letter ar- 
ticle, William Conley, Dean of 
Enrollment and Academic Ser- 
vices, asserted “I ... think that 
students aren’t applying the 
study skills their first semester 
that they would otherwise.” 
Specifically, opponents of cov- 
ered grades point to the trend 
that Hopkins freshmen gener- 
ally have lower GPAs than their 
peers in other classes. However, 
pointing to a statistical trend is 


don’t have a policy of covered 
grades, then eliminating cov- 
ered grades here won’t reverse 
the trend and send freshman 
GPAs skyrocketing. 

Another issue Conley ad- 
dressed in last spring’s article is 
the notion that Hopkins deflates 
grades relative to other top-tier 
universities with which Hop- 
kins students compete in the 
job market and in the admis- 
sions departments for graduate 
schools. If Hopkins students do, 
in fact, experience grade defla- 
tion relative to our peers, then 
covering first semester grades 
would do something to rem- 
edy this inequity, given that 
freshman year GPAs have been 
shown to be lower on average. 

Conley downplays this con- | 
cern, portrays it as an excuse 
for poor performance and, 
most bewilderingly, claims, 
“If you're applying to medi- 
cal school from here with a 


Sandy sheds light on candidates’ silence 


By AGASTYA MONDAL 


urricane Sandy 
has finally come 
and gone, but she 
has left a trail of 
devastation in her 
wake. And environmental catas- 
trophes like her are becoming 
more common and are a direct 
result of climate change. Unfor- 
tunately, in our 
modern _ society, 
climate change 
is one of the least 
publicized yet 
one of the most 
important issues 
that faces the next 
generation. 

With the com- 
ing election, 
presidential can- 
didates Barack 
Obama and Mitt 
Romney have tac- 
tically avoided 
discussing the 
importance of 
climate change 
and the environ- 
ment. In fact, this 
debate cycle was 
the first since 
1988 which had 
no mention of 
these vital issues. 
In the barrage 
of personal at- 
tacks and mean- 
ingless rhetoric, 
the candidates 
avoided discuss- 
ing the pressing 
issue that is our 
rapidly changing 
climate. 

Climate change 
has always been a 
multifaceted and 
polarizing issue 
within the Ameri- 
can political sys- 
tem. Numerous 
climate scientists 
have stressed that j 
human activity in the U.S. and 
other developed countries suc 
as China is doing irreparable 
damage to the environment. 
Then why is it that governments 
~ refuse to address climate change 
in the first place? One of the first 
major policies to attempt to ad- 
dress climate change was t 


A damaged truck 


Kyoto Protocol, adopted in 1997 
and fully implemented in 2005. 
The protocol aimed to cap the 
amount of carbon emitted by 
corporations in the complying 
nations. 

The U.S. was the only de- 
veloped. country which didn’t 
comply with the Kyoto Protocol, 
arguing that the major problem 
with the protocol was the lack of 


enforcement mechanisms. Espe- 
cially with the U.S. — the second 
largest emitter of carbon dioxide 
_ there were no repercussions for 
massive carbon emissions. 

The failure of the Kyoto Pro- 
tocol and other similar interna- 
tional efforts indicate that gov- 


he ernment may not be the answer 


COURTESY OF COMMONSWIKIMEDIA.ORG 
sits in a parking lot in Montgomery, N.Y. after Hurricane Sandy 


to climate change. While interna- 
tional taxation on carbon emis- 
sions is a noble goal, the problem 
lies in enforcement. International 
organizations such as the United 
Nations and the World Trade 
Organization do not have en- 
forcement power, and they must | 
respect the sovereignty of com- 
plying nations. To that end, the 
issue of climate 
change needs to | 
be on the political 
discussion table. 

But with our 
presidential can- 
didates ignoring 
the issue com- 
pletely, it turns 
to the people and 
local govern- 
ments to tackle 
this controversy. 
Local govern- 
ments, which are 
more accountable 
to the demands of 
the people, need 
to take the first 
steps in pressur- 
ing national and 
even international 
authoritative bod- 
ies into complying 
with international 
environmental 
standards. 

In addition, 
national _ policy 
should _ incentiv- 
ize © corporations 
to invest in green 


energy — through 
tax breaks and 
other similar 


mechanisms. 
The green move- 
ment will not and 
should not begin 
internationally. 
Individuals at the 
grassroots _ level 
must lead these 
social and policy 
changes that will 


inevitably affect the planet in 


which we live. Climate change 
will define our generation, and 
we need to act now. 


Agastya Mondal is a freshman Bio- 
medical Engineering and Applied 
Math double major from Pennington, 
NJ. 
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3 ) 
Harvard or virtually anywhere 
[he numbers show it.” I 
am interested to know which 
numbers Conley is referring to 


it’s the same as a 3.2 from 


else. 


here, since his statement leaves 
me wondering whether he actu- 
ally knows what grade inflation 
is. His statement, which essen- 
tially compares the prestige of 
Harvard versus that of Hop- 
kins, doesn’t actually address 
the problem of grade inflation: 
whether it is more difficult to 
earn a 3.2 at Hopkins than it is 
at Harvard. 

The work of two prominent 
grade-inflation researchers, Stu- 
art Rojstaczer and Christopher 
Healy, does address this prob- 
lem, and their findings lean in fa- 
vor of popular perceptions which 
say that Hopkins deflates grades 
relative to top-tier schools. 

To use Conley’s example, 
they show that since 1990, the 
average cumulative GPA at Har- 
vard has been a 3.30 or higher. 
In 2005, the most recent year in 
which Rojstaczer and Healy pro- 
vide statistics, the average was 
a 3.45. Similar trends exist at 
Yale, Columbia, Dartmouth,and 
Stanford. Hopkins, by contrast, 
was reported to have a 3.23 av- 
erage in the same year. And the 
outlook hasn’t improved much 
since; statistics available on the 
website for the Office of Stu- 
dent Life indicate that in 2011, 
the average Hopkins GPA was a 
3.27; still .03 below Harvard in | 
1990. I would be surprised and 
disappointed if Conley was in- | 
clined to suggest that this dis- 


With the exception of editorzals, 
the opinions expressed here are those 
of the contributors. They are not 
necessarily those of The Johns 
Hopkins News-Letter. 


rades? Why school administrators should think twice 


crepancy exists simply because 
students here aren’t as smart or 
don’t work as hard as those at 
Ivy League schools. 
Eliminating covered grades 
would almost certainly put 
Hopkins students at an even 
larger disadvantage to gradu- 


ates of Ivy League schools, 
something that seems fun- 
damentally unfair. But even 


if the administration doesn’t 
care about fairness, this trend 
has implications for something 
they should care about: student 
yields. 

Student yields measure the 
percentage of students accepted 
to a university who ultimate- 
ly decide to attend. In recent 
years, Hopkins’s yield has in- 
creased, and the first-semester 
pass/fail grade system is likely 
a part of that. Taken objectively, 
the idea is actually a remark- 
ably good one as a marketing 
effort aimed at students who 
have many impressive schools 
to choose between. Eliminate 
it, and you may get some mar- 
ginal increase in effort from 
the first-semester freshmen that 
do choose to come here (even 
though national trends suggest 
otherwise), but you'll also lose 
something: a lot of bright stu- 
dents who would rather get a 
Harvard education any way. 


John Corbett is a sophomore 
Economics and International Studies 
double major from Portsmouth, R.I. 
He is a staff writer for the News- 
Letter. 


Megan Crants 


Opioids are not the 


pioids are among 

the world’s oldest 

drugs and are still 

used today to man- 

age pain. Classified 

as narcotic analgesics, they are 

legally available by prescription. 

They work by binding to specific 

receptors in the nervous system 

and altering the way that the 

brain identifies and interprets 
pain sensations. 

Prescriptions are often given 

either orally, in pill or liquid 

form, or topi- 


answer for chronic pain 


altered, causing stimuli that were 
not painful before to become ago- 
nizing. While one might have pre- 
viously experienced hip pain only 
after walking for long distances, 
after taking opioids he may be- 
gin to experience additional pain 
when standing up or even sleep- 
ing. 

When this happens, a vicious 
cycle is created. More pain med- 
ication will be required to take 
away the pain from the sensitiv- 
ity originally induced by that 
same medica- 


through 
a pateh that 
slowly releases 
medication 


acetamino- 
phen, and may 
be considered by physicians 

when the non-opioids fail to 

help. Long-acting opioids are 

generally preferred, as they of- 

fer a more stable and depend- 

able form of pain control than 

short-acting ones. Some com- 

mon opioids include Vicodin, 

Percocet and Oxycontin. 

To many, opioids may seem 
like the best choice for patients 
with chronic pain. But this view is 
largely misguided. In reality, opi- 
oids are not effective for long-term 
treatment. 

Chronic. pain is character- 
ized by the frequent firing of 
pain signals in the nervous 
system. This continuous firing 
can be caused by a sudden oc- 
currence — like a back injury — 
or a constant source of pain — 
such as arthritis. Sometimes it 
even occurs without any bodily 
injury or harm. The effects of 
chronic pain can cause sleep 
impairment, loss of appetite, 
anxiety, depression, frustration 
and suicidal tendencies. It is 
psychologically and physically 
devastating. 

But opioids are not the answer. 
These narcotics are not physiologi- 
cally effective in the long-term and 
can even increase sensitivity to 
pain in the long-run. After taking 
opioids for long periods of time, 


one’s brain will be fundamentally 


To many, opioids may 
seem like the best 


tion. The body 
will build up 
a tolerance 
and need more 


through the choice for patients medication to 
skin. Opioids i i : feel the pain- 
are stronger with chronic pain. relieving — ef- 
than non-opi- : : : fects. 

oid siaiee But this view is This endless 
sics, such as largely misguided cycle can often 
NSAIDS and lead to addic- 


tion and even 
medication 
abuse to try to stop the unbear- 
able pain as it appears. Accord- 
ing to NPR, the use of prescrip- 
tion opioids currently results in 
more deaths in the U.S. due to 
intoxication than heroin and co- 
caine combined. 

Granted, opioids can be effec- 
tive for instant pain relief — after 
surgery, for example. For elderly 
patients or those with terminal ill- 
ness, I believe that itis acceptable to 
prescribe these medications, as the 
hypersensitivity cycle is less likely 
to be created. I agree that opioids 
are effective analgesics, just not for 
long-term, chronic pain. It is inef- 
fective to heal the symptom and 
not the cause. 

It is important for physicians to 
be honest with their patients and 
inform them that they cannot take 
their pain away, but can make it 
manageable for them. If the pa- 
tient is able to lead a normal life, 
this is a major milestone in their 
pain management. It is much bet- 
ter to be prescribed NSAIDS and 
participate in physical therapy or 


yoga than to enter a progression of 


steadily increasing pain. 


Megan Crants is a junior Writing 
Seminars and Cognitive Science 
double major from Nashville, Tenn. 
She is the science columnist for The 


News-Letter. 
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The apolocalypse that never was 


t’s funny how in my 
I talked 
Hurricane 


last article 


about 


Irene and how under- 
whelmed I was. Well, 
once again | was terribly 
underwhelmed with Hur- 
ricane—pardon me, | mean 


Super Storm—Sandy. 


| was over prepared for 
something that just didn’t 
happen. I don’t mean to 
trivialize Sandy because 
she did do a large amount 
of damage. But I’m from 


Michigan 


and we 
don’t get 
hurricanes. 
Well, we 
do but it’s 
the re- 


ject bit of rain that heads 
north. So, I guess I get 


sloppy seconds. 


My sister, roommate and 
I were all excited. We had 
never experienced a true 
hurricane like my Florid- 
ian suitemate who was as 
as a cucumber be- 
cause this was as normal 
for her as a nutcracker 


calm 


cracking walnuts. 


Look at that, two meta- 
phors ina row, this is going 


Dawson 
Cheeky Weekend joni. hea 


to be a crazy article! 

Anyway, I spent the 
weekend reading, writing, 
reading, 
and 


more 


being, 


reading, 
excited /freak- 
ing out for the impending 
doom that never really 
came; I even charged ALL 
my electronics waiting for 
a solitary gust to knock 
the power out. It obviously 
didn’t happen. 

I had a Zombie Apoca- 
lypse equivalent back-up 
plan because, as the weath- 
er man told 
me, it was 
going to 
be a doozy 


Mary- 


thought 
we'd all be without power 
tor days and some Mad 
Max dystopian 
would unfurl. 
Just to make it clear: 1) 
I have a large imagination 
and 2) I tend to exaggerate. 
I personally think the 
best part of the hurricane 
was looking for supplies. 
Call me crazy but it was 
fun. 
My 


crazy 


battery-powered 


candles, 24-pack of water, 


~ COURTES 


WWWZTARGET.COM 
Battery-powered candles like these are the classiest way to weather a hurricane. 


blankets 


dom necessities | thought | 


extra and ran- 
would need are all starring 
me down as | type. 

| went with my sister to 
look for simple things like 
a radio and flashlights. Ha. 
It didn’t really work out. 

We 
searching for w hat you 
usually get during a hur- 
ricane. We went to tons of 
different stores: Wal-Mart, 
Target, CVS, EVERY- 
WHERE! But we couldn’t 
find what we needed and 
felt discouraged. So we 


went everywhere 


decided to call it a night 
and head back to campus 
with our tails between 
our legs. 

But alas, hallelujah glo- 
ry be! Our beacon of hope 
a Rite-Aid in some 
random side street in Bal- 
timore County. Unfortu- 
nately they didn’t have any 
flashlights but what they 
had was classier: battery- 
powered candles. Yeah, 
you read right, battery- 
powered candles. How 
awesome is that? As soon 
as my sister and I saw 
them we knew this was 
way better than any stupid 
flashlight. They 
don’t burn that 
brightly, but de- 
tails shmetails. 
They immedi- 
ately _class-up 
my very messy 
and very disas- 
trous-looking 
room. 

With 
bottled water 
and battery- 
powered  can- 


was 


for any type of 


apocalypse— 
except for a 
Clown Apoca- 


lypse because 
that’s just incon- 
siderate. 
Anyway, | 
hope everyone 
fared well and 


enjoyed my 
weekend ram- 
bles. 


Calendar 
of 
JHU 
Events 


Friday Nov. 2 


Dia de Los 
Muertos 
FP In stes 
Great Hall, Levering 


Come for The Day 
of the Dead clos- 
ing ceremonies and 
stay to celebrate the 
end of Latin Heri- 
tage Month. There 
will be music and 
refreshments. You 
can even show up in 
costume! 


The Dark Knight 
Rises . 
8 p.m. 
Gilman 50 


The HOP and Friday 
Night Films present 


Christopher Nolan‘s 
conclusion to the 
epic Dark Knight 
Trilogy. So if you're 
still in the mood for 
some intense super- 
hero action after 
Halloween, come 
by Gilman to watch 
Christian Bale, Jo- 
seph Gordon-Levitt, 
and Anne Hathaway 
in The Dark Knight 
Rises. Even if you've 
already seen it, the 
movie is worth a 
second viewing. 


EVENTSJHU.EDU 


Twelve Angry 
Jurors 
8 p.m. 
Swirnow Theatre, 
Mattin 


This weekend marks 
the opening of the 
Barnstormers’ pro- 
duction of Twelve 
Angry Jurors. Regi- 
nald Rose’s famous 
play, also known as 
Twelve Angry Men, 
is sure to deliver a 


night of quality the- 
ater. The play runs 
this weekend and 
next, through Nov. 
11. 


REGINALD ROSE 
EVENTS JHU.EDU 


Sunday Nov. 4 


Peabody 
Concerts 
3 p.m. & 7:30 p.m. 
Peabody Campus 


This Sunday come 
Out, afor the Pea- 
body Preparatory 
Faculty Recital at 3 
p.m. in Leith Sym- 
ington Griswold 
Hall. If you miss that 
show, you can still 
catch the Peabody 
Pre-Conservatory 
Violin Choir Con- 
cert at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Cohen-Davison 
Family Theatre. So 
take the JHMI shut- 
tle to Peabody and 
support the school’s 
talented students 
and Professors. 


dles, I’m ready | 
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Nas will be in the Baltimore-D.C. area this weekend, doing a show at Baltimore's Rams Head Live. 


Nas does shows in Baltimore and D.C. 


By ALEXA KWIATKOSKI 
Your Weekend Editor 


Nas is often described 
as hip hop’s poet laureate. 

Born Nasir bin Olu 
Dara Jones, Nas is the son 
of jazz and blues musician, 
Olu Dara. 

Nas himself has become 
known as one of the most 
influential rappers. The 
vitriolic content of his lyr- 
ics and his rhyming skills 
have brought him success 
and critical acclaim. 

He has spent twenty 
years in the business, 
earning 11 Grammy nom- 
inations and 7 platinum 
albums. 

This weekend, Nas will 
be in the Baltimore-D.C. 
area. 

On Sunday night at 8 
p.m. Nas is doinga show 


| at the DAR’ Constitution 


Hall in D.C. He is perform- 
ing alongside fellow hip- 
hop artist Lauryn Hill. 
This event is a part of 
their “Life Is Good/Black 
Rage” tour. The title comes 
from Nas’ recent album, 
Life is Good, and Hill’s song 


about racial inequality, 
“Black Rage.” 

Then on Monday night at 
8:30 p.m. Nas will be at Bal- 
timore’s own Rams Head 
Live. The venue is calling 
the performance: “Surprise 
at the Club! Nas.” The show 
also features Jhene Aiko. 

Doors open at 7:30 p.m. 

Rams 
Head is 
clearly de- 
lighted to 
welcome 
the respect- 
ed rapper. 

On their 
website, he 
is called 
“Gifted 
poet. Con- 
£5625) 5:0. 
Agitator. 
Metaphor 
master. 
Street’s dis- 
ciple. = Po- 
Ln titecsa 
firebrand. 
Tongue- 
twisting 
genius.” 

So in the 
upcoming 


gr 1 
COURTESY OF FLICKR.COM 
Lauryn Hill joins Nas for an exciting show in D.C. 


days, you have 2 chances to 
catch Nas’s shows. 

Head down to D.C. and 
watch him light up the 
stage with Lauryn Hill, 
or wander by local Rams 
Head Live to see a more in- 
timate performace. 

Either way, it’s sure to 
be an electrifying night. 


Calendar 
of 
B‘more 
Events 


Thursday Nov. I 


Othello (with 
Lawrence Olivier) 
7 p.m. 

The Walters Art 
Museum 


This Thursday night, 
the Walters Art Mu- 
seum is screening 
Othello, specifically 
the 1965 movie ver- 
sion with Lawrence 
Olivier. This event is 
part of the Othello 
film series as well as 
Revealing African 
Presence in Renais- 
sance Europe. Come 
see this Shakespear- 
ian classic and enjoy 
a night of education 
and entertainment. 


Brandi Carlile 
8 p.m. 
Lyric Opera House 


Brandi Carlile’s most 
recent album, Bear 
Creek, debuted on 
June 5 and reached 
the Top 10. Now 
this talented sing- 
er-songwriter is on 
tour, and she’s com- 
ing to Baltimore's 
Lyric Opera House. 
Her style has been 
categorized as alter- 
nitive country and 
folk rock. So come 
out for a great show 
with this up and 
coming star. 


BIGHASSLE.COM/PUBLICITY 


Friday Nov. 2 


Greek Food and 
Cultural Festival 
All Day 
Annunciation. 
Cathedral 


In the mood for 


some culture? This 
weekend is the 
Greek Food and Cul- 
tural Festival at the 
Annunciation  Ca- 
thedral. Look out for 
homemade Greek 
food, wine and beer, 
gift vendors, and 


dancing. This event 
runs all weekend. At 
9 p.m. on Saturday 
there will be a Greek 
Night Tent Party. 


ee ae 


BALTIMORE.ORG/EVENTS 


Saturday Nov. 3 


Okaton Music Fest 
2012 
6 p.m. 
Rams Head Live 


Come by Rams 
Head Live Satur- 
day evening for the 
Otakon Music Fest 
2012: JAM Project, 
with Faylan and 
Natsuko Aso. This 
group performs 
Japanese — anime 
theme songs. Doors 
open at 5 p.m. 
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Edgar Allan Poe 


honored at Centerstage 


By AAFIA SYED 


Staff Writer 

Now playing at Cen- 
terstage, The Completely 
Fic tion-Utterly True-Final 


Strange Tale of Edgar Allan 
Poe, a two hours and fifteen 
minutes long extravaganza 
in which humor turns into 
morbidity from moment to 
moment, throws the audi- 
ence into the mind and 
madness of Baltimore's 
very own renowned poet. 
It does so by telling the sto- 
ry of his final days in the 
most unique way possible 
— through his dreams and 
nightmares. 

Directed by Curt Co- 
lumbus, the production 
somehow manages to 
reach into Poe’s past, as 
well as into his future — 
the afterlife and puts 
the audience directly in his 
head, taking them onto a 
journey with him. 

The atmosphere of the 
theater was perfect, with 
deep red drapes hang- 
ing from every wall and 
window and chandeliers 
dangling from the ceiling, 
draped in shrouds. of thin 
white fabric, which added 
a ghostly feel to the light- 
ing. 

Although fairly simple, 
all of these things, includ- 
ing the sounds of incom- 
prehensible whispers com- 
ing from every direction 
and shadows roaming be- 
hind the various curtains, 
added to the unexpected 
eeriness and involved the 
audience. 

The actors portraying 
doctors and nurses often 
stood amongst the audi- 
ence themselves, as op- 
posed to the play existing 
only upon the stage. At 
one point, snow fell lightly 
from above, each snowfall 
under its own spotlight, 
looking like rays of sun 
peeking through dark 
clouds. 


In The Completely Fiction- 
Utterly True-Final Strange 
Tale of Edgar Allan Poe, Poe 
(Bruce Nelson) is essential- 
ly running away from the 
ghost of death, trying to a 
find a way around this in- 
evitable fate. 

In watching him try to 
flee from death, the audi- 
ence delves into his life. 
Along the way, he must 
face several characters, in- 
cluding his dead mother 
and his past self. 

Although the reality 
of the play was difficult 
to grasp, it didn’t matter 
much, as part of its mag- 
ic was its delusions and 
jumps through time. 

As indicated by the 
play’s ironic title, this play 
took place both as a work 
of fiction in the poet's head, 
as well as in the reality of 
a hospital, both of which 
turned out to be equally 


significant in telling his | 


story. 

The moments of truth 
were made all the more 
powerful by the way that 
they were embedded into 
an otherwise tangled mess 
of insanity. 

The shifts between real- 
ity and madness were ef- 
fective in portraying Poe's 
fragile state of mind, one 
in which he himself was 


in his head and what was 
outside of it. 

Nelson did a phenome- 
nal job as Poe, as did Char- 
lie Thursten, who played 
Poe’s younger counter- 
part. 

Both mirrored one an- 


other brilliantly, making it | 


truly believable that they 
were essentially the same 
character, only in a differ- 
ent time and at a different 
stage in life. Their very 
demeanor was_ identical, 
along with the passion 
with which they spoke, 
even when their opinions 
See POE, Pace B4 
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Sirens sing for science on Saturday night 


By ELLE PFEFFER 


science & Technology Editor 


If you were looking for 


some outrageous dance 
moves, vibrant — chalk- 
boards and_ barbershop 


tunes this Saturday night, 
the Sirens’ “Sing for Sci- 
ence!” a cappella concert 
was the place to be. 

The event, the group’s 
second annual benefit con- 
cert, featured three groups 
from Hopkins as well as 
The Chimes from George- 
town University. 

With a colorful black- 
board backdrop of science- 
themed _ illustrations, the 
Mental Notes lived up to 
their name as the only 
comedy a cappella group 
on campus, starting off the 
night with their humorous 
rendition of “One Semester 
of Spanish, Spanish Love 
Song.” 

The All-Nighters, Hop- 
kins’s all-male group, fol- 
lowed, raising the bar 
with a mash-up of Kings 
of Leon’s “Use Somebody” 
and Katy Perry’s “The One 
that Got Away.” The two 
soloists practically spewed 


| passion during their per- 


formance and were only 
affected by pitchiness at 
the end. 

However, the  build- 
ing’s energy throughout 
the song made up for it and 
was only pushed by the 


| whole group’s movement 
never certain of what was | 


in sync with their flowing 
crescendos and diminuen- 
dos. 

The Sirens were loudly 
cheered onstage next and 
began with an energized 
performance of Tom Co- 
chrane’s “Life Is a High- 
way.” Soloist Lara Baez's 
clear voice added punch 
to the song and Jessica De- 
Bakey’s beat-boxing kept 
it energized. While the 
bridge provided a _ nice 
break from the sometimes 
repetitive refrain, it was 
a bit too low for Baez and 


| started to sound muddy. 


Their second song, the 
Jackson 5’s “I Want You 


Back,” featured some im- 
pressively synchronized 
dance moves that at times 
felt too rehearsed and over- 
powered the song. Soloists 
Ginny Drake and Kerry 
Moriarty each brought a 
unique sound to the piece, 
sweet and soulful, respec- 
tively, but they almost 
didn’t mesh well enough 
for a duet. 

With their button-ups, 
striped ties, playful snap- 
ping and barbershop style, 
the Georgetown University 
Chimes brought a fresh 
sound to the night with the 
next several songs. “In the 
Night” featured Grease- 
like doo and the 
soloists played out a love 
song scenario with fearless 
falsetto. Most humorous 
was the spoken interlude: 
“Yl be the Johns to your 
Hopkins; I'll be the Sandy 
to your hurricane...” They 
knew how to pander to 
their audience. 

The Chimes finished 
out the evening with a ren- 
dition of “Na Na Hey Hey 
Kiss Him Goodbye,” which 
got the whole audience in- 


WwoOps 


volved clapping, and end- 
ed with one of their own 
members sprawled out on 
the ground. They were at 
their best with the bold, 
strong notes of the piece. 

The concert, which 
lasted less than an hour, 
ended somewhat abrupt- 
ly. It was surprising that 
the Sirens performed 
so few songs at their 
own event. The Chimes 
stole the show, as people 
walked out still humming 
the na na na nas. 

After teaming up with 
GirlUp for last year’s bene- 
fit concert, “Sing for Soma- 
lia,” the Sirens decided to 
change things up a bit this 
year, pairing with Theta 
Tau, the professional engi- 
neering fraternity. 

“This year we worked 
with Theta Tau because 
we wanted to give back 
to a cause on the opposite 
side of the spectrum,” Jes- 
sica DeBakey, the president 
of the Sirens, wrote in an 
email to The News-Letter. 
“We thought it would hit 
closer to home for Hopkins 
students, since many of us 


COURTESY OF ELLE PFEFFER 
The Sirens donated the proceeds from thier Sing for Science concert to MATHS, a charter school in Maryland. 


have benefited from great 
math and_ science _pro- 
grams in our prior school- 
ing, enabling us to come 
here for college.” 

Kerry Moriarty, a 
member of both groups, 
facilitated the collabora- 
tion. Proceeds from the 
admission fee will go to 
the Maryland Academy 
of Technology and Health 
Sciences (MATHS), a pub- 
lic charter school for chil- 
dren in grades 6-12 special- 
izing in STEM learning. 
The funds will go directly 
to their robotics club and 
school supplies. 

“Theta Tau decided to 
support MATHS because 
we like to give back to the 
community. As an engi- 
neering fraternity, we sup- 
port the STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, 
and Mathematics) teach- 
ing that they focus on at 
MATHS,” Marc Madore, 
service chair for Theta Tau 
wrote in an email to The 
News-Letter. “It is really 
great to help local Balti- 
more students learn about 
and discover engineering!” 


That time a rock star texted (but later stood up) our guest columnist 


‘m only 21, and so I 
expect that at some 
vague point in my 
lifetime (maybe to- 
morrow), I'll get 
stood up. I'll sit at the cof- 
fee bar, mocha in hand, 
eagerly peering at the 
door. 
The little bell of hope 


to a text from Chad. Star- 
struck, I rambled for a bit 
about how excited I was 
for the upcoming show. We 
tried to reschedule a few 
times, but to no avail. My 
phone was still cold. 

The past behind me, it 
was finally time for the 
concert. 


will ring each time the Although I didn’t know 
door swings wheth- 
open, and e r 
open, and Hannah Decatur Chae 
comes un- C actua 
hinged, 1 GUeSt Columnist 12s * 
will too. name 


Well, it finally hap- 
pened last week. I got 
stood up. But this wasn’t 
just your average run-of- 
the-mill no-show. No, this 
was a celebrity. 

I stared for two hours 
at the little black box with 
the Verizon check on it, 


waiting for the lead singer. 


of State Radio (his name 
is Chad) to call. It’s the 
same black box that gets 


all warm when it’s been - 


attached to my ear for too 
long. It was cold. , 

I stared at it, notic- 
ing that it lacked the wet, 
filmy substance I detest 
when I finally put it down. 
I have to wipe it on my 
sweater. But now, I want 
nothing more than this 
murky muck. I pleaded at 
the screen, begging it to 
light up. 

Life lesson alert! 

If you can’t get ahold 
of a celebrity, his manager 
will give you his personal 
cell phone number. 

Yes, I have my first (of 
many, no don’t give me 
that look — I'm hopeful!) ce- 
lebrity numbers. ee 

I woke up one morning 


is Urmston or Stokes (re- 
search yields me both), or 
how his hometown of Bos- 
ton influences his music, 
or even his favorite part of 


my flannel-less torso, and 
shrugged. At least I stood 
out. 

Rams Head Live, locat- 
ed inside Powerplant Live, 
is a small venue. I got there 
early, and so I roamed 
around for a bit, taking 
note of the snack shack set 
up in the far right corner. I 
knew I’d want some nug- 


gets later. 
I leafed through some 
pamphlets tossed hap- 


hazardly across the bar 
counter, which featured 
an advertisement for State 
Radio’s latest album, Rab- 
bit Inn Rebellion. A large 
banner with the numbers 
“1138” hung as the stage’s 
backdrop; it wouldn't be 


Until now, I’d never been 
to a venue this intimate, 
and I was able to stand di- 
rectly against the stage. 

As the opening band — 
Zap and The Naturals — as- 
sumed their places shortly 
after 8:00, I could practi- 
cally touch the bassist. The 
band played tunes of the 
indie-reggae variety, and 
the crowd swayed to the 
music. 

As time wore on, the 
venue started filling up, 
and I was phased out of my 
prime spot. 

Looking for a new place 
to lurk, I spotted an Am- 
nesty International table. 
The sequence “1138” was 
every where. 


the number of civil mar- 
riage rights which do not 
apply to same-sex couples. 
I signed the petition for 
civil marriage rights and 
got inked. 

A thick black “1138” 
was tatooed on my wrist 
for the next three days. 
Each time someone asked 
me about it (which hap- 
pened frequently), was 
an opportunity to inform 
someone about this in- 
equality. 

As the four members of 
Zap and The Naturals left 
the stage, there was an in- 
terlude before State Radio 
took the stage. 

While this set-up busi- 
ness occurred, I stumbled 


touring, I upon the 
knew one opening 
thing - I band’s 
was excit- drummer 
ed to see — Ry Pil- 
the man la. It was 
whose his last 
cell phone night per- 
number [| forming 
had _ pro- alongside 
grammed State Ra- 
into my dio, who 
phone. Ry called 
The day a ~ “cool” 
was final- group of 
ly here - guys. 
Thursday, A s 
Oct. 25, or State Ra- 
as I like to dio took 
call it, The the stage, 
Day I Saw the —en- 
Chad. tire venue 
7 dene erupted 
will call with ex 
rl hand- citement. 
v nes , COURTESY OF STATE RADIO VIA FACEBOOK T's 
my tick- Chad Urmston, Chuck Fay, and Mike Najarian make up State Radio. The band played at Rams Head Live Thursday. ¢ a 1 m 
ets, and | | ' sways of 


stepped into a sea of plaid, 


_converse-wearing concert- 


goers. I looked down at 


until later in the show 
that I learned of its signifi- 


cance. 


I spoke with the woman yonder minutes were re- 
running the booth, and _ placed by the occasional 


discovered that “1138” is 


rowdy fist-pump. Now, 


I was pushed back even 
further — the last stand- 
ing row. 

As the night wore on, 
State Radio crafted a nar- 
rative of revolutionary 
tunes that broke the status 
quo. Songs about the dark- 
er side of life — war and 
oppression — filled the 
air, but the audience never 
lost hope. 

As the lyrics turned 
hopeful, so too did the 
audience’s mood swings, 
explaining their transition 
from the calm sways to 
the fist pumps. As I hadn't 
heard lyrics from their new 
tracks before, I followed 
the audience’s direction, 
who mouthed along the 
entire time. 

At certain points, the 
house lights turned on 
and the band’s vocals shut 
off, and the audience sang . 
their songs back to them. 

It was the kind of show 
where you could find an 
empty corner to brood 
over the music where no 
one would bother you, or 
you could jump up and 
down against the stage, 
mouthing or yelling the 
words. It was even the 
kind of show where you 
could talk to your friends 
and still hear yourself 

think. ' 

I'd definitely recom- 
mend attending the next 
State Radio concert — 
their music is powerful, 
melodic, and even po- 

litical and their fans are 
friendly and fun. Best of 
all — they play in small 
venues, so you can stand 
close to feel the music. 
Hey, you might even 
get Chad’s number, too! 
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Walters exhibit explores Africans in Europe Suspenseful Poe play 
premieres at Centerstage 


By SOFIA IATAROLA 
Staff Writer 


One of the Walters Art 
Museum’s current = ex- 
hibitions, Revealing the 
African Presence in Re- 
naissance Europe, im- 
pressively explores the 
variety of roles of Afri- 
cans in art and life during 
this period. 

Consisting of mostly 
permanent collection 
including maps, 
manuscripts, drawings, 
engravings, paintings and 
even a couple of bronze 
statuettes, the exhibition 
provides visitors multi- 
ple frameworks through 
which they can _ learn 
about the interaction be- 
tween Europe and Africa. 

Split into two parts, 
the exhibition first pres- 
ents the role of Africans 
through the European 
artist's perspective. 

Popular themes such 
as the biblical story Ado- 
ration of the Magi, which 
depicts three figures (usu- 
ally kings) from the East 
presenting gifts to the in- 
fant Jesus, typically repre- 
sent one African figure. 

According to the exhib- 
it, though there is no men- 
tion of an African king in 
the Bible, late 15th and 
early 16th century Euro- 
pean navigation and the 
establishment of trading 
routes through Africa to 
India increased the con- 
tact between Europeans 
and Africans. 

Here, the exhibition 
delivers a few exquisite 
Renaissance paintings 
from the Netherlands and 
Italy. 

To express the mys- 
terious and exotic lens 
throu Europe 


objects 


“printed drawings of Af 


rican figures interacting 


isitors can 


with established stereo- 


types, such as gold and 
sugar as well as large and 
ferocious animals 

This part of the exhibit, 
in addition to supplement- 
ing the objects with his- 
torical context, probes into 
the religious importance 
of the African presence in 
Renaissance Europe. 
the New 
Testament portrays many 
passages through Egypt, 


Speci fically, 


and its according illustra- 
tions from centuries later 
depict Africans, 
tors and_ participants, 
both in a positive context, 


specta- 


as a function of diversity, 
or in a negative one, as a 
representation of pagan- 
ism. 

In other paintings pre- 
sented, the exhibition 
delves into a realm of 
more speculation and less 
historical ground. 

Various figures, com- 
monly servants or mis- 
cellaneous members in a 
large scene with darkened 
skin tones, create quasi- 
conclusions about the race 
of the figure. 

This tendency becomes 
more prominent in the 
exhibition’s second part— 
individuals of African an- 
cestry. 

Here, visitors learn 
about the European tra- 
dition that posed young 
African children as ex- 
otic objects to upper class 
Europeans, represented 
through portraiture. 

In the physical absence 
of these examples, the 
Walters offers reproduc- 
tions and informative la- 
bels as a supplement to 
the primary object. 

Following this section, 
the exhibition shows a 
series of magnificent por- 
traits of African rul 


above’ the portraits, 
excerpt from a letter writ- 


ten by the Ethiopian ruler 
Dawit III to the king of 
Portugal reads, “it 
prophesied ... in the book 
of the holy fathers that a 
European king and a king 
of Ethiopia should meet 
and that yet should give 
each other peace, and | 
did know if this would 
happen in my days.” 

Overall, this exhibition 
boasts impressive objects 
and artists, including the 
works. of Italian 
Mannerist painter, Jacopo 
Pontormo and Flemish Ba- 
roque master, Peter Paul 
Rubens amongst others. 

Speculation of ancestry 
and theories offered in 
lieu of conclusions could 
be a weakness of the ex- 
hibition. 

Even though the ex- 
hibition always offers a 
conclusion, key pieces 
that depend upon a cer- 
tain degree of uncertainty 
actually provoke more in- 
terest. 

For example, does the 


was 


iconic 


cleaning of Pontormo’s 
Portrait of Maria Salvi- 
ate de’Medici and Giulia 
de’Medici reveal that the 
child was once painted 
over, or does a Neapolitan | 
Portrait of Domenico Giu- | 
liani and servant, whose | 


composition makes the 
identity of the servant 
mysterious — a subordi- | 


nate? Son of a slave? II- | 
legitimate child? 

Given the variety of 
objects, contextual infor- | 
mation and some spectac- 
ular Renaissance paint- 
ings, visitors will leave | 
this exhibition with a 
well-rounded, if not sim- 
ple, understanding of the | 
representation of Africa | 
in Renaissance Europe. 

The exhibition also in- 
cludes an annexed part | 
which features students’ | 
artistic response. | 

Hopkins students can | 
see Revealing the African | 
Presence in Renaissance 
Europe for free until Jan. 
21, 2013. 


| served 


“COURTESY OF THEWALTERSORG- 


The African Presence exhibit is featured at the Walters until January 2013. 
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| differed. 


Poe’s confrontations 
with the past were the 
most interesting and at- 


tention-grabbing scenes 
in the play. 

His arguments with 
his former self — in a 


way, with his own self — 
, as introspection 
for him. 

It allowed him to realize 
where he had gone wrong 
and remember people he 
had hurt. 

Poe’s wife, Virginia 
(Caroline Kaplan), dressed 
in a haunting way that 


breathed both nostalgia 
and regret. 
As a former beauty 


that had decayed with the 


| passage of time, Virginia 


plays a very significant 
role in Poe’s life and in the 
show. 

The way each Poe inter- 
acts with her gives insight 
into how Poe has grown by 
the end of his life 

It also shows how he has 
not. 

Emotions are high dur- 
ing this final scene, and the 
audience clings onto every 
word uttered on stage. 

For a play in which the 
end is known by all from 
the beginning, the show 
succeeds in creating sus- 
pense that hangs by a 
thread, just like the fragile- 


| looking chandeliers float- 


ing up above. 

Valdemar (Libya Pugh) 
was the only actress who 
wasn't up to par. 

Her manner of walking 
and talking felt unbefit- 
ting to her character, and 
her French accent was not 
quite adequate. 

Ina fashion very similar 


to the film Midnight in Par-_ 
is, Poe encounters another 


literary figure — Charles 


Dickens (Jimmu Kieffer) — 
during this play and inter- 
acts with him in a comical 
fashion, giving us someone 
almost equally complex to 
compare and contrast him 
with. 

“| thought the play was 
both informative of Poe’s 
life both in content and its 
morbid visual aesthetic. 
The play’s real treat is in 
its use of special effects to 
add more than a touch of 
Gothic sentiment to some 
of the biggest tragedies in 
Poe’s life,” sophomore lan 
McMurray said. 

Overall, The Completely 
Fiction-Utterly True-Final 
Strange Tale of Edgar Allan 
Poe is an extremely mind- 
bending and _ haunting 
experience, but surpris- 
ingly not too far from the 
truth for a work of fiction. 

Poe’s final days turned 
out to be incredibly 
thought provoking for the 
audience. 

Nelson’s acting was ab- 
solutely phenomenal, leav- 
ing the audience feeling 
as though they knew Poe 
personally during his final 
days. 

The curtain doesn’t 
close once Poe has died. 

There is still more to 
see and hear after death 
has conquered him. 

There is even more still 
for the audience to con- 
sider and discuss once ~ 
they’ve left the theater — 
the significance of leaving 
behind a legacy in life and 
the ways in which one can 
keep themselves alive in 
the living world even after 
they have been torn away 
from it. 

The Completely Fiction- 
Utterly True-Final Strange 


Tale of Eidgat Aap ovat 


“plays through’ Nov.“ 


Centerstage. 


er 


Parenthood’s fourth season storylines put the family to the test 


By ALLI GRECO 
Staff Writer 


The beloved Braver-: 


man family is back for a 
fourth season on NBC's 
Parenthood. This season, 
viewers can fasten their 
seatbelts for a rollercoast- 
er ride of ups and downs 
that puts family bonds 
to the test and explores a 
vast spectrum of human 
emotions. 

Last season ended very 
positively, with much 
anticipation for parents 
and siblings Adam (Peter 
Krause), Sarah (Lauren 
Graham), Crosby (Dax 
Shepard) and Julia (Erika 
Christensen). Adam’s ca- 
reer at the Luncheonette 
recording studio finally 
took off, Sarah accepted 
her boyfriend, Mark(Jason 
Ritter)'s, marriage pro- 
posal, Crosby finally mar- 
ried Jasmine (Joy Bryant), 
and Julia and husband Joel 
(Sam Jaeger) adopted their 
second child. 

This season, 


life be- 


comes a little more chaotic 
and definitely more inter- 
esting for the Bravermans 
and their spouses. The 
overriding theme is that 


even in the face of frustrat- 
ing challenges or devastat- 
ing heartbreak, the family 
always sticks together and 
is a source of comfort, sup- 
port, and love. 


An example of a light- 


hearted yet difficult chal- 
lenge this season involves 
Sarah. After a _ failed 
marriage with her ex 
husband, two children, 
and a slew of waitress- 
ing gigs, she impulsively 
sweet-talks her way into 
a position as an assistant 
at a photography studio 
owned by Hank (Ray 
Romano), a gruff pho- 
tographer. Sarah’s kind 
demeanor eventually 
softens his rough exterior, 
and he eventually kisses 
her despite the fact that 
she’s engaged to Mark. 
Although it is just a 
kiss, the viewer immedi- 
ately understands how ma- 
jor this event is for Sarah. 
Just when she is finally 
happy with her profes- 
sional and personal life, 
her world is turned upside- 
down again. Her stunned 
speechlessness following 
the kiss perfectly embodies 
her confused and jumbled 
emotions. 


She finds her voice and 
inner personal maturity 
when she confides in her 
brother, Adam, rather than 
bottling up her feelings. 
Adam, in return, treats Sar- 
ah like the adult that she has 
become and honestly asks 
her whether her feelings for 
Mark have changed because 
of Hank’s actions, a question 
which she cannot definitive- 
ly answer. 

Sarah may not have ex- 
pected that question from 
Adam, but her exchange 
with him proves that she 
has grown into her adult- 
hood and is capable of hav- 
ing loving and comforting, 
yet serious and honest con- 
versations about life with 
her family. 

Crosby, a non-religious 
white man, also finds him- 
self in a sticky situation 
when his biracial son, Jabbar 
(Tyree Brown), reaches an 
age when he starts to ques- 
tion his race and his family’s 
religious beliefs. Used to life 
as a single parent not having 
to worry about these issues, 
Crosby is forced to rely on 
the help and support of both 
Jabar’s mother, Jasmine, and 
Jasmine’s mother, both A fri- 
can-American women who 


) 


of focusing 


were raised as Christians. 

Crosby was _ always 
the laid-back, goofy bach- 
elor who was always very 
playful and casual with 
his son. It’s interesting to 
now see him in a new role 
as a serious father and 
husband who must work 
with his family to raise his 
son right and cultivate a 
culture of honesty in his 
household. 

Julia and Joel find them- 
selves in a different situa- 
tion — after eagerly adopt- 
ing their son, Victor (Xolo 
Mariduena), they find that’ 
assimilating the quiet and 
aloof boy into the family is 
harder than they thought. 
The transition is especially 
rough for Julia, a very pro- 
fessional and motivated 
woman used to parent 
ing her low-maintenance, 
biological daughter, Sydney 
(Savannah Rae). 

Though she and Joel are 
used to parenting largely on 
their own and having ev- 
erything under control, they 
harness the help of their ex- 
tended family, inviting them 
to Victor’s baseball games 
and bring him to family par- 
ties to make him feel includ- 
ed and loved. Once confi- 
dent and rock-solid parents, 
Julia and Joel are unsure 
about how to raise their new 
son and must be even more 
understanding and creative 
to make him feel comfort- 
able. 

The climactic challenge 


‘of the season thus far faces 


Adam and his wife, Kris- 
tina (Monica Potter), as they 
cope with her life-changing, 
breast cancer 


fully maintained stability. 
Their handling of the ill- 
ness is heartbreaking in that 


on herself, 
he struggles with breaking 
the news to their children. 
However, the way that their 


diagnosis — 
that challenges their care- 


; and 


outpouring of love deeply 
humbles these two strong- 
willed parents, who have 
devoted their adult lives to 
being there for others. 

This season is a stark 
contrast from the over- 
whelmingly positive  fi- 
nale. While some formerly 
relaxed and laid-back 
characters are challenged 
with finding a sense of 
seriousness and purpose, 
others who normally have 
confidence and go-getter 


The Johns Hopkin: 


personalities are  chal- 
lenged with situations that 
threaten their sense of se- 


curity. 
Through all of trials and 
tribulations, the Braver- 


mans always support each 
other, a model of how all 
families should be. It will be 
an adventure to observe the 
development of this pattern 
throughout the remainder 
of the season. 

Parenthood airs at 10/9c on 
NBC on Tuesdays. 
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extended family 


* COURTESY OF PARENTHOOD VIA FACEBOOK 
rally behind them and their 


Lauren Graham and Ray Romano share sparks in his photography studio on this season's Parenthood. 
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COURTESY OF WJHU VIA FACEBOOK 
WJHU presented Night of the Living Head at Ottobar last weekend. 


WJHU brought the 
As back last Friday 


ast Friday 
night, your 
dream of the 
nineties was 


alive at the Ottobar. 

Now, please under- 
stand that I don’t make 
such a statement lightly. 
I'm well 


strobe lights and smoke | 


machines. 

With Robert Alfons 
swaying in a very-near- 
ly-disconcerting manner 
near the edge of the stage 
and __ balancing himself 
with a microphone stand, 
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ARTIST 
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Earlier this month, indie 
rock darlings Matt Johnson 
& Kim Schifino of beloved 
alternative duo Matt & 
Kim released their newest 
album, Lightning. 

Fans have been waiting 
for Lighting since 2010, and 
fortunately, they were not 
disappointed. 

Lighting has the classic 
Matt & Kim sound, but 
just slightly more sophis- 
ticated and tightened up. 
Compared to the once- 
ubiquitous single “Day- 


‘Kim Kardashian: 


im Kardashi- 

an is a_ bit 

like Elizabeth 

Taylor, but 

without any 

redeeming qualities. Take 

away Liz Taylor’s talent, 

charm, and violet eyes, 

and you have a Kardashi- 
an. 

That’s not to say Kim 


| doesn’t have her own ap- 


: the only 
aware 0 e thin in 
all that it Bihl the setts 
entails — skinnier 
thousk = On Deck With — than him. 
most of us self, you 
were no wouldn’t 
more. than have been 
ten years too far off 
old, tops, base to 
when that imagine 
era ended, yourself in 
we've all Chicago’s 
got some The Dou- 
Pie trtay, ble Door, 
hefty memories tied up circa ‘99. 

in those years (remember Clad in denim over- 
those brightly colored alls — (denim overalls!) 


cereals, those classic car- 
toons, the Clinton admin- 
istr — well, actually, kids, 
it’s probably better if you 
weren't exposed to the 
fine points of that one too 
early). 

So here’s what I mean 
when I say that WJHU’s 
Night of the Living Head 
distilled the essence of 
what was great about the 
nineties, with none of 
the messy “Mom, who’s 
OJ Simpson?” conversa- 
tions: around 10:30 pm, 
you could’ve witnessed 
Brooklyn grunge-rockers 
DIIV obscure the stage in 
a blur of baggy tee shirts, 
long hair and thrashing 


guitars that would’ve 
made any nineties Seattle- 
ite proud. 


A perfect fit for the 
Ottobar’s basement-like 
atmosphere, DIIV’s set— 
which, to be honest, was 
played more or less at one 
driving tempo—morphed 
the crowd into a head- 
bobbing mass that rivaled 
Kurt Cobain’s pep rally 
from hell in “Smells Like 
Teen Spirit.” And sincere- 
ly, don’t we all wish that 
was what growing up in 
the nineties was really 
like? 

From the instantly ad- 
dicting licks opening to 
their track “Doused” to 
(imagine my surprise) a 
Nirvana cover, I’m pretty 
sure that the man him- 
self was swinging his 
Doc Marten-clad feet off 
a cloud somewhere up 
above, smiling down at 
DIIV. Or maybe he was 
just smiling to finally be 
rid of Courtney; beats me. 

As the night wore 
on past 11:30 (which, in 
the nineties, most of us 
would’ve regarded as 
long after bedtime), you 
would’ve seen Toronto 
synth-pop duo TRUST 
take the stage — or at 
least you would’ve after 
your eyes adjusted to the 


— Alfons simultaneously 
embodied the kid you 
wished you were, musi- 


cally, and the kid you ac- | 


tually were, sartorially, in 
the nineties. 

Partner-in-crime Maya 
Postepski, looking rath- 
er like a Betsey Johnson 
model, preferred to stay 
somewhat in the back- 
ground, letting Alfons 
vamp or stumble or fidget 
or whatever it was he was 
doing. 

By this time, the crowd 
was one solid, embold- 
ened, undulating body 
ready to do whatever 
TRUST asked of us — and 
thankfully, they didn’t 
ask much. We were as con- 
tent as they were to hand 
over our faculties and let 
the strobe light transform 
us all into the incredible 
dancers we thought we 
were when we were nine. 

A track like “Sulk” 
(contrary to its name) pret- 
ty much allows you to for- 
get your body exists, and 
for a generation of people 
who occupied the nineties 
in a time when we pret- 
ty much actually didn’t 
know our bodies existed, 
this was a good thing. 

So, with a group of mu- 
sicians who could've flaw- 
lessly staged a remake of 
Empire Records, I have to 
ask: are the nineties back? 

Hopefully not, or at 
least not in the superfi- 
cial way that things tend 
to be “back” (how many 
Hipster Ariels did you 
run into in Fell’s this past 
week?) 

But for one, brief, fleet- 
ing moment at the Otto- 
bar last Friday — from the 
first chords of opening 
Donavon Frankenreiter- 
esque singer-songwriter 
Alex Duncan, through the 
headliners and all the way 
to the closing beats of DJ 
Fiar Medico — the nine- 
ties were here. And, man, 
it was good to be back. 


peal — she can boast a vo- 
luptuous figure, asex tape, 
and her face as the spokes- 
person of practically every 
brand in the country. If 
that’s not success in Amer- 
ica, then what is? 

Maybe that’s the point: 
the Kardashians are so 
American, or they person- 
ify negative American ste- 
reotypes to the nth degree. 
For them, everything is 
big: from the diamonds to 
the basketball player-sized 
husbands. Their presence 
is larger than life, and it 
loudly fills the cultural 
void with greed, ambition, 
opportunism, and materi- 
alism. 

Clearly, their process 
works. After all, they’re 
more successful than most. 
They have more shows 
than ever multiplying fam- 
ily members. You can find 
them in Keeping Up with the 
Kardashians, Kourtney and 
Khloé Take Miami, Kim and 
Kourtney Take New York, 
or Khloé & Lamar. Yes, you 
counted right. There are 
four shows about the Kar- 
dashians. 

While Im not a Kar- 
dashian fan per say, I con- 


light,” Lightning retains 
much of the pep and liveli- 
ness while trading in some 
of the rawness for more 
synth. 

However, | hesitate to 
say that Matt & Kim has 
lost their inherent rawness 
completely. 

Beneath the synthetic 
beats, you can still hear 
Johnson’s true voice, un- 


NEW VIBRATIONS 


songs have a tendency to 
all sound the same. 

By track 5, “Overex- 
posed,” I began to tire of 
the drums and the same 
charmingly off-pitch voice. 

The album hits a low on 
“I Said,” perhaps the most 
annoying, albeit frustrat- 
ingly catchy song on the 
album. 

But then it’s tracks like 


like many “T Won- 
arn . oom F 
artists today Qvv". der” and 
who essen- A “Much 
tially cower | i ero, 
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danceable ily on a 


track, with just enough of 
an old Matt & Kim vibe, 
with a chorus that makes 
you want to sing along. 
However, if Matt & Kim 
have a flaw, it’s that their 


significant amount of edit- 
ing, but that’s what makes 
the song stick out. “Much 
Too Late” has a rapid fire 
first verse that is bizarrely 
Blink 182-esque, in the best 


the Elizabeth Taylor of our day 


ay 


¢ * 


: , in.” 


plumped-up little mouth 
and it all goes to hell. 

Yet interestingly 
enough, opening her 
mouth and her home to 
America has made her 
much more money than 
that face and body alone 
ever could have. So Kim 
Kardashian has _ proved 
that we're even more in- 
terested in the “real lives” 
behind the sex appeal. And 
it’s a happy bonus if these 
lives are extravagantly 
tacky. 

Nevertheless, the shows 
are kind of interesting. The 
Kardashians have a strong 
(albeit bizarre) family dy- 


fess I’ve : , mamic. 
en oe Alexa Kwiatkoski 42, b=: 
episode all clearly 
of each The Cultur e care about 
of these each other, 


series. Keeping Up With the 
Kardashians is probably the 
best. Because it has, you 
know, that wholesome fam- 
ily aspect. 

If you put the Kardashi- 
ans in a work of fiction, 
no one would believe you. 
That’s why they need re- 
ality TV. Because in that 
shameless world where 
you market exaggerated 
personalities no one shines 
brighter. They seem to 
have been created for the 
medium; they are plastic 
and camera-ready, while at 
the same time salaciously 
trashy. 

The first time I saw 
Keeping Up with the Kar- 
dashians, I thought this is 
why people say pretty girls 
should keep their mouths 
shut. Because if you only 
saw a picture of Kim, you'd 
think, that’s an attractive 
woman, And you wouldn't 
need to consider the matter 
any further. 

But then she opens her 


which is nice. 

Also, their men are 
some of the funniest hu- 
man beings I’ve yet to 
come across. If you think 
the Kardashian women 
have white noise behind 
their raven hair, you can’t 
even imagine what's going 
on in these guys’ heads. 

Take Scott Disick, for 
example. He is Kourtney 
Kardashian's _ne’er-do- 
well boyfriend/fiancé 
and one of the best love- 


to-hate-them caricatures. . 


In any given episode, 
you might see him rage 
around in his boxers and 
then drunkenly slam his 
fist into the bathroom 
mirror. Or you can wit- 
ness his inspired busi- 
ness ventures, such as his 
attempt to break into the 
male tanning market. 

But Scott’s finest mo- 
ment is perhaps his re- 
sponse when  Kourt- 
ney says, “After this 
photo-shoot I'll eat what- 


possible way. Its angsty 
lyrics (“You think I’m 
some little phony, but the 
thing is you don’t fucking 
know me”) and unrelent- 
ing drums will take any- 
one back to tenth grade, 
blasting “Anthem Part II” 
by Blink 182 in the high 
school parking lot. 

It is easily the most 
striking song on Liglit- 
ning. The album finishes 
up with “Ten Dollars | 
Found,” a shockingly slow 
after the predictable del- 
uge of fast paced tracks. 
Although it feels rather 
odd at first, “Ten Dollars I 
Found” seems to work as 
a sweet “until next time” 
to listening fans. 

Overall, Matt & Kim 
have proved themselves 
again in the indie rock 
world, 

Whether you've been 
a fan for years or are 
just discovering Matt & 
Kim, be sure to check out 
Lightning. 


- Rachel Schnalzer 


_ COURTESY OF WWWIVGUIDE.COM 
Keeping Up With the Kardashians may be silly, but Kim, Khloe and Kourtney perpetuate American stereotypes. 


ever I want.” His reply: “Is 
my penis on that diet?” 

Don’t get me wrong: Scott 
has been steadily evolving 
and maturing throughout 
the years. Kourtney has 
even made him a chore 
chart to get him involved 
around the house (and to 
his credit, he only whined 
about it a little bit). 

Besides Scott, I like La- 
mar Odom the best. He is 
married to Khloé. (And as 
I understand it, he’s also 
some kind of sports play- 
er? But I never would have 
heard of him if he wasn’t 
on the show.) 

Lamar is actually very 
cute. He’s no genius, but 
he’s sweet. I remember one 
scene where he talks about 
how much he enjoys chil- 
dren’s coloring books. — 

Bruce Jenner — former 
Olympian and Kardashian 
father figure — is kind of 
likable too. He has a sense 
of humor behind that ee- 
rily stretched-out face. 

Best of all, we have so 
much fun: judging them. 
All across the Internet, 
you'll find that the public 
simultaneously loves and 
hates Kim Kardashian. 

We could endlessly dis- 
cuss whether or not she’s 


___ COURTESY OF COLIN SMITH VIA WWWGEOGRAPH.ORGUK 
Kim Kardashian lack’s Elizabeth Taylor's talent, charm and violet eyes. 


had any plastic surgery. 
Rhinoplasty! Breast Aug- 
mentation! None, leave her 
alone! There are many op- 
posing viewpoints. 

Despite all the sexploi- 
tation, I like the Kardashi- 
ans because they’re a ma- 
triarchy. 

Feminism may not run 
the show, but Kris Jenner 
sure does. 

The Kardashian mom 
has at times been com- 
pared to a pimp — she’s 
very good at pushing 
her daughters — but her 
shameless business savvy 
is rather compelling. 

Unfortunately, the height 
of the Kardashian Empire 
may be behind us. We've 
already seen Kim's dream 
wedding, and it was exactly 
what we wanted: a short- 
lived fairy tale and porn. 

But I suppose there's 
always more scandal. Not 
too long ago there was 
speculation about Khloé 
having a different father 
than the rest of the girls. 
I believe the Kardashians 
righteously dismissed this, 
but the intrigue remains. 

And who can resist it? 
Because we, like the Kar- 
dashians, always need 
more. 
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By A. Kwan 
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Dealing with Sandy 


WITH SANDY... 


"LL DEAL WITH IT 
LIKE | NORMALLY DEAL 


By Takoyaki 
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By Takoyaki 
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By ELLE PFEFFER 


Science & Technology Editor 


Imagine the elemen- 
tary school student who 
tries his best, who does her 
homework, who stays out 
of trouble. The one who 
still has to come home to 
parents with a lousy report 
card because of an inad- 
equate schooling environ- 
ment. 

When crumbling 
schools fail and students 
are left struggling in the 
lurch, what do we do? Fix 
the system or fix the kid? 
Many would say that we 
need institutional changes 
to better our education 
in this country. But some 
would say the opposite. 

An article published 
by The New York Times on 
October 9, 2012 titled “At- 
tention Disorder or Not, 
Pills to Help in School” 
describes a recent trend of 
doctors using medication 
as an intervention for stu- 
dents falling behind in bro- 
ken schools. 

The drugs of choice: 
ADHD medications. Drugs 
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Some doctors have begun to prescribe ADHD medications to 


ty, and morality. 

First, will these drugs 
even work on a child who 
does not have ADHD? 

“Tf you don’t have it, I 
don’t think it works very 


like Ritalin and Adderall well,” Michael Johnston, 
can help chil- the Senior 
a who Vice Presi- 
ave  atten- dent and 
tion deficit the people who Chief Medi- 
Bersecty: benefit are the cal Officer 
ity disorder of the Ken- 
(ADHD) fo- Ones who have the nedy Krieg- 
cus better in specific er Institute 
general, and in Balti- 
particularly syndrome... more, said. 
in a_ class- —M eee y, 
room setting. ICHAEL JOHNSTON view over 
But  chil- the years 


dren who actually have 
ADHD are not the only 
patients being prescribed 
these medications. Rather, 
some pediatricians, name- 
ly one in Cherokee County, 
Georgia, might falsely give 
an ADHD diagnosis in 
order to have a “healthy” 
child use these drugs to 
augment a poor perfor- 
mance in school. 

This practice, though 
not highly prevalent, raises 
questions of efficacy, safe- 


has been that the people 
who benefit are the ones 
whg have the specific syn- 
drome of impulsivity and 
hyperactivity... The ones 
that have that tend to get 
the benefit of being able to 
focus in the classroom.” 
Johnston, who is also a 
professor of neurology and 
pediatrics at the Hopkins 
School of Medicine, went 
on to clarify that ADHD 
medication can help chil- 
dren focus, but does not 


COURTESY OF WWW. MOVINGWITHMATH.COM 


stimulate learning. Ad- 
ditionally, he pointed out 
that proper dosage is an 
incredibly important factor 
as performance can suffer 
when too much of the drug 
is taken. 

Johnston describes that 
the American Psychiatric 
Association gives diagno- 
sis guidelines for ADHD 
rather clearly in the Diag- 
nostic and Statistical Man- 
ual of Mental Disorders. 
The DSM-IV states that 
inattention must be more 
severe than what is con- 
sidered normal, and that 
symptoms must be seen in 
a minimum of two settings 
— at home and at school, 
for example. 

Margaret Moon, an as- 
sistant professor in the 
Division of Pediatrics and 
Adolescent Medicine at 
the Berman Institute of 
Bioethics, disagrees with 
Johnston, saying that the 
criteria for an ADHD di- 
agnosis are relatively 
loose and that she under- 
stands the pressures doc- 
tors are under to help pa- 
tients in any way possible. 


By IAN YU 
Managing Editor 


Our immune systems 
rely on antibodies to tar- 
get pathogens like malaria 
parasites through their 
ability to recognize specific 
proteins and other tell-tale 
molecules. Mosquitoes, 
however, do not have these 
antibodies and rely instead 
on Spied Seah 
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With a better understanding the AgDscam gene, scientists aim to open a new front in the battle against malaria. 


Mosquito proteins function like antibodies 


sues, including the spread 
of malaria. 

George Dimopoulos, a 
professor of Molecular Mi- 
Se and Immunol- 

ogy at the School of Public 
Health, and his lab have 
been conducting research 
on malaria with a focus on 
how mosquitoes fight off 
pathogens. 

“We have shown over 
the years that the mosqui- 
to’s innate immune system 
is a significant factor in 
limiting the transmission 
of these pathogens to hu- 
mans,” Dimopoulos said. 

_ His. group first came 
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bining different exons.” 
These exons encode im- 
munoglobins, protein seg- 
ments that can recognize 
different proteins or other 
molecules that a pathogen 
would display. The mos- 
quito’s immune system 
can combine these in many 
different combinations to 
produce a protein with tai- 
lored properties. 
“Mathematically based 


~ on the number of the exons 
‘this genes has, this gene 


can produce roughly 31 or 
32 thousand proteins,” he 
said. 

The key finding that Di- 
mopoulos and his group 
showed was the involve- 
ment of AgDscan‘ s protein 


_ products in targeting the 


pathogen and leading to its 
destruction by the immune 
system. 

“What we have shown 


is that if you challenge a 


mosquito with a pathogen 
is gene will produce 
proteins that have a higher 
affinity to these pathogens 


mechanism . called alter- and mediate their destruc- 


different proteins by com- 


e for native splicing, produce ~ tion,” he said. 
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help students focus better in struggling schools. 


“It’s pretty clear to every- 
body that it does help,” 
she said. 

Neurons in the brain 
release dopamine and nor- | 
epinephrine, chemicals 
called “neurotransmit- 
ters,” which have an orga- 
nizing effect on the cortex | 
ultimately increasing at- | 
tention. Dopamine typi- | 
cally relates to movement 
behaviors, motivation and 
reward whereas norepi- | 
nephrine is related to at- | 
tention. | 

ADHD drugs like Ad- 
derall contain amphet- 
amines, which temporarily 
block the reuptake of these | 
neurotransmitters across 
neuronal synapses. . This 
enables the chemicals to 
have a more concentrated 
effect over a longer period 
of time, thereby increas- 
ing attention. Though most 
ADHD drugs are stimu- 
lants, there are currently 
three non-stimulants on 
the market. 

The side effects, though 
typically not severe, can be 
loss of appetite and 

SEE ADHD, pace B8 
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ADHD drugs prescribed to failing students New planet found near 


Larth’s solar system 


By MATTHEW PARMAN 
Staff Writer 


History was made when 
ateam of astronomers based 
in Geneva recently discov- 
ered a new planet orbiting 
Alpha Centauri B, a star 
that is the galactic equiva- 
lent of a saunter from BLC 
to the library away from us. 
The new planet was — not 
too creatively — named AI- 
pha Centauri Bb. This is not 
only the most recently dis- 
covered planet, but also the 
closest’ planet to our solar 
system ever discovered. 

Alpha Centauri Bb pres- 
ents astronomers with a 
unique opportunity to learn 
more about it because of its 
proximity to our solar sys- 
tem. “Alpha Centauri B is 
the closest star and there 


| are science questions about 


how planets form, their 
compositions, and whether 
they are sustaining life ... 
and the closer we are, the 


| more likely we are to learn 


something,” Adam Riess, 
a professor and researcher 
at Hopkins and the winner 
of the 2011 Nobel Prize in 
Physics, said of the planet in 
an interview with The News- 
Letter. Furthermore, Alpha 
Centauri B is similar in mass 
and temperature to our sun, 


| which means there may be a 


higher chance that this plan- 
et is similar to earth. 

Our close proximity to 
Alpha Centauri Bb isn’t the 
only thing that makes this 
a monumental find. The 
planet is also one of the 
smallest discovered so far 
by astronomers. Its mass 
is only slightly higher than 
that of the earth. Almost 
all the planets that have 
been found up to this point 
were gas giants — closer 
to Jupiter in size and com- 
position — or larger, rocky 
planets closer in size to 
Neptune or Uranus. 

You may be wonder- 
ing: how does one go about 
finding a planet orbiting a 
star more than four light- 
years away? Well, there 
are two ways. 

The first is to look at the 
amount of radiation com- 
ing from a star and wait to 
see if there is a dip in the 
amount of radiation com- 
ing into your telescope. If 
there is a dip in radiation 
and this dip continues in a 
cyclic pattern, there is like- 
ly a planet orbiting the star 
in question. 

The other way — the 
way that the team from Ge- 
neva used — is to look at the 
“wobble” of the star due to 
the gravitational pull of the 

See PLANET, pace B9 
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Geneva astronomers found Alpha Centauri Bb orbiting a star near Earth. 


Retina swelling shows brain damage 


By TONY WU 
Staff Writer 


The retina is a tissue 
lining the inner wall of 
the eye. The sensory cells, 
namely the rods and cones, 
of the retina pick up elec- 
trical signals from’ when 
the light hits the eyes, 
thereby allowing us to see 
the world. 

Recent studies, though, 
suggests that the retina 
can serve a broader func- 
tion. Hopkins researchers 
found that the retina is 
capable of revealing the 
condition of the brain and 
indicating signs of dis- 
ease. 

The studies focused on 
detecting signs of multi- 


COURTESY OF WWWQUESTBIOMETRICS.COM 
Correlation between retina and brain swelling shown in MS patients. 


ple sclerosis (MS) through 
retinal scans. The analysis 
indicates that signs of the 
disease can be observed 
through these scans. Fur- 
thermore, it is possible to 
spot the progress of the 
disease. 

The process requires 
the use of optical coher- 
ence tomography (OCT), 
which targets the nerves 
inside the eye. Near-infra- 
red lights are used to pro- 
duce three dimensional 
images. The detailed pic- 
tures are then analyzed 
using a software co-devel- 
oped by Peter Calabresi, a 
researcher and professor 
at Hopkins School of Med- 
icine. 

The processed data re- 


veals the thickness of the 
retina and any inflamma- 
tion occurring in the eye. 
The correlation between 
multiple sclerosis and the 
retina’s condition is ap- 
parent from comparing 
MRI images of the brains 
of MS patients and the 
OCT of their retina: as the 
brain suffers more inflam- 
mation, so does the retina. 
Researchers are confident 
that retinal scans can be- 
come stand-alone indica- 
tors of brain injury in the 
near future. 

In addition to the 
strong relationship be- 
tween the retina and the 
brain, the researchers also 
found pockets of fluids 
in the retina of some MS 
patients. This condition, 
known as_ microsystic 
macular edema, predomi- 
nantly affects older peo- 
ple, the majority of whom 
are diabetics. 

Calabresi_ states that 
the appearances of these 
pockets might warrant a 
more thorough evaluation 
of the patient for neural 
disorders, since it is a clear 
anomaly. 

Signs of MS can also 
be detected by looking at 
the peripapillary retinal 
nerve fiber layer (pRFNL) 
and the ganglion cell layer 
(GCLHPL). These two in- 
ner layers of the retina 
show deterioration in ac- 
cordance with the dam- 
ages suffered by the brain. 
As more gray matter in the 
brain atrophied, the cell 
wasting in the two layers 

increased. 


This correlation consti- 


tutes a breakthrough, since 
brain damage is difficult to 
See RETINA, pace B9 
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Beneficial mold added to crops 


Sandy forwarns future storm strength | 


By ERICK SUN 


Hurricane Sandy is the largest recorded At- 
lantic hurricane in diameter. It started as a 
tropical wave in the Caribbean on Oct. 22, 
and then became a tropical depression. This 
means that groups of thunderstorms have or- 
ganized and that there is very low pressure, 
especially in the center of these storms. Six 
hours after it became a tropical depression, 
it was upgraded to a tropical storm, defined 
as a storm with winds from 39-73 mph. It 
has also become organized enough to start 
to look like the pictures of hurricanes we see 
on The Weather Channel. It was upgraded 
to a hurricane on Oct. 24, right before it hit 
Jamaica. It went back into the water and 


By RACHEL WITKIN 
Editor-in-Chief 


/ much as it 
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built up strength, upgrading to a Category 2 hurricane before striking Cuba on Oct. 25. A Category 2 


hurricane, with winds from 96-110 mph, can cause a lot of damage, especially to objects and buildings | 


that aren’t firmly rooted in the ground. It weakened to Category 1 (74-95 mph) and then became a 
tropical storm on Oct. 27, but quickly moved back to hurricane status. It hit the United States on Oct. 


29 at around 8 p.m., slightly south of Atlantic City N.J. It was declared a post-tropical cyclone around | 


7 p.m., which means that the storm system became colder and connected with cold-weather fronts. 


COURTESY OF WWW.ARRL.ORG 


Many people have said that Hurricane Sandy 
may have been so strong because of climate | 
change, although it is impossible to attribute | 
any weather event to a long-term trend in 

climate. There are not enough hurricanes | 
to statistically figure out if anything was 
caused by climate change. When the water is 
warmer, the storms get more energy, which | 
means higher wind speed and even more 
rainfall because warmer air contains more 
moisture. Ocean temperatures were five de- | 
grees warmer than usual before the storm. | 
This could have to do with natural variability. 
However, there have been a few other ex- | 
treme weather events to hit the area, such 
as this summer's derecho and Hurricane 

Irene last year. | 


Mosquito proteins target pathogens 


MOSQUITOES, From B7 

The team demonstrated 
that AgDscam also inter- 
acts with IMD and 


and consequently contro 
the production of proteins 
from AgDscam. 

“What we show in this 
work now is that the IMD 
pathway is also respon- 
sible for guiding the splic- 
ing machinery so that the 
AgDscam gene produces 
the specific protein for the 
pathogen,” he said. 

To better explain the 
difference between anti- 
bodies and the proteins 
produced by AgDscam, 
Dimopulos compared 
them to the capacity of 
harpoons versus fishing 
nets. Whereas one can 
specifically target one 
fish, the other can act ona 
larger pool of fish but may 
capture more than origi- 
nally desired. 

“{AgDscam] is more like 
a net, there is a specificity, 
but is not like the human 
antibody, which would be 
more like a harpoon,” he 
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said. 

While mosquito nets 
and insecticide have done 
to 
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a daVe vee 
ing on a new approach 
from the vectors, mosqui- 
toes. 

At first glance it sounds 
counter-intuitive, but an 
enhancement to the mos- 
quito immune _— system 
might be able to reduce the 
spread of the malaria para- 
site. 

“Our goal is to under- 
stand the mosquito’s im- 
mune system and geneti- 
cally engineer mosquitoes 
that have an improved im- 
mune response against the 
pathogens they transmit,” 
Dimopoulos said. 

Researchers 


WOTK- 


typically 


rely on the classical ap-- 


proach in genetic engi- 
neering of taking one gene 
that encodes a_ protein 
and overexpressing it to 
achieve a specific effect. 
Dimopoulos found this ap- 
proach flawed when deal- 
ing with a pathogen that 
has multiple strains and 
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’ _ Hopkins ¥ 
- much a matter of the effec- 
__ tiveness of prescribing these 


recognizes that a different 
approach is needed. 

“One problem with that 
approach is that there are 
v strai S f A 
~ malaria, whi co icate 

the targeting because they 


ins of the— 


look slightly different,” he | 


said. 


According to Dimo- 


poulos, the next step in | 


advancing this research 
toward combating malaria 
involves finding how these 
results can be used to tar- 
get multiple strains of the 
parasite, but this segment 
of the research is in an-ear- 
ly state. 

The Malaria Research 
Institute is a collection of 
research labs at Hopkins 
tackling malaria through 
a variety of research routes 
and possible intervention 
methods. Dimopoulos 
himself is not affiliated 
with the institute, but be- 
lieves they have the poten- 
tial to be a major player in 
this field. 

“It’s possible for Johns 
Hopkins to be a leader in 
malaria research,” he said. 
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Sports Editor 


Although agriculture 
may no longer be on the 
of Americans as 
was in the 
1800s, its importance in the 
American economy can- 
not be ignored. Accord- 
ing to the United States 
Environmental Protection 


minds 


|| Agency, the value of com- 
| mercial vegetables in the 
| United States last year was 


$12,820,274, while the val- 
ue of field crops came out 
to $171,393,620,000. Not a 
small sum at all. 

To that end, research- 


ganic compound that can 
produce devastating ef- 
fects on an organism's ge- 
nome. When consumed 
by humans, aflatoxin is 
metabolized by the liver, 
where it can add large ad- 
ducts to DNA, forming 
mutations that interfere 
with DNA base pairing 
mechanisms. These muta- 
tions can disrupt a variety 
of cell functions due to the 
compromised genome, re- 
sulting in defective, and of- 
tentimes, cancerous cells. 
Because of its high level 
of toxicity and the dangers 
it poses to the population if 
consumed, crops infected 


ers are con- with A. fla- 
tinually vus or A. 
looking for Researchers are parasiticus 
ways to im- : lacie cannot be 
prove yields continually OOK- sold. Losses 
by growing ing for ways to in agricul- 


stronger, 
more resis- 
tant crops 
for farm- 
ers and, ul- 
timately, for consumers. 
Initially, crop improve- 
ment occurred as farmers 
selectively bred stronger 
strains of crops. However, 
the incredible advances in 
science quickly spread into 
agriculture, as farmers be- 
gan taking advantage of 
the knowledge that plant 
can be genetically engi- 
neered and altered for bet- 
ter yields. 

In a study published in 
the journal Crop Protec- 
tion, Hamed Abbas and 
Bob Zablotowicz of the 
United States Department 
of Agriculture worked in 
collaboration with scien- 
tists from the University of 
Bologna, Italy, to find a way 
to fight against the deadly 
effects of aflatoxin, a chem- 
ical compound produced 


of crops ranging from corn 
to peanuts. 
Aflatoxin is a large or- 


improve yields... 


ture due to 
aflatoxin 
poisoning 
are esti- 
mated to be 
about $200 million each 
year. 

Although the toxin is 
produced by molds that 
infect crops, not all molds 
produce the toxin. In fact, 
the K49 strain of mold has 
been found to not produce 
aflatoxin. Moreover, K49 
is a major ecological niche 
competitor with A. flavus 
and A. parasiticus, battling 
for survival among the 
crops we enjoy so much as 
part of our diet. 

With this fact in mind, 
Abbas and Zablotowicz 
came up with the idea that 
they could use the non-tox- 
ic K49 to compete against 
its toxic cousins for living 
space. By pushing out A. 
flavusand A. parasiticus, 
K49 would help prevent in- 


Despite the disconcert- 
ing thought of having your 


ways to 


corn infected with mold, 
K49 is harmless to humans 
and offers us an environ- 
mentally safe and efficient 
means of fighting worse 
molds out there. 

Until this recent re- 
search, there had been no 
consistent method for pre- 
venting infection by A. fla- 
vus or A. parasiticus. Such 
an issue became a problem 
especially for Mississippi 
maize grown in the Mid 
South, a crop which is a 
common target for A. fla- 
vus. In 1998, farmers lost 
large yields of Mississippi 
maize due to high levels of 
aflatoxin contamination. 

In attempt to infect corn 
with K49, Abbas utilized 
bioplastic granules carry- 
ing K49 spores to apply the 
mold to corn. Previously, 
wheat and barley grains 
had been used to transmit 
biocompetitive strains to 
commercial crops. Howev- 
er, the bioplastic granules 
offer an advantage over 
grains, such as wheat and 
barley, in that they are not 
eaten by scavenging ani- 
mals. 

This allows the K49 mold 
to grow and sporulate with- 
out fear of being consumed 
before the mold can even 
begin to start working its 
competitive magic. Further- 
more, data from Abbas and 
Zablotowicz showed that bi- 
oplastic granules increased 
the ability for the mold to 
grow and reproduce. 

Initial testing has 
shown crops with K49 
applied have had 65-97% 
reduced aflatoxin _ lev- 
els, offering tremendous 
prospects for the future. 
In addition to K49, Abbas 
and his team hope to uti- 
lize bioplastic granules to 
discover and deliver more 
protect agricul- 


a’ 


an 


developing field of crop 
improvement. 


eee. COURTESY OF WWWCLT.ASTATE.EDU 
Scientists introduce a non-harmful mold, K49, to crops in order to fight against disease-causing species of mold. 


Use of ADHD drugs poses ethical questions 


ADHD, From B7 
sleeping issues, both of 
which are legitimate con- 
cerns when prescribing 
medications to elementa- 
ry-age students. Johnston 
points out, however, that 
these side effects are obvi- 
ous and would normally 
be noticed by parents 
or teachers, allowing a 
change in medication tai- 
lored to the patient. 

Johnston compares the 
medications to insulin, 
saying that they are very 
effective and should only 
be used when needed. 
“When it works, it really 
works,” he said. ‘ 

For Ishan Dasgupta, a 
Research Program Coor- 


P dinator at Berman and a 


ins alumnus, it’s not as 


medications to children 
without ADHD as the moral 


__ implications of the prescrip- 
tion. “From an ethics stand- - 
point, it gets on sort of shaky 
ground,” he said. — Es ha 
Dasgupta actually 


tion are not any 


However, he gets tripped 
up with this new case by the 
fact that these are elemen- 
tary school children. “The 
child almost doesn’t know 
better. It’s setting them up 
to believe they have an af- 
fliction they don’t really 
have,” Dasgupta said. 

Dependency is his pri- 
mary concern; when young 
students are given this 
boost, how will they de- 
velop the critical academic 
skills they need? “It really 
troubles me to see doctors 
prescribing drugs as a 
short-cut.” 

Moon echoes this sen- 
timent, cautioning depen- 
dency on artificial crutches 
like these. “If you're rely- 
ing on an enhancement, 
just remember that you 
have the rest of your life to 
face.” f 

While Dasgupta sug- 
gests that the long-term ef- 
fects of using these drugs 
remain unknown, Johnston 
says that the rates of addic- 


. 


dexamfedamine, which 
causes weight loss. Concern 
over adults abusing the 
drugs also exists. 

Dasgupta sees these 
prescriptions as the latest 
symptom of “over-medi- 
calization” in our society, 
where even eyelash length 
has become a medical issue. 
Aside from New Zealand, 
the US is the only devel- 


oped country in which di- — 


rect advertising of drugs is 
legal. Additionally, doctors 
are compensated by the 
number of patients they see 
and the number of diagno- 
sis they make, though this 
is beginning to change un- 
der Obamacare. . 

Interestingly, prescrip- 
tion rates for children fell 
by seven percent between 
2002 and 2010, according to 
“Trends of Outpatient Pre- 


scription Drug Utilization die 
in US Children, 2002-2010,” est 


published online in 


fe 


atrics in June 2012. 
llergy 2C1CIT 


the country is 9.5 percent 
and is increasing three per- 
cent each year. 

Moon hypothesizes that 
the prevalence of ADHD 
probably does not actually 
fluctuate greatly, but rather 
that teachers are noticing 
and reporting more and 
more problematic behav- 
ioral patterns caused by 
distressed school systems. 

Is this, as Dasgupta 
said, just throwing drugs 
at a structural problem? | 

According to the CDC re- 
port calculated in 2005 dol- 
lar value, the societal “cost 
of illness” for ADHD is 
around $36 to $52 billion per 
year when using a five pre-. 
cent prevalence rate. This 
equates to plus or minus 
$15,000 dollars per person. 
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Alpha Centauri planet 
unlikely to have life 


PLANET, rrom B7 
planet. As Newton taught 
us, for every action there 
is an equal and Opposite 
reaction. This means that 
when a star's gravity pulls 
on a planet, ' 


the planet 
pulls back. This causes 


the star to “w obble” at a 
very slow rate called “ra- 
dial velocity” and this can 
sometimes be observed 
by our telescopes: The 
new planet was observed 
to cause a radial velocity 
of 50 cm/s in Alpha Cen- 
tauri B, the equivalent of a 
leisurely stroll. The accu- 
racy required to measure 
such a slow velocity over 
four light-years away is 
amazing. 

The real question that 
everyone is asking is 
whether there is life on 
this planet. Unfortunately, 
there is hardly any chance 
that Alpha Centauri Bb 
sustains life. Its orbit puts 
it very close to its star, well 
outside of the so-called 
habitable or “Goldilocks” 
zone where water can re- 
main in liquid form. The 
temperature on the surface 
is estimated to be around 
1200 degrees Celsius. 

So what are the implica- 
tions of finding a new rock 
orbiting a star? It’s impor- 
tant because small planets 


like Alpha Centauri are of- 
ten formed in multi-planet 
systems. This means that 
there may be other planets 
orbiting Alpha Centauri, 
planets that may lie in the 
star’s habitable zone. 

If other planets orbit- 
ing Alpha Centauri B are 
discovered, we will first 
want to learn about their 
atmospheres. Scientists 
will want to know if the 
planet has water on its sur- 
face and if its composition 
is similar to Earth’s. To do 
this, astronomers will use 
Spectroscopy to look at the 
tiny sliver of atmosphere 
visible around the planet 
when it Passes in front of 
the star, 

In a recent talk at the 
Space Telescope Science 
Institute, renowned plan- 
et-finder David Charbon- 
neau discussed a statisti- 
cal analysis done by one 
of his graduate students at 
Harvard University. The 
study revealed that there 
is a 95 percent chance an 
earth mass planet with 
liquid water exists in the 
habitable zone of a star 
within 23 parsecs (75 
light-years) of Earth. This 
number is very encourag- 
ing. We are well on our 
way to finding life out 
there. 
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The Alpha Centauri B star was observed to “wobble” at 50cm/s. 
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British engineer Peter Dearman has proposed a new car engine able to run off of liquid nitrogen. Nitrogen makes up 78 percent of our atmosphere. 


Nitrogen may be new eco-friendly fuel for cars 


By MICHAEL YAMAKAWA 
Stall Writer 


If you're lucky and your 
hometown is Los Angeles, 
you may have seen the 
crimson-colored, | Honda 
FCX Clarity or silver Mer- 
cedes-Bentz F-cell station 
wagons on the street as 
owners drive by smugly, 
feeling great that the only 
emission coming out of 
their car is water. 

The drivers also get 
satisfaction from not wor- 
rying about “range anxi- 
ety,” a problem which 
traditionally plagues bat- 
tery-powered electric car 
owners. Both the Honda 
and Mercedes models 
have ranges from 190 to 
240 miles, which is com- 
parable to typical pet- 
rol cars. However, after 
enjoying their pleasant, 
environmentally-friendly 
cruise, the drivers come 
back to reality with only 
five refueling stations lo- 
cated in Los Angeles. 

While fuel-cell vehicles 
are a very effective solu- 
tion to emission problems, 
there is a dearth of refu- 
eling facilities, due to the 
exorbitant cost of the pro- 
duction, distribution, and 


storage of hydrogen. To 
make fuel cells function, 
the hydrogen must be al- 
most 100% pure, which 
in itself is very difficult to 
manage, ruling out many 
of the cheaper ways to 
make hydrogen. Further- 
more, since hydrogen is 
the smallest molecule, it 
leaks through most ma- 
terials, causing corrosion. 
This necessitates facilities 
to provide special linings 
for their tanks and pipe- 
lines. Surprisingly, hydro- 
gen engines contribute 
their own share of green- 
house gases as well, since 
the electricity used to pro- 
duce it is imported from 
coal-fired stations. 

However, a recent 
breakthrough by Peter 
Dearman, a British engi- 
neer, has suggested a pos- 
sible solution to efficient, 
clean motoring. He _ pro- 
posed an engine that uti- 
lizes liquid nitrogen. 

Air was first liquefied 
in 1883 by compression 
and cooling. The process 
of producing liquid air 
yields 1.4 liters of liquid 
from 1000 liters of air. If 
liquid air is exposed to 
room temperature again, 
it suddenly boils and ex- 


pands back to gas. In fact, 
it expands 700-fold, pro- 
viding the work neces- 
sary to operate a piston 
engine. 

On the other hand, liq- 
uefied nitrogen — which 
constitutes 78 percent of air 
— stores even more energy 
per unit volume, making it 
slightly denser than air. In 
other words, with the same 
amount of fuel, liquid ni- 
trogen can provide energy 
for a longer distance than 
liquid air can. 

Since liquid nitrogen 
is maintained at a cooled 
environment, engines do 
not have to manage the 
same high temperatures 
as conventional engines, 
allowing pieces to be pro- 
duced with cheaper mate- 
rials like plastic. Nitrogen 
engines are therefore a lot 
lighter than the engine of 
an electric vehicle, and 
can sell for about half the 
price. In fact, liquid nitro- 
gen can sell for a tenth of 
the price of milk in Amer- 
ica. Fortunately, liquid ni- 
trogen is a by-product of 
the process of producing 
liquid oxygen, allowing 
facilities to capitalize on 
the surplus of liquid ni- 
trogen being produced in 


the industry. 

Dearman’s recent in- 
vention adds water and 
methanol — a type of 
antifreeze into the 
cylinder, allowing _ liq- 
uid nitrogen to properly 
channel through the en- 
gine. This lets pistons 
compress without add- 
ing cumbersome engine 
parts that augment the 
overall price. The Insti- 
tution of Mechanical En- 
gineers in London, the 
leading standard-setting 
and_ registration body 
for engine production, is 
currently establishing a 
work group of engineers, 
academics, government 
officials, and other in- 
dustry leaders to advance 
this technology. 

It’s a good thing that 
Honda and Mercedes only 
distributed 200 and 70 
models of their cars, re- 
spectively, as the future 
of hydrogen. fuel-cell cars 
seem to be less and less 
auspicious. Who would 
have thought that the air 


we breathe could be the 
solution to the  motor- 


ing problems that have 
plagued our environment 
and automobile industry 
for so long? 


Sports bra uses temperature to detect breast cancer 


By CATIE PAUL 
Staff Writer 


Breast cancer will af- 
fect one in eight American 
women during their life- 
time and 39,510 women 
will die from the disease 
this year alone, accord- 
ing to data released by the 
National Cancer Institute. 
These statistics have cre- 
ated a race to develop an 
effective screening method 
for breast cancer. 

First Warning Systems, 
Inc, a company based in 
Reno, Nev., has entered the 
fray by developing a sports 
bra that could possibly de- 
tect cancer if worn for half 
a day. However, the screen- 
ing system used is based 
on technology that has not 
been incredibly effective in 
detecting breast cancer in 
the past . 

The device, currently 
only a prototype, uses sen- 
sors to detect temperature 
changes in tissue which 
may happen when new 
blood vessels related to 
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cancer cells are growing. 
This screening process is 
noninvasive and _ could 
provide earlier and more 
accurate test results than 
the mammogram X-rays 
that are currently being 
used. 

Mammograms are cur- 
rently the best way to 
screen for breast cancer, 
however, the technology 
has some significant prob- 
lems. P 

Mammograms can 
“over-diagnose” breast 
cancer by finding precan- 
cerous cell abnormalities 
that may never turn into 
cancer or that do so slow- 
ly that the patient would 
never be affected by them. 
This can lead to expensive 
and unnecessary cancer 
treatments. 

Mammograms aren't 
perfect, but the technol- 
ogy used in the sports bra 
isn’t necessarily better. It 
is based on thermography 
devices that have gener- 
ally been shown as inac- 
curate in detecting breast 
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cancer. 

However, First Warn- 
ing Systems maintains 
that their process has im- 
portant differences from 
thermography: instead 
of creating a temperature 
map, the system analyzes 
differences in tempera- 
ture over the course of a 
day. 

It tracks the woman’s 
typical circadian rhythm, 
the temperature pattern 
that the human body fol- 
lows throughout one day, 
and then finds abnormali- 
ties in that rhythm that 
could signify the presence 
of cancer. The device can 
then provide physicians 
with the probability that 


the patient has cancer. 


Interestingly, the sports 
bra is able to remember 
the temperature patterns 
of typical cancer cases and 
apply them to the woman 
being tested, and can also 
take into account factors 
such as age, family history, 
and age at the birth of the 
first child. 

A great sell- 
ing point for 
this method 
is the ease of 
wearing the 
bra for 12 hours 
at home or at 
work in com- 
parison with a 
mammogram 
screening at 
a doctor’s of- 
fice. The tech- 
nology _—_ also 
promises to be 
more effective 
than mammo- 
grams in that 
it can screen 
dense _ breast 
tissue, which 
is most com- 
monly found 
in women un- 
der age 40. First 
Warning — Sys- 
tems addition- 
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ally claims that the device 
can detect breast cancer 
three or four years after the 
first gene mutation, while 
mammograms _ generally 
require at least 10 years. 


The company has yet to | 


release its full-clinical trial 


data. From what has been | 


provided, the device is 
beating mammograms by 
displaying 90 percent ac- 
curacy in detecting breast 
cancer in three separate tri- 
als containing 650 women 
total. 

The percentage of false 
readings is less than 10 
percent, and the device 
might even be able to 
monitor a woman’s health 
during chemotherapy and 
radiation treatments, First 
Warning Systems has stat- 
ed that it will make all of 
its data available after com- 
pleting a fourth and final 
clinical trial in 2013. 


The company then 


plans to get European, 


Union and FDA approval 
to market the product, and 
hopes to launch the device 
in America sometime in 
2014. 

Although it’s impos- 
sible to get too excited 


while the clinical trial 


data hasn’t been verified, 
the device could change 
the standard of breast 


‘cancer screenings if it 


lives up to the promises of 
its creators. It could also 
spark the development of 
an array of wearable med- 
ical devices integrated 
into clothing. 

The problem is that de- 
vices like these never seem 
to hold up to the promise 
their clinical trials show. 
For now, women will have 
to stick to the current 
most effective screening 
method, mammograms, 
as recommended by the 
American Cancer Society 
and several other organi- 
zations. 
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MRI images of multiple sclerosis patients were compared to retina scans. 


New diagnostic tool for 
multiple sclerosis found 


RETINA, From B7 


measure. Because the 
brain is capable of func- 
tioning with slight dam- 
age, doctors often cannot 
gauge whether the dam- 
age is severe until the pro- 
cess is irreversible. 


immune system attacking 
the myelin sheath that in- 
sulates nerves. 

However, the deeper 
layers of the retina do not 
contain any myelin, but 
they still show signs of 
inflammation and swell- 


However, ing in accor- 
with the dance with 
new results : MS. 
produced by With the new This dis- 
retinal scans, results produced —“overy sug- 
doctors can : gests that 
more ac- by retinal scans, the immune 
curately system of 
determine doctors can more MS patients 
treatments accurately deter- _ is attacking 
necessary for : other targets 
the patient. mine treatments... in addition 
The _ last to myelin. 

important Worth 
aspect of the study seems more research in this area, 
to undermine the current doctors can more effective- 
knowledge of MS. Popu-' ly treat MS patients afflict- 
lar theory about multiple ed with worsening vision 
sclerosis consists of the and other symptoms. 
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Navy 
hands 
Hopkins 
12-5 [ 


Midshipmen get their 
revenge for Oct. 10 loss 


By ALANNA OLKEN 
Staff Writer 


The Hopkins Blue Jays 
fell to Navy this past week- 
end, in what was a rematch 
of a match earlier in the 
year in which Hopkins 
won 14-13. 

However, the game at 
Navy would be a different 
story this time around. The 
Jays fell to the Midship- 
men 12-5 in their chance to 
earn the Collegiate Water 
Polo Association (CWPA) 
Southern Division Regu- 
lar Season title. While they 
took a loss, the Blue Jays 
finished with an impres- 
sive 22-8 record on the 
season. The Mids ended 
with a 21-2 overall record, 
with one of their two losses 
coming to the Blue Jays. 

Last time the two teams 
met, Hopkins managed to 
stay close throughout the 
game before putting on 
a late surge to pull away 
with a win. 

This time around, Navy 
came out of the gates with 
revenge on their minds as 
they jumped out to a huge 
8-1 lead at the half. The 
Blue Jays, however, pushed 


C Y a Cl 
crepancy from the first half 
was too large a gap to over- 
come for the Jays and they 
fell short. 

Ross Schofield, senior 
and co-captain, had three 
goals, giving him 94 goals 
for the season, which is the 


second most in Hopkins his- | 


tory. This was his last season 
and he describes the accom- 
plishment as “extremely 
exciting” and “a testament 
to hard work and a great 
team.” Senior and co-captain 
Alex Whittam scored a goal 
for Hopkins as well, while 
also getting three steals 
and a block. Junior Stephen 
Kingery saw the back of the 
net once and sophomore 
goalie Danny Ovelar made 
five saves in the first half, 
while freshman Erik Hen- 
rikson stopped four shots in 
the second. 

Hopkins is the number 
three seed at the CWPA 
Southern Championship. 
The Jays will go up against 
six-seeded Mercyhurst 
on November 2 at Buck- 
nell, seeded fourth, who 
is serving as this year’s 
tournament host. Whittam 
did not let the loss against 
Navy affect his morale as 
he reported that he is con- 
fident and prepared to take 
on the next tournament. 


SPORTS 


W. Soccer clinches #1 overall seed in CC playolis 


By FRANK SCHIFF 


a yorts Editor 


The Lady Jays women’s 
soccer team concluded a 
dramatic week that in- 
cluded a 5-0 romp at home 
against McDaniel and a 
thrilling comeback win, 
featuring two goals in the 
final 20 minutes, to defeat 
Gettysburg 2-1. 

In the first match on Oct. 
24th against McDaniel, the 
Lady Jays knew they had 
to win to set up a matchup 
with Gettysburg to deter- 
mine the number one seed 
and host of the Centennial 
Conference tournament. 

Hopkins come out 
firing on all cylinders, 
dominating the Green Ter- 
ror from start to finish. 
Sophomore Sydney Teng, 
opened the scoring for the 
Jays on a slick pass from 
fellow Sophomore Han- 
nah Kronick. However, 
this would only be the be- 
ginning for Kronick, who 
would score her record ty- 
ing 20th goal of the season 
in the the 63rd minute on 
a beautifully placed shot 
off a free kick. Later in 
the second half, Kronick 
would break the single 
season record for goals 
by notching her 21st goal 
of the year as she used 
her body to turn on a Mc- 
Daniel defender and then 
finessed the ball past goal- 
keeper Jan Wooley. 

Kronick became just the 
third player in Hopkins 


| history to notch 40 career 


goals. She has totaled 95 
points through only 38 ca- 
reer matches. 

The Jays would travel 


| to Gettysburg, PA on Sat- 


urday, closing out 
their regular season 
schedule in dramat- 
ic, clinching fash- 
ion. 

Sophomore Emi- 
ly Nagourney chose 
to her first 
career goal when it 
mattered most. With 
nine minutes left in 
a tie game, and the 
number one seed in 
the playoff tourna- 
ment up for grabs, 
Nagourney soared 
high in the air and 
headed home the 
game winning goal. 

“The comeback 
was huge for us,” 
Kronick said, “I 
think it showed 
our character. We 
haven’t had any 
games this year 
where we have actu- 
ally come back from being 
down. We never gave up 
and mounted a two goal 
comeback which was great 
for us.” 

The goal capped off a 
two-goal rally in the wan- 
ing moments of the game to 
give Hopkins a final regular 
season record of 14-3-1 anda 
conference record of 9-1. 

Gettysburg held a 1-0 
lead going into halftime de- 
spite the fact that the Lady 
Jays had maintained the ma- 
jority of the possession and 
outshot the Bullets 8-2 in 
the first half alone. The Bul- 
lets scored in the 11th min- 
ute of the game after Tobi 
Gross scored her first goal of 
the season on a blast that got 
past goalkeeper Meredith 
Maguire. 

After continuing to pres- 
sure in the second half, the 


score 


Jays finally broke through 
in the 71st minute when 
Kelly Baker knocked home 
a loose ball, evening the 
score at one apiece. After 
Hopkins took the lead on 
Nagourney’s header, Tobi 
Goss was able to get two 
shots on goal in the final 
moments but to no avail 
as the Jays fought off the 
striker and held on for the 
victory. 

The win ensured Hop- 
kins as the host of the 
conference tournament. 
“Clinching the number one 
seed and hosting is exactly 
what we wanted,” Kronick 
said, “we have worked so 


hard this year despite the | 


adversity we have faced so 
next weekend I think we’re 
ready to show how hard 
we have worked.” The Jays 
will face the winner of the 


Oe ne, 


Swarthmore vs. Muhlen- 
berg game in the confer- 
ence semi-finals on Satur- 
day, Nov. 3, at Homewood 
field. 

Incredibly, Hopkins is 
searching for its eighth 
consecutive conference 
title, but by no means are 


X-COUNTRY, From B12 
the overall champion and 
helped Hopkins on its way 
to capturing three of the 
four individual race titles. 

The Lady Jays, who also 


By ERICK SUN 
Sports Editor 


One week ago, with 
two games remaining in 
the 2012 regular season 
the Hopkins men’s soccer 
team was sitting at 5-7-2 
overall with a less than 
stellar conference record 
of 3-3-1 after dropping 
three straight 
games. The 
team was 
truly on the 
bubble of the 
Centennial 
Conference 
Tournament, 
threatening 
to drop an 11 
year streak of 
consecutive 
playoff  ap- 
pearances. 

With that 
knowledge 
in hand, head 


be in the tournament,” he 
said. 

Flash forward to this 
past weekend, and the feel 
around the locker room is 
completely different. With 
two straight shutout wins 
to close the year, the Blue 
Jays qualified for the con- 
ference tourney in dramat- 
ic fashion on the final day 


saw just one shot on net for 
each team and only nine 
shots total. The back and 
forth defensive battle ulti- 
mately had the game tied 
0-0 as both teams headed 
to the locker rooms at half- 
time. 

However, the offense 
started flowing in the sec- 
ond half, culminating in 
what would 
prove to be the 
game-winning 
goal for Hop- 
kins from ju- 
nior Blue Jay 
midfielder 
Danny  Reat- 
egui in the 
52nd minute. 

With the 
goal, and the 
momentum, 
the Hopkins 
offense found 
their rhythm 
as they  fol- 


coach Craig 
Appleby 
wanted to 
keep his players on an 
even keel. “The goal has 
always been to focus on 
each individual game 
coming up and to perform 
the best we can for that 
game. Having said that 
we knew if we won our 
last 2 games we would 


Women’s Soccer 
Oct. 27, 2012 


Hopkins @ Gettysburg 


KELLY STANDART/PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 
Men’s soccer went 2-0 in the final week of their regular season. 


of the season. 

The surge into the play- 
offs began last Wednesday 
against McDaniel College. 
In the late afternoon, mid- 
week game, it seemed as 
if both offenses were still 
warming up after a long 
day of classes. The first half 


JAY SPORTS SCOREBOARD @ 


Field Hockey 
Oct. 26, 2012 


Hopkins @ Gettysburg 


lowed the goal 
with five shots 
in the next 
eight minutes. By game’s 
end, the Blue Jay offense 
had outshot McDaniel 16-9 
and won 2-0. 

A quick turnaround for 
the team had them play- 
ing their final game of the 
season just three days later 
against Washington (Md.), 


cans 


Women’s Volleyball 


Oct. 27,2012 


v& 


Jramatically, M. Soccer claims spot in GC tournament 


this time with a berth in 
the Centennial Conference 


Tournament on the line for | 


Hopkins. 

“The atmosphere was 
good in the locker room. 
The guys were focused 
but not overly stressed, the 
mood was light not heavy. 
They were ready to enjoy 
their last regular season 
game and I believe they 
did,” Appleby said. 

Unlike their first game 
of the week, the offense 
got started immediately 
as sophomore Simon Rojas 
scored his first goal of the 
season just five minutes 
into the contest off of a cor- 
ner kick from junior Birin 
Padam. 

“Against Washington 
the main focus was to 
put as much pressure on 
Washington’s goal as pos- 
sible. We needed to win so 
we encouraged the guys to 
commit to getting forward 


and creating chances,” 
Coach Appleby said of 
their gameplan. 


Throughout the game 
the Blue Jays played with 
an intensity the Shoremen 
could not match. Hopkins 
outshot Washington (Md.) 
20-6 while keeper Cer- 
rone saw just two shots 
on net, both of which he 
saved. ; 

With an insurance goal 
in the 43rd minute by 
freshman Eric Buck, Hop- 
kins would take the 2-0 
win and a spot in the con- 
ference tournament. 

Despite the up-and- 
down season, the men’s 
soccer team made their 
way into the playoffs be- 
hind a well-coached group 
of veterans and young 
emerging stars. While re- 
turning players such as 
Cerrone and senior mid- 
fielder Brandon Sumpio 
were the known commodi- 
ties, the Blue Jays also ben- 
efited from major contribu- 
tions by younger players 
like freshman Josh Hong. 

In the CC Tournament, 
the #4 seed the Blue Jays 
got the most out of their 
roster as they hosted 


#5 Franklin & Marshall 


Wednesday night, win- 
ning 2-1 in overtime. 


KELLY STANDART/ PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 
The Lady Jays finished the season on a five win streak, needing their win in the season finale to clinch the #1 CC seed. 


they banking on a win. “Al- 
though we have built a rep- 
utation for ourselves in the 
conference,” Kronick said, 
“We have to work for it ev- 
ery year. We have worked 
so hard this year and are 
hoping to earn that confer- 
ence title next weekend.” 


Jays XC dominant trom 
top to bottom of roster 


competed in the CC cham- 
pionship, had reason to 
celebrate after their perfor- 
mance on the track as well. 

The women’s team, 
which is currently ranked 
No. 2, captured its fifth 
consecutive Centennial 
Conference crown. 

Six of Hopkins’ female 
runners placed in the top 
ten, giving the Jays a score 
of 24 points and allow- 
ing them to triumph over 
second place Haverford 
by a whopping 63 points, 


| the largest gap between 


the first and second place 
teams in the history of the 


| Centennial Conference. 


Freshman Hannah One- 
da and junior Holly Clarke 
each helped to secure the 
victory for Hopkins. One- 
da, who placed first overall, 
is the third Hop runner in 
history to win the confer- 
ence title. Clarke also ran a 
phenomenal race, finishing 
only a second after Oneda. 
Both had impressive times 
with Oneda finishing in 
21:03 and Clarke finishing 
in 21:04. 

Oneda and Clarke also 
currently hold the top six 
spots for best times in the 
6k this season with each 
holding three of the six. 

Senior Annie Monagle, 
who holds spots seven and 
ten for top times this year 
in the 6k, also had an out- 
standing race, finishing in 
fourth place overall and 
gaining first all-conference 
honors. Sophia Meehan, 
Ashley Murphy and ‘Lara 
Shegoski finished in the 
top ten, placing eight, nine 
and ten respectively. 

With such high perfor- 
mance in the CC Cham- 
pionship, the LadyJays 
continue to build their 
reputation as one of the 
best DIII programs in the 
nation. And with a gap of 
just 46 seconds between 
Hopkins’ top five runners, 
this popular opinion has 
only gotten stronger. 

Just like the men’s JV 
team, the women’s team 
also performed exception- 
ally well, with sophomore 
Maggie Hashmall helping 
the Jays to garner their sec- 
ond JV conference crown 
in a row with a perfect 
score of fifteen. 

The Blue Jays return 
next weekend at the NCAA 
Mideast Regional Cham- 
pionships in Carlisle, PA. 
Winners of four consecu- 
tive regional titles, the 
women’s team is currently 
ranked first in the region. 
The men’s cross-country 


team currently ranks fifth, — 


Check out next week's is-- 
sue of The News-Letter for. 
full coverage of the game. 


tailing Haverford, Allegh- 
eny, Carnegie Mellon and 
- Dickinson. ~ 
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Volleyball finished their regular season with a seven game win streak 


Volleyball impressive 
in GC tournament 


By COLIN FRIEDMAN 
Staff Writer 


After a strong perfor- 
mance the previous week- 
end, the Hopkins women’s 
volleyball team returned 
to action last Wednesday 
to take on conference op- 
ponent McDaniel Col- 
lege. Despite McDaniel’s 
last place position in the 
conference standings, 
the Blue Jays knew they 
needed to stay focused. 
Despite already clinching 
a spot in the Centennial 
Conference. tournament, 
Hopkins still needed to be 
on top of their game with 
this final regular season 
home matchup holding 
playoff implications. 

Even with two straight 
non-conference wins, the 
Green Terror entered the 
match up winless in con- 
ference play. Hopkins held 
the series advantage 17-16, 
and it was clear early on 
they had no desire to al- 
low McDaniel to even the 
series. In the first set the 
Blue Jays hammered away 
a .591 hitting percentage to 
win the set 25-9. McDaniel 
fought back in the second 
set, but ultimately came 
up short in a 25-19 losing 
effort. The third and final 
set was all Hopkins as the 
Blue Jays posted a .344 hit- 
ting percentage to quickly 
end the match 25-9. 

A duo of freshman in 
Caitlin Callihan and Jas- 
mine Warmington led 
the way with seven kills 
apiece. Meanwhile senior 
Becky Paynter distributed 
15 assists in the win. With 
the victory, Hopkins fin- 
ished a perfect 8-0 at home, 
running its win streak to a 
remarkable 28 matches in 
Goldfarb Gym. 

Next up for the Lady 
Jays was Gettysburg Col- 
lege. The Bullets came 


- into the match after los- 


ing a five set heartbreaker 
Wednesday against first 
place Franklin & Mar- 
shall. Luckily for the Blue 
Jays the disappointment 
for Gettysburg seemed to 
carry over to the weekend. 
Hopkins held Gettysburg 
to a .014 hitting percent- 
age, winning in straight 
sets (25-17, 25-15, 25-11). 
Despite falling behind 
early in the first set, the 
Blue Jays fired back to 


~ defeat ‘the Bullets 25-17. 


Freshman Gabi Rothman 
credited the surge to the 
team’s emphasis on “En- 
ergy, enthusiasm and play- 
ing strong defense.” 
Hopkins finished out 
the set with two consecu- 


tive kills by sophomore 


Cohan on assists 
from fellow sophomore 
Mariel Metalios. Hop- 
kins then built their lead 


Megan 


- by tallying a .625 hitting 
; detcantage in the second 


t 


hs 


set victory. The Bullets fi- 
nally folded in the final 
set, winning 25-11. Fresh- 
man Jasmine Warmington 
commented on the victory, 
“We did a really nice job of 
spreading the ball around 
which allowed all of our 
hitters to get one on ones. 
We were also much more 
efficient.” 

In the match, Cohan 
had a match-high eight 


kills (727 pct.), while 
Metalios and _ freshman 
Carolyn Zin combined 


for 29 assists in the win. 
Meanwhile — Gettysburg 
struggled offensively the 
entire match, tallying a 
meager 16 kills in the en- 
tire match. The discrepan- 
cy between the two teams 
may have been due to the 
likes of Metalios and Zin. 
Warmington praised the 
team effort saying “It all 
started with our passes 
which were spot on.” 

With the victory the 
Blue Jays improved to 9-1 


in the Centennial Confer- | 


ence. Unfortunately for 
Hopkins (27-3 _ overall), 
Franklin & Marshall also 
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SPORTS 


ATHLETE OF 


THE WEEK 


HANNAH ONEDA & HOLLY CLARKE - CROSS COUNTRY 


By FRANK SCHIFF AND 


ERICK SUN 
Spe wts Editors 

Chrough six meets this 
Fall season, the Hopkins 
women’s cross country 


team dominated the com- 
petition with four number 
one finishes and a number 
two national ranking. That 
success has been driven by 
the tandem of junior Holly 
Clarke and freshman Han- 
nah Oneda, two of the top 
runners in the nation, who 
have provided the Blue Jays 
with a formidable punch. 

Beginning in late Au- 
gust, Oneda and Clarke 
finished 1-2 at the team’s 
opening meet in the Balti- 
more Metro Invitational, 
showing the rest of the Cen- 
tennial Conference and the 
nation what was to come. 
From there, the two went 
on to lead Hopkins to one 
second place finish in Sep- 
tember and three first place 
finishes in October. In total, 
the two have combined for 
a whopping four first place 
finishes and eight top five 
finishes. 

As a junior, Clarke is a 
seasoned veteran who has 
been showcasing her. tal- 
ents for three seasons as 
a top runner for the Jays. 
On the other end of the 
spectrum, as a freshman, 
Oneda entered Hopkins 
with a clean slate and the 
expectation of doing her 
best. Through her first 
season Oneda has proven 
to be a consistently strong 
performer. 

The News-Letter got in 
touch with the two run- 
ners as our dual Athletes 
of the Week for their per- 
formances in clinching 
the Centennial Conference 
Title for Hopkins this past 
weekend. 


N-L: You have had a 
very successful first two 
years at Hopkins, describe 
your mentality this offsea- 
son heading into the latter 
part of your Hopkins cross 
country career? 

HC: This summer my 
training and 
mentality for 
cross was to 
make a_ top 
finish at na- 
tionals both 
as a team and 
individually. 
I enjoy do- 
ing well indi- 
vidually but 
it means so 
much more 
when you do 
well as a team. 
Putting in so 
much time 
and work 
into training, 
I want to help 
prove that we are one of the 
fastest teams in the nation. 
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N-L: Discuss your team- 
mate Hannah Oneda and 
the way you two seem to 
complement and feed off 
each other. 

HC: Coming into the 
season, I knew Hannah 
was going to bea huge asset 
based on her high school 
performances. She pushes 
me in every workout and I 
make her work to maintain 
the edge she needs to win 
races. We work well on and 
off the course too which is 
key to feeling comfortable 
as front runners. 


N-L: What are your 
thoughts on the team’s 
abilities heading into the 
NCAA Regionals and Na- 
tionals? 

HC: I don’t want to jinx 
anything here but I honest- 
ly think that if we have the 


perfect day, we could win 
it. It’s going to be tough but 
we've got the talent and 
depth to set us a part from 
other teams. 

N-L: 


All year you've 


been among the top run- 
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Oneda and Clarke led the pack during a recent meet. 


ners at Hopkins and in 
the conference; what were 
your expectation coming 
into the season as a fresh- 
man? 

HO: I wasn’t expect- 
ing anything at all com- 
ing into the season really. 
I know I had some good 
summer training in, but 
It’s hard to know where 
you are at if you haven't 
raced in college before. 
It was difficult to tell af- 
ter the first meet where 
anyone of us on the team 
would be because of how 
good our girls team is, 
but I think 


real good runners. 


N-L: Which upperclass- 
men have taken you un- 
der their wing and have 
helped you develop as a 
runner this season? 

HO: I think all the upper- 
classmen have really helped 
me and all of the freshman 
develop into good runners. I 
would say being able to run 
with Holly has been great, 
and having Lara [Shegows- 
ki, senior], Annie [Monagle, 
senior], and Liz [Provost, 
senior] as team captains as 
well has been wonderful. 
Also, my roommate [fresh- 
man] Sophia Meehan and I 
have become great running 
buddies, which is really nice 
to have. 


N-L: You guys placed six 
runners in the top ten at the 
Conference Championships; 
what do you think has led to 
so much success for Hopkins 
in the conference? 

HO: I think all the suc- 
cess for Hopkins really 
comes down to the work 
ethic of each girl on this 
team. We are serious about 
getting our sleep and re- 
covery, as well as main- 
taining a healthy lifestyle 
that brings us to the best 
shape we can be. More 
than that though, I think 
we all look out for each 
other because we know 
we have the potential to do 
incredible things as a team 
here. Aka, win nationals. 


VITAL 
STATISTICS 


after the 

Navy  In- 

vite and 

Paul Short 

1 began 

to real- 

ize that I 

could real- Hometown 


ly compete 


Name: Hannah Oneda, Holly Clarke 
Year: Freshman, Junior 
: Westminster, Md. and 


Lincoln, Mass. 
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Tough loss finishes Field Hockey season 


By CAMERON 
CALDWELL 


| Staff Writer 


On Friday, the Hop- 
kins field hockey team 
traveled to Gettysburg 
for their regular season 
finale. Coming off of two 
straight conference wins 


| against Bryn Mawr Col- 
| lege and McDaniel Col- 


came out victorious Sat- | 


urday with a 3-0 win over | 
Dickinson College. With | 


the win, Franklin & Mar- 
shall locked up the number 
one seed in the conference 
tournament along with 
home court advantage. 
While F&M will take on 
the winner of the Haver- 
ford College v. Gettysburg 
match up in the first round 
of the tournament, Hop- 
kins will face off against 
Swarthmore College in 


the semi-finals on Novem- | 


ber 4th. In their previous 
match up this fall the Blue 
Jays dispatched Swarth- 
more in straight sets. 

As the girls prepare all 
week the team will look 
to stay healthy and ener- 
gized. Warmington also 
emphasized that “Our 
biggest focus is to con- 
tinue working hard and 
playing hard for each oth- 
er. It’s what we've been 
working for all year and 
we have a statement to 


make.” 
With a win against 
Swarthmore, — Hopkins 


will probably have a 
chance to face off against 
Franklin & Marshall and 
finally get their shot at 
redemption. Earlier in 
the year the Diplomats 
handed the Blue Jays their 
lone conference loss of 
the season. A motivated 
squad will most definitely 
be looking for revenge 
and a shot at defending 
their conference champi- 


onship. Warmington con- 


cluded, “We need to con- 
tinue playing like we have 
been, all of the pieces are 
falling together and I’m 
beyond stoked to make 
another run at this title.” 


lege, the Lady Jays knew 
their competition would 
be much stiffer against 
conference power Gettys- 
burg College. 
Nonetheless, they were 
a team with a hot offense 


ed, as Feeg, played lights 
out in net, recording 13 
saves in notching her sec- 
ond shutout of the season. 
With limited offensive 
action on the day for the 
Jays, Peijnenburg played 
exceptionally well to keep 
Hopkins in the game. Her 
two goals allowed were 
on a one-timer off of a de- 
flection and on a penalty 
stroke, both difficult situa- 
tions for any goaltender to 
be in. Betsy, as the senior 
netminder is affectionately 
called by her teammates, 
recorded 12 saves in what 
turned out to be her final 


from postseason play. 
Hopkins finished the 
year 5-5 in conference play, 
and 8-9 overall. While they 
had the same conference 
record as Washington Col- 
lege, the Blue Jays lost to 
the Shoremen in a heart- 
breaking overtime loss 
way back in September. It 
was the only time the two 
teams squared off this sea- 
son, and it was the head to 
head loss against Washing- 
ton College that ultimately 
kept the Blue Jays out of 
the Centennial Conference 
playoffs. 
‘In discussing the loss, 


ther saying that “I hon- 
estly think the seniors all 
played tremendous roles 
this season. They really 
drove our team and will 
leave big footprints to fill. 
However, with that being 
said, I am so excited for 
next year. We have a lot 
of young talent and I can't 
wait to see where that is 
going to take us." 

As juniors this  sea- 
son, Both Henderson and 
Kodde will become part 
of the leadership looking 
to bring Hopkins back to 
the Centennial Conference 
tournament in 2013. 


and a goal- These 
ie play- young 
ing sO su- women 
perbly that are deter- 
the Lady mined to 
Jays would get their 
only need teams back 
to score in postsea- 
one or two son conten- 
goals to tion, and 
win. Going along with 
into™oEri- the rising 
day’s game talent, the 
it looked Lady Jays 
ap) ips the look to be 
Jays might poised for 
have been success 
poised for next sea- 
playoff suc- son. 
cess, if only The 
they could team will 
sneak in RELLY STANDART/PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR gra duate 
with a win. Not even brilliant effort from goaltender Elizabeth Peijnenburg could slow the Gettysburg field hockey team. five —se- 
As ex niors, in- 


pected, both keepers con- 
trolled the first half of play, 
as the Jays’ senior Eliza- 
beth Peijnenburg and the 
Bullets’ netminder Megan 
Feeg combined to record 
12 saves in the first half of 
the game. 

It was not until the sec- 
ond half, at the 46:17 mark, 
that Gettysburg’s Kelly 
Madden netted the first 
goal of the day off a deflec- 
tion that went past a div- 
ing, outstretched Peijnen- 
burg.. Nearly 10 minutes 
later, at the 56:10 mark, 
Gettysburg’s Ally Duggan 
converted a penalty stroke, 
giving the Bullets a two- 
goal lead. Duggan's tally 
turned out to be all the in- 
surance Gettysburg need- 


collegiate match. 

Freshman Kiana Dun- 
can also recorded a de- 
fensive save in the losing 
effort. 

Hopkins outshot Get- 
tysburg 21-18, but ultimate- 
ly the Jays were unable to 
put the ball past Bullets 
netminder Fees. 

To have made the Cen- 
tennial Conference play- 
offs for the eighth straight 
season, Hopkins needed 
Muhlenberg College to 
beat Ursinus College on 
Saturday. However, the 
stars did not align for the 
Jays, as Ursinus outlasted 
Muhlenberg 2-1 off a de- 
flection goal in the 37th 
minute of play, effectively 
eliminating the Lady Jays 


the team's outlook for next 
season, and the extra mo- 
tivation provided by the 
season's difficult end, ju- 
nior Sarah Henderson said 
“We need to replace all 
of our seniors; They were 
awesome and all started... 
Next year I have confi- 
dence in our two goalies 
who will have to work 
hard to start and keep our 
defense strong. I'm looking 
forward to playing in the 
spring and starting to pre- 
pare for next year. Lastly, 
the rising senior class will 
be great and put us in po- 
sition to make a run at the 


Centennial | Conference 
again.” 
Fellow junior Storm 


Kodde took it a step fur- 


cluding standout goalten- 
der Peijnenbyrg and top 
scorer Liane Tellier. How- 
ever, the Blue Jays will 
also return a strong core 
looking to improve on this 
season's performance. 

While you hate to see 
such a_ talented senior 
class graduate without 
success in their final sea- 
son, they gave it one hell 
of a last minute push. 
While the season’s ending 
was one of disappoint- 
ment with the end of an 
impressive postseason 
streak, the underclass- 
men talent provide hope 
for the future. 

These young ladies are 
determined to start a new 
streak of their own. 


f 
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CALENDAR 
FRIDAY 


Water Polo vs. Mercyhurst, 9:30AM 


With their regular season 
finale win against Washington 
(Md.), the men’s soccer team 

qualified for the Centennial 
Conference Tournament for 

the | 2th straight year. 


SATURDAY 


Football @ Franklin& Marshall, 1PM 


SUNDAY 


Wrestling @ Terrapin Duals, TBA 


2-() week propels M. Soccer into (C Tourne 


eR OTS 
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By finishing off their season with two straight wins, the Hopkins men’s soccer team rallied 
from a 3-3-1 conference record to claim the final spot in the Centennial Conference Tourna- 
ment. Please see page B11 for full coverage. 


Blue Jays Rigaud, Hopkins pound Ursinus 


take CC 


By ASHLEY MILLETTE 
Staff Writer 


Last Saturday, 
Blue Jays took to the warm 
indoors, preparing for the 
inevitable arrival of Hur- 
ricane Sandy. 

But not the Hopkins 
cross-country teams. 
Along with coach Bob- 
by Van Allen, the teams 
made the two-hour haul 
out to Haverford, Penn- 
sylvania, where they 
competed in the annual 
Centennial Conference 
Championship. 

The competition 
proved to be an excellent 
venue for showcasing 
Blue Jay talent with the 
men’s.team improving its 
standing from the previ- 
ous year and the women’s 
team holding on to the 
elusive CC crown. 

In the 2011 CC Cham- 
pionship, the men’s cross- 


country team finished 
fourth overall with Hop's 
highest-ranking = runner 
placing 25th. 


This year, the Jays im- 
proved their overall score 
by 61 points and had eight 
runners place in the top 25. 
The average time (25:36) 
is also the fastest time the 
team has ever had, exud- 
ing great praise from coach 
Bobby Van Allen. Hopkins 
also narrowly missed tak- 
ing second place, losing out 
to Dickinson by one point. 

Max Robinson, a Hop- 
kins junior, helped to pro- 
pel the Jays to their third 
place finish with his indi- 
vidual third place finish 
and a time of 25:00, 36 sec- 
onds better than Hopkins 
fastest average time. 

Junior Andrew Carey 
also ran a great race, fin- 
ishing tenth overall in 
his first ever conference 
varsity race. Junior Julian 
Saliani and Senior Josh 
Budman also had great 
finishes, placing 12th and 
13th respectively and 
earning all-conference 
honors. 

In the JV race, Junior 
Steve Hyland came out as 

See X-COUNTRY, Pace B10 
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10th ranked Blue Jays past 
| Centennial Conference op- 

ponent, Ursinus, 35-17. 

Rigaud earned the Cen- 
| tennial Conference Offen- 
| sive Player of the Week title 
| for the second time in the 
last three weeks. He rushed 
for a career-high 238 yards 
and tied the Hopkins’ record 
once again with four touch- 
downs. Rigaud is the first 


~and 


er up the middle. 

Hopkins took over and 
on the third play of the 
drive Rigaud broke around 
the right side and took the 


ball 70 yards to the house. 


areer long for Rigaud 
a e longest run in 20 
years for Hopkins gave the 
Jays a 14-3 lead at the half. 
Ursinus had no an- 
swer for Rigaud as he 
broke loose again midway 
through the third quarter 
from 29 yards out to extend 
the lead to 21-3 and tally 
his third score of the day. 
Hopkins’ other senior 
running back, Scott Bar- 
letta diversified the scoring 


an offensive explosion for 
the Blue Jays that produced 
354 yards on the ground 
with 5 rushing touchdowns. 

Quarterback Robbie 
Matey had a very efficient 
day through the air that 
featured him passing for 
130 yards and controlling 
the high powered offense. 
In addition, Junior place- 


kicker Richie Carbone was | 


5 for 5 on extra point kicks 
this week. 
The Blue Jays defense 


78 rushing yards on 29 at- 
tempts. 
On the season, the Blue 


running back Jays im- 
in school histo- proved to 
ry with back-to- 8-0 over- 
back 200 yard all and 
games, and his 7-0 in the 
impressive 238 Centen- 
yards against nial Con- 
Ursinus ranks ference 
him fourth in while 
a single game outscor- 
total. ing oppo- 
Another nents 276- 
major team 128. The 
goal Hopkins explosive 
accomplished offense 
this week, was and_ stout 
clinching their defense 
fourth straight have re- 
Centennial minded 
Conference ti- many of 
tle. After 2nd last year’s 
place Franklin FILEPHOTO undefeat- 
& Marshall Rigaud sprinted his way to his second straight 200 yard rushing game. ed regu- 
lost 24-17 to lar season 
Susquehanna, Hopkins routine as he raced into the when the team went 10-0. 


guaranteed themselves at 
least a share of the title. 
With a win against ei- 
ther Franklin & Marshall 
or McDaniel, the Blue Jays 
will clinch sole possession 
of the title and an automatic 
bid into the NCAA Playoffs. 
The Ursinus Bears en- 
tered Saturday leading the 
nation in turnover margin, 
but the Blue Jays didn’t 
think twice about the sta- 
tistic. On the Bears first of- 
fensive possession, fresh- 
man safety Joe Trumbetti 
recovered a fumble by Ur- 
sinus’ running back. 
Hopkins quickly drove 
the ball 42 yards on seven 
plays to take a 7-0 lead. 
Riguad started his career 
day when he took a sweep 
around the left side five 
yards for his first score of 
the day. 
Hopkins held Ursinus to 
a field goal in the first quar- 
ter as Ursinus trimmed the 
lead to 7-3. The Blue Jays 
made a huge stand as they 
forced a fumble in the end 
zone when the Bears’ quar- 
terback tried to take a keep- 


end zone from 25 yards out 
to push the lead to 28-17. 
“It’s great knowing that we 
can produce in big games,” 
Junior offensive lineman 
and pre-season All-Amer- 
ican Armand Jenifer said. 
"I'm looking forward to 
overcoming any challeng- 
es we face in the upcoming 


_ games.” 


The Bears were able to 
keep their deficit at 11 points 
until midway through the 
fourth quarter. Not sur- 
prisingly, Jonathan Rigaud 
found space on the outside 
and took the ball 18 yards 
into the end zone to close out 
his career day. Riguad led 


With their 22nd straight 
regular season win, the 
Blue Jays moved up one 
spot in the AFCA poll to 
9th, and jumped two spots 
into 13th in the D3football. 
com poll. Jenifer spoke 
about their upcoming two 
games. “We're going to ap- 
proach these games like ev- 
ery game this season, with 
the intent to win,” he said. 

Next up on the sched- 
ule, the Blue Jays will take 
on Franklin & Marshall 
(6-2) next Saturday for the 
first time this season as 


they attempt to move to | | 


9-0 and clinch a seed in the 
NCAA Playoffs. 


Men’s and women’s 
swim dominate F&M 


By JEFF SCHILL 
Staff Writer 


The Hopkins men’s and 
women’s swimming teams 
took on Franklin and Mar- 
shall this past weekend. 
Both squads dominated 
the Diplomats en route to 
two victories. Each team 
took 13 of 14 in their re- 
spective meets. 

The men’s team started 
off strong, winning their 
first six events. The Jays 
took first through third in 
the opening 200 Medley 
Relay. Senior Dylan Cog- 
gin, junior Joe Acquavia, 
senior Nick Schmidt and 
junior Will Kimball took 
first with a combined time 
of 1:35.21. Coming in sec- 
ond were freshman Justin 
Tang, sophmores Gideon 
Hou and Greg Kogut, and 
junior Anthony Lordi. 
To finish off the podium, 
sophomore Dylan Davis, 
junior Alex Polyak and 
seniors Carter Gisriel and 
Tyler Woods came in at 
1:36.92. 

This trend continued in 
the next five events with 
the Blue Jays taking first 
through third. The 1000 
Free was led by fresh- 
man Bill Gravley with a 
time of 9:52.07. The next 
two finishers were fresh- 
man Michael McGoldrick 
and senior Alec Contag 


_ with times of 10:05.71 and 


10:30.32 respectively. In 


| the 200 free junior Antho- 


ny Lordi led the Jays with 
a time of 1:43.15. Once 
again the Jays took sec- 
ond and third. This time it 
was Schmidt and Coggin 


| with times of 1:44.58 and 
stood strong again this | 
week, as they only allowed | 


1:45.44. 

The Blue Jays con- 
tinued their dominant 
streak throughout the 


day, culminating in a re- 
cord-breaking swim from 
Tang. Tang broke a pool 
record that had stood for 
seven years in the 400 
IM. Tang posted a time of 
4:02.55 that broke the re- 
cord of 4:08.67 set in 2005. 
He also came in first by 
16 seconds. The dominant 
performance from the 
freshman was impressive 
and the record setting 
performance was great 
motivation for the rest of 


7 


oa aa 
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The Blue Jay swimmers took it to Franklin & Marshall this Saturday. 


the team. 

The Jays started strong 
and did not let up towards 
the finish. The Jays took 
first, second and _ third 
in the 400 Relay. This 
brought the score to 205.5- 
56.5 in favor of the Blue 
Jays. The team improved 
to 2-0 while the Diplomats 
fell to 0-1. 

The women’s team mir- 
rored the performance of 
the men, winning 13 of 14 
races for a convincing vic- 
tory over the Diplomats. 

The Jays opened by 
taking first and second in 
the 200 Medley. Juniors 
Taylor Kitayama, Cristina 
Cusumano, Kylie Ternes 
and sophomore Ana Bog- 
danovski took first with 
a time of 1:50.43. Follow- 
ing the first place finish- 
ers, sophomores Melinda 
Yau, Maggie Storm, Ky- 
lie Holden and freshman 
Hanna Bunkih came in 
second with a time of 
1:52.85; 

The Blue Jays took vic- 
tories in all but one of the 
remaining races. Junior 
Alex Ladd took the 200 
free with a time of 1:57.17. 
The Jays also took-first and 
second in the 50 Back and 
in the 50 breast. The Jays 
also took first, second and © 
third in the 50 free. The 
same trend occurred with 
the 100 back and breast 


with Hopkins taking first 


second and third. 

The Blue Jays men’s and 
women’s teams dominated 
the Diplomats in almost 
every single race. Perhaps 
what was most impressive 
was how the Jays took mul 
tiple positions in most of 
the races. It illustrated how 
deep the squad is for the 
Jays this year. Taking first, 
second and third in one 
race is impressive, let alone 
the ability to take this in 
almost every race. This will 
serve as great motivation 
moving forward through- 
out the season. The depth 
of the team will be neces- 
sary as they move on. to 
tougher opponents as the 
season progresses. 

The Jays will return to 
action at the annual Loyola 
Thomas Murphy __Invita- 
tional on November 2-3 be- 
ginning at 5 p.m. 
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Field Hockey: 
Seniors say goodbye 


Despite a strong effort 
against Gettysburg, the 
seniors of the Blue Jay field 
hockey team saw an end to 
their careers this past week- 
end in a 2-0 loss to the Bul- 
lets. Page B10 


at 


Athlete of the Week: 
Holly Clarke 
& Hannah Oneda 


With a 1-2 finish, One- 
da and Clarke once again 
paced the Blue Jays to the 
Centennial Conference Title 
this weekend. Page B11 


ae 


Women’s Soccer: 
Clinch (C #1 seed 


Another stellar perfor- 
mance from forwards Han- 
nah Kronick and Sydney 


Teng gave the Blue Jays the — 4 

right to host the CC Tourna-- bs! 
‘ment after beating Gettys- 
burg. Page B10 
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Greener 
Every day 
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Why I’m voting for Obama 
Some anecdotal insight from a 
campaigner on why he’s sold on Obama 


Why I’m voting for Romney................. 5) 
A conservative middle-class, middle 


American explains why Romney got her vote 


Election straw polls.....................0:0000 6 
Where do you stand? 


A guide to the candidates 


The: EconOinyewrscnstete cree eos i 
Healthcare and Abortion......................... 8 
Environment and Education.................... 9 
Obama’s Foreign Policy.................... 10 


How the world views America 


Living the American Dream............... 11 
When the economy impedes its reality 


Political cartoons ......-5, 0.022. sccoaeceene ees 12 
Because all work and no play makes 
Uncle Sam a dull boy 


Political tweets.................:-scseseesess-core= 14 
From stalwart pundits to ridiculous 
unsolicited commentary, election season 
brings out some crazy tweets 


Question 6 and Question 7................ 16 
A look into two issues making it to the 
Maryland state ballot: gay marriage and 
gambling 


5 reasons I won’t be at the polls......... 7 
Defending the right to not vote 


Abortion is not a State’s Right........... 18 
Why this needs to be on your mind 


COURTESY OF MARK NOZELL VIA FLICKR 


The Underground 
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COURTESY OF DAVE LAWRENCE VIA FLICKR 


Why the GOP is on the wrong side of history............ 19 
Social issues are just as important as fiscal ones 


Tammy Baldwin mise tes-cs  ee 20 
The Wisconsin Representative could be the first openly 
gay person elected to the U.S. Senate 


Pirst Ladies .........60......10s cao ae A 
A look at women and the role they play in politics 


Who do you root for? ............c..cssssisheetlesticioacerts 22 


Which candidates team’s will spell victory for their sup- 
porter? Obama’s or Romney’s? 


Why I don’t like politics .0...0.0.0.ccccccccscccsssesssseseeeeeseeees 23 
An undecided voter voices her distaste for all things political 
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By NIKKO PRICE 


grew up in Brookville, N.Y., a small 

village on Long Island’s North 

Shore. The site of F. Scott Fitzger- 

ald’s The Great Gatsby, the area is 

keen on its privacy and exclusive- 
ness. Mansions are surrounded by high 
brick walls. Country clubs are the places 
to be social. The outside world doesn’t re- 
ally matter in Brookville. Most people in 
Brookville care more about the cleanli- 
ness of their cars rather than the plight 
of the poor. 

Growing up in Brookville, I never 
thought politics would be in the cards for 
me. Politics didn’t matter to Brookville — 
it didn’t matter to me. 

It’s a place where everyone has ev- 
erything they need, and nobody has any 
use for politicians. The economic crisis, 
national debt and the fate of our coun- 
try’s welfare matter little. I was fine with 
a life of political apathy. There was no 
reason to be political. 

On Oct. 31, 2004, something hap- 
pened that made this all change. 

Three years later, I joined my school’s 
swim team in eighth grade. I would stay 
on the team through high school and 
would eventually become its captain 
during my senior year. 

Before every practice throughout 
those five years, I would look up at the 
record board and read it top to bottom. 
Nearly every record on the board was 
held by the swim team captain a decade 
earlier. Every day, I would look up and 
read M. Lynch, M. Lynch, M. Lynch. 

But the records weren't the only thing 
on that scoreboard I was looking at. At 
the top of the board, inscribed in bold 
letters were the words: “Lieutenant Mat- 
thew D. Lynch, USMC Memorial Pool.” 

That’s because on Oct. 31, 2004, while 
most other guys his age were celebrating 
Halloween, Matt was on patrol in Rama- 
di, Iraq, about 70 miles west of Baghdad. 

He was riding in the passenger seat 
of a military humvee - part of a larger 
convoy traveling on a deserted dirt road 
in one of the deadliest places on earth. 

Out of nowhere, an explosion ripped 
through the undercarriage of the hum- 
vee. Shrapnel from the bomb lodged it- 


self in Matt’s neck. 

In a matter of minutes, First Lieuten- 
ant Matthew D. Lynch, commander of 
the 2nd Battalion of the 5th Marine Regi- 
ment, was dead. 

I was too young to know Matt person- 
ally. But during those five years on the 
swim team, I felt like I got to know him. 
I came to realize that Matt and I were 
pretty similar. 

He was captain of his swim team — 
so was I. He was captain of his baseball 
team—so was I. He loved school and 
learning—so did I. 

But we also shared a deeper con- 
nection. Matt loved his country and 
believed in the necessity to defend it. 
He believed in public service and pa- 
triotism, in wearing the pride of his na- 
tion on his shoulder. He believed in a 
commitment to something larger than 
himself, to build a better and more just 
world. 

Learning about his life during those 
five years, I came to understand who 
Matt really was. He was a hometown 
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Sophomore Nikko Price shakes hands with President Obama during one of his trips to the White House. 


hero, an all-around athlete and _ all- 
around student. He had a scholarship to 
Duke. Matt could have been a congress- 
man or a senator or even president. 

But he’s dead now. His only neighbor 
is a tombstone. 

I can’t imagine the pain that Matt’s 
family felt. And I don’t think I ever will. 
And I don’t know what they think of me 
or this article. 

But I do know that the pain they felt 
was shared by many. When a commu- 
nity loses its hero, everyone hurts. After 
October 2004, we mourned Matt’s Pass- 
ing, as did thousands of other communi- 
ties across our nation. 

As time wore on, I came to learn that 
something was happening outside the 
ivy-covered walls of Brookville. Our 
nation was hurting. The whole country 
was in mourning. 

That’s why in 2008, I saw that our na- 
tion had a choice to end this pain. To 
ensure that no other family — no other 
community — felt the pain that Matt’s 
family felt and the pain that everyone 


who knew him or who had heard of him 
had felt. Barack Obama promised that 
if he were to be elected, all American 
troops would leave Iraq by the end of his 
first term. 

John McCain, on the other hand, be- 
lieved a timetable for withdrawal was 
unnecessary and unwise. He even hint- 
ed at keeping troops there for years and 
even decades to come. 

That’s why I volunteered for Senator 
Obama in 2008. Though I was too young 
to vote, I wanted to do my part. I saw 
firsthand the pain that that war had 
caused, and I couldn’t fathom anyone 
else feeling that ever again. 

And that’s why I came back in 2011 
to work for President Obama, to ensure 
that he kept his promise. 

Then, in December of that year, 
around midnight, I watched in my living 
room on CNN as the last American hum- 
vee — not too different from the one Matt 
had been riding in some seven years ear- 
lier — crossed the border into Kuwait and 
the Iraq War ended for all time. 

And that’s why I came back in 2012 to 
work for him again. To honor a promise 
kept. Today, no more families are feel- 
ing what Matt’s family had to feel and is 
still feeling today. No more fathers and 
mothers, sisters and brothers, sons and 
daughters are dying in that far off land. 
No more of America’s best and bright- 
est— people like Matt— have to give up 
everything. 

But I also came back to ensure that 
our national attention now turns to what 
really matters—that we focus on our 
failing education system, our warming 
planet, our seniors and our poor fami- 
lies, the middle class and the struggling 
classes, gay rights, women’s rights, hu- 
man rights. 

And that’s why I’m voting for Presi- 
dent Obama on Nov. 6, and why you 
should too. 

Next Tuesday, come out to the ballot 
box with the same determination, pride 
and patriotism that Matt had when he 
put on his uniform and made the ulti- 
mate sacrifice for his country. 

Come cast your vote for the future 
that Matt believed in and the future he 
died defending. 
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By RIAN DAWSON 


o understand my political 
views, it helps to know a little 
about my background. I’m not 
some redneck who wears flan- 
nel and thinks the Confederacy 
is still alive. Sorry, I don’t follow this SNL 
caricature nor do the majority of conser- 
vatives. Unfortunately, though that’s the 
perception a lot of people have. 

In reality, I’m a proud mid-westerner 
who hails from the suburbs of Detroit and 
cheers for Michigan Football. I’ve lived in 
the same house all my life. My dad is an 
accountant whose office isn’t more than 
five minutes from our front door and my 
mom is a homemaker. 

My town, Grosse Pointe, is a quaint 
tree-lined well-to-do bedroom communi- 
ty that directly abuts Detroit. When you're 
driving up Jefferson Avenue from down- 
town, urbania turns into suburbia in the 
blink of an eye. Tree lined streets, SUVs 
and families walking on the sidewalk 
quickly replace the burnt-out houses and 
empty storefronts. It’s the paragon of up- 
per middle class America. 


a” An An 
‘m nee lor Romney 


The dismal economy of big government are among this voter's chief concerns 


In fact, I don’t. One of the main rea- 
sons | ticked that box on my absentee 
ballot wasn’t issue-based at all: Romney/ 
Ryan simply is not Obama/Biden. My 
high school government teacher, a jolly 
60-something man fondly known as Sena- 
tor Rayburn (because of his shared name 
with the stalwart Texas politician Sam 
Rayburn) characterized voting best: you 
don’t vote for someone as much as you 
vote against the other guy. And that’s 
what I did: I voted Romney/Ryan because 
I don’t want another four years of Obama/ 
Biden. 

I don’t have some philosophical anec- 
dote that helps explain why I think the 
way | do about politics. For me, it’s a mat- 
ter of circumstance, practicality and, to a 
certain extent, my own intuition. Social- 
ly, I'm actually quite liberal. I think gay 
marriage is an irrelevant issue: there’s no 
valid reason for it not to be legal. I also 
feel the same about abortion (excepting 
late-term). 

Fiscally, though, I’m decidedly conser- 
vative. Big government is problematic: it 
does more harm than it does good. I don’t 

think the government 


One of my better-kept 
secrets has been my con- 
servatism. Because I'm 
a Writing Seminars and 
English major who comes 
from the suburbs of De- 
troit, people wrongly as- 
sume I’m liberal or that 
I vote Democrat. I’m not, 
and I didn’t, at least not 
this election. 

But I don’t quite think I’m a true Re- 
publican, either. I like to think of myself 
as an independent conservative, but with 
election season upon us I have to be more 
defined in my political allegiances. 

This election, I voted for the Romney/ 
Ryan ticket. Part of the reason has to do 
with the fact that they are the Republican 
candidates. But that doesn’t necessarily 
mean I agree with 100 percent of the Re- 
publican platform. 


It’s time for a change. 
I’m not just voting 
with my interests in 
mind, I’m voting with 
my family’s as well. 


has any business stick- 
ing its nose into the 
economy when natural 


market forces them- 
selves tend to correct 
discrepancies. 


The economy, both 
nationally and in my 
home state, was a main 
factor behind where 
I decided to cast my 
vote. I, nor my family, am better off than 
four years ago, and I don’t think another 
four years of Obama is going to help. 

It’s time for a change. I’m not just vot- 
ing with my interests in mind, I’m voting 
with my family’s as well. The national 
economy is terrible, Michigan’s economy 
is even worse, and I think only a business- 
man with Romney’s acumen can clean up 
this financial mess America has stepped 
in. 
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My interests are more personal than 
just wanting a brighter job-market when I 
enter the workforce after graduate school. 
My dad is a small business owner and, as 
it stands, the Obama tax policies aren't 
helping him. Even worse: they’re hurting 
him. 

“The one percent” and “the middle 
class” have become buzz-words in this 
election. And the Republican Party is con- 
stantly portrayed as the Party that only 
has the well-being of the very wealthy in 
mind, whereas Democrats are touted as 
looking after the best interests of the ev- 
ery-man. 

If that’s true, then why are my dad’s 
taxes going to skyrocket? My family is a 
one-income household (my mom had her 
hands full raising me, my sister and my 
brother) and right now my dad’s footing 
the bill for two college-age kids with a 
third looming on the horizon. He also has 
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employees for whom he needs to make 
payroll week after week. The real world 
is constantly breathing down his neck—a 
tax hike is the last thing he needs. 

And what about the ridiculous price 
of groceries and the price of gasoline? 
They’ve risen markedly over the last 
four years. Those aren’t things the ultra- 
wealthy worry about. They’re things that 
affect the middle class. 

The average family’s income has gone 
down $2500 per year since Obama has tak- 
en office. That's the middle class. That’s my 
family. That’s me. And that’s not growth, 
that’s recession. 

I voted Romney/Ryan because I’m a 
member of the middle class, not in spite of 
it. In four years, Obama has failed to deliv- 
er on his message of “hope” and “change.” 
I can’t afford another four years and $5 
trillion dollars to the national deficit. And 
I don’t think the country can either. 


November 1, 2012 
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By IAN YU 


norder to get a snapshot of how Hop- 

kins students are voting this elec- 

tion year, The News-Letter conducted 

an online straw poll with 281 stu- 

dents responding between Monday, 
Oct. 22 and Thursday, Oct 25. Resource 
limitations and logistical challenges as- 
sociated with a college student population 
prevented this poll from achieving a truly 
random sampling that would qualify this 
as a scientific poll. 

As such, this can only be considered 
a straw poll of respondents who took the 
initiative to answer the six questions we 
asked regarding the presidential election, 
their political inclinations and relevant 
demographics. Within our background 
questions, we do have some skews with 
disproportionately more sophomores and 
fewer juniors in our responses but have 
a roughly equal distribution between the 
four categories we used to describe course 
of studies at Hopkins. 

Among our respondents, 60 percent in- 
dicated they are voting for or supporting 
Barack Obama versus 25 percent for Mitt 
Romney. Five percent indicated they were 
in favor of another candidate, while 10 
percent remained undecided. 

Voter enthusiasm and participation were 
some of properties of the student body this 
poll cannot accurately measure without ran- 
dom sampling, and we were concerned that 
only those students who had significant in- 
terest in the election would respond. We did 
find that roughly 85 percent of respondents 
indicated they were voting in this election, 
while nine percent were not and six percent 
were not eligible to vote. 84 percent of our 
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respondents were very or moderately inter- 
ested in the election, while 16 percent were 
somewhat or not at all interested. 

Among students who indicated that 


How would you rate your interest level in this 
election? 


Not at all 
Interested 
4% 


Student who are voting: 
Other 
Candidate 
5% 


they are voting in this election, 61 percent 
are voting for Obama versus 27 percent for 
Romney. Another seven percent remain 
undecided while five percent are casting 
their ballots for another candidate. Enthu- 
siasm is roughly equal between Obama 
and Romney supporters in our poll, 88 
and 87 percent respectively indicating that 
they were very or moderately interested 
in the election. Support for each candidate 
was roughly similar between the catego- 
ries of majors we polled. 

We have also polled students with re- 
spect to their political views and cross ref- 
erenced their responses against who they 
were supporting and the way they would 
categorize their course of study. Although 
a breakdown of each of our categories 
would highlight more significant differ- 
ences, our respondents showed that social 
sciences overall had a more left-leaning set 
of political views while engineering was 
the most balanced of our categories. 

Within the realm of our poll’s capabili- 
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Majority of Hopkins students appear to support Obama 


Who will you be voting for/supporting? 


Other 
Candidate 
Undecided 
| 10% 


5% 


ties, there appears to be a strong enthusi- 
asm among Hopkins students backing ei- 
ther of the two major candidates. Political 
views are a major factor in the candidates 
that students are choosing, but Obama ap- 
pears to have the advantage with Hopkins 
students who either fall in the middle or 
outside of this spectrum. 


| Are you voting in the 2012 


Presidential election? | 


mYes @No_ BNoteligible 


Social Sciences 
Obama Supporters |_ : 


Romney Supporters 


What best describes your political views? _ 


Centerist/Moderate |Independent 


28% Fe eB 


17% 


18% 
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Jillering views on the economy are especially important this election 


By ELI WALLACH 


his Nov. 6, as millions of 
Americans line up at the 
polls to cast their vote for 
president, one thing that will 
be on many people’s mind is 
the economy. According to a report from 
the Pew Research Center, 87 percent of 
registered voters consider the economy 
to be of high importance in their elec- 
tion decision. It is thus not surprising 
that this election has 
widely been dubbed 


dends and interest for those who make 
less than $200,000, and eliminate the es- 
tate tax. Romney also plans to establish 
a “territorial” corporate tax system in 
which manufacturers overseas will not 
be subject to double taxation from the 
host country as well as the United States. 
Furthermore, Romney plans to cut taxes 
in general by 20 percent in the long run, 
while also closing deductions to fill the 
loss of revenue. The details of this plan 
have not yet been released. Obama’s tax 

plan includes ex- 


tending the Bush 


as the “economy Era tax cuts for 
election.” Although Obama and only the middle 

Although Barack Romney disagree about the class, cutting taxes 
Obama and Mitt economic progress of the past for companies that 
Romney disagree hire as well as for 


about the economic 
progress of the past 
four years, one thing 
is clear to both of 
them: the economy 
still can be greatly 
improved. Both Rom- 
ney and Obama have published plans 
outlining their economic agenda if elect- 
ed this November. Romney has a 59-point 
economic plan, which he has now simpli- 
fied to a 5-point plan to connect with vot- 
ers, and Obama has a 27-point economic 
plan, which he has named “The New 
Economic Patriotism: A Plan For Jobs and 
Middle-Class Security.” Although the 
two plans do overlap significantly, there 
are key differences in them which voters 
should understand betore casting their 
vote. 

On the topic of taxes, both Obama and 
Romney agree that the corporate tax rate 
needs to be reduced, to 28 percent and 
25 percent respectively. However, the 
candidates hardly have anything else in 
common when it comes to taxes. Romney 
plans to continue the Bush Era tax cuts, 
eliminate taxes on capital gains, divi- 


four years, one thing is clear 
to both of them: the economy 


still can be greatly improved. 


small businesses 
that provide em- 
ployer based in- 
surance. Also in- 
cluded in Obama’s 
plan is the imple- 
mentation of the 
Warren Buffet rule, which would create a 
tax floor of 30 percent for American mil- 
lionaires, as well as ending deductions 
for outsourcing companies. 

On the topic of jobs, Romney be- 
lieves that through lowering taxes and 
getting rid of a lot of regulations, com- 
panies will hire more. His plan calls 
for immediately repealing the Afford- 
able Care Act, repealing and replacing 
the Dodd-Frank financial reform bill, 
amending Sarbanes-Oxley, and cutting 
all regulatory “red tape” that had been 
instated under Obama. Romney’s plan 
caps national agencies’ increase of reg- 
ulatory costs at $0 as well as supports 
the REINS Act, which requires all major 
regulations to obtain congressional ap- 
proval. Also included in Romney’s plan 
is reducing the National Labor Relations 
Board’s authority, requiring the unions 
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The policy of the staff of the Federal Reserve Board Building in D.C. will be affected by who gets elected. 


to hold secret ballot elections, refraining 
labor unions from political involvement 
and supporting states’ Right-to-Work 
laws. Obama’s plan, on the other hand, is 
heavily focused on education. Obama’s 
plan includes training 2 million new 
workers through community colleges, 
creating 15 to 20 “manufacturing inno- 
vation institutes” where research uni- 
versities and businesses collaborate to 
design new projects, slowing the growth 
of college costs, recruiting 100,000 sci- 
ence, math, engineering, and math 
teachers and further implementing the 
Race to the Top initiative in primary and 
secondary education. Obama also wants 
to use money saved from ending wars in 
the Middle East to fund infrastructure 
projects around the U.S. 

Lastly, on the topic of closing the defi- 
cit, both candidates agree that the U.S. 
must act or face the consequences of an 
incomprehensible debt. Obama’s plan 


states that, in his next term, he would 
cut $2.50 for each $1 in revenue increas- 
es. However, his plan is not very specific 
as to what exactly will be cut. Obama ac- 
credits the predicted cuts in government 
expenditure to ending foreign wars, 
cutting healthcare costs (a result of the 
ACA yet to be determined), and cutting 
of unspecified government programs. 
Romney’s plan outlines a measure to cap 
federal spending at 20 percent of GDP, 
through cutting many non-defense dis- 
cretionary spending and reducing the 
federal workforce; however, in his plan, 
Romney does not specify exactly which 
programs he would cut. He also plans to 
amend the constitution to require bal- 
anced budgets, which requires a super- 
majority in congress for any raise in tax- 
es with exception during wartime. 

No one can understate the importance 
of the economy in this election. The can- 
didates have spoken. What do you think? 
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Type of U.S. healthcare system 


By ELLEN BRAIT 


t seems strange that the United 

States is still struggling with health- 

care. In 2011, the Census Bureau re- 

ported that 48.6 million Americans 

were uninsured, and this number 
is an improvement from previous years, 
with a decrease of uninsured people from 
16.3 percent to 15.7 percent. 

The two candidates for president, 
Barack Obama and Mitt Romney, hold 
largely opposite views on what is needed 
to improve the health care system. In 2010 
Obama signed a bill entitled “The Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act,” 
which he hoped would guide American 
health care in the right direction. In sim- 
ple terms, the bill requires all citizens to 
buy health care or face paying a fine. It 
also gives health insurers more responsi- 
bilities in that they are forced to insure the 
most vulnerable (those with pre-existing 
conditions and those who are sick). The 
legislation, which has now received the 
nickname Obamacare, was challenged in 


the Supreme Court and passed with a vote 
of 5-4. Those opposing the legislation ar- 
gued that it violated an individual's right 
to choose. 

The majority of Obamacare’s benefits 
will not kick in until 2014 (that is if Rom- 
ney does not become president and take 
out the bill entirely). Even though Obam- 
acare is designed to insure an additional 
32 million people in public and private 
programs, the years between now and 
2014 will be tough. Helen Darling, the 
president of the National Business Group 
on Health, said, “Eventually, more people 
will be covered if everything goes the way 
it should starting in 2014. But that’s four 
years away and there's going to be a lot of 
financial pain and economic burden be- 
fore 2014.” Things will have to get worse 
before they get better, and maybe radical 
change is necessary in order to reach a 
better place. 

As everyone knows, there are mixed 
views on Obamacare. While many Ameri- 
cans view it as detrimental to their way of 
life, some see it as a step in the right di- 
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rection. In an article from the Washington 
Monthly entitled “Obama's Top 50 Accom- 
plishments,” they listed “Passed Health 
Care Reform” as number one. They argued 
that Obama has done what five presidents 
over a century have failed to do: brought 
universal health insurance to the States. 
They also point out that the bill “mandates 
a suite of experimental measures to cut 
health care cost growth, the number one 
cause of America’s long-term fiscal prob- 
lems.” Obama lists various benefits of the 
bill, including it’s expanded coverage, tril- 
lion dollar deficit cuts over the next two 
decades, caps on insurance companies to 
protect citizens from premium raises, and 
much more. 

Romney leads the opposition to Obam- 
acare. On his website he claims, “my first 
act: out with Obamacare.” He wishes to 
repel the legislation and go to a fully pri- 
vate program again. He states that the 
market is much better at providing effec- 
tive insurance at a reasonable price. He 
wants to hand the power over to each indi- 
vidual state, claiming that they can reform 


health care in the best way for their own 
citizens. Romney argues that he will better 
the health care system though three main 
points of attack. First, he will restore state 
leadership and flexibility; second, he will 
promote free markets and fair competi- 
tion; and third, he will empower consumer 
choice. The USA Today quotes Romney 
saying “we have taken a turn for the worse 
with Obama Care, with its high taxes and 
vastly expanded deferral control over our 
lives. I believe the better course is to em- 
power the states to determine their own 
health care futures.” Interestingly, while 
Romney was Governor of Massachusetts, 
he passed legislation that was similar to 
Obama’s but on a state level. Even so, he ar- 
gues, “while Obamacare may create a new 
health insurance entitlement, it will only 
worsen the system’s existing problems.” 

Now is the time for America to be deci- 
sive. This election will shape the direction 
healthcare takes in the United States now 
and for a long time to come. So what will it 
be: Obama’s universal health care or Rom- 
ney’s fully private program? 


Pro-life, pro-choice debate highlights a top issue for women volers 


By KATIE QUINN 


ithin every presidential 

election, the pro-life vs. 

pro-choice appears again 

and again. Typically, the 

Republican candidate 

endorses the pro-life stance, no questions 
asked. However, in this election, Romney 
has a background on the pro-life vs. pro- 
choice debate that has prompted some 
critics to refer to him as “multiple choice.” 
When he first ran in the 1994 senate 
race against Ted Kennedy, Romney ran as 
a pro-choice candidate. He cited a close 
family member's death from an illegal 
abortion as the cause for his decision to 
be a pro-choice supporter. In 2002, while 
running for governor, Romney claimed in 


a debate that he believed in upholding the 
Massachusetts laws that allowed women 
to have an abortion. “I can tell you, I do not 
take the position of a pro-life candidate. | 
am in favor of preserving and protecting 
a women’s right to choose,” Romney said. 

However, by 2005, his opinion had 
changed and he decided to veto a con- 
traception bill, claiming that he would 
not “facilitate” abortion. “I am pro-life. I 
believe that abortion is the wrong choice 
except in cases of incest, rape, and to save 
the life of the mother,” Romney wrote in 
an article published by The Boston Globe 
explaining his decision. 

This pro-life stance is one that Rom- 
ney has kept since 2005, including in the 
present presidential election. While many 
other Republican candidates claim that 
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there are no exceptions and keep their re- 
ligious beliefs tied tightly to their stance 
on the issue, Romney’s background has 
demonstrated a tendency to change. Many 
republicans, including former presidential 
candidate, John McCain have criticized 
Romney on his inability to give clear rea- 
sons for his changing stance. 

President Obama has maintained a 
pro-choice stance since he first entered 
politics, as a senator-in Illinois and as 
president. This January, on the 39th an- 
niversary of the Roe v. Wade decision, 
Obama commemorated the historic deci- 
sion. He firmly supported his belief in a 
women’s choice. “We must remember 
that this Supreme Court decision not only 
protects a woman’s health and reproduc- 
tive freedom, but also affirms a broader 


principle: that government should not in- 
trude on private family matters. I remain 
committed to protecting a woman’s right 
to choose and this fundamental constitu- 
tional right,” Obama said. ; 

Obama has continued supporting his 
stance, supporting a healthcare that in- 
cludes federal subsidies for insurance 
plans that cover abortions and contracep- 
tives. 

As the race moves closer and closer to 
the end, the candidates each stand firmly 
behind their current positions: Romney as 
a pro-life candidate and Obama as a pro- 
choice candidate. The debate is a top con- 
cern for many women voters. When Nov. 
6 rolls around, the issue might prove to 
have a significant impact on the results of 
the election itself. 
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On education, Obama and Romeny have contrasting records and plans 


By DEVIN ALESSIO 


hether you're a Demo- 

crat, Republican or po- 

litically apathetic, the 

President’s plan for the 

American school system 
will surely affect the way you fund your 
Hopkins education. 

President Barack Obama _ introduced 
the “Pay As You Earn” plan in 2011. As of 
2014, monthly federal student loan repay- 
ment will be reduced to 10 percent of their 
income. The balance of debt for teachers, 
nurses, members of the armed forces, and 
public servants is forgiven after 10 years; 
the balance is forgiven after 20 years for all 
other borrowers (The balance of debtis cur- 
rently forgiven after 25 years of payment). 

Citing the recession and increased col- 
lege enrollments, Barack Obama increased 
funding to the Federal Pell Grant by 95 


percent during his presidency. The Feder- 
al Pell Grant, which provides a maximum 
of $5,500 for low and moderate-income 
students, faces an $8 billion funding gap 
in the 2014 fiscal year. Congress temporar- 
ily provided portions of mandatory fund- 
ing to cover the discretionary portion of 
the grant in 2009, when appropriations for 
the grant were artificially low. President 
Obama has not specified how he will fund 
this program after 2014. 

Obama also proposed the $12 billion 
American Graduation Program in 2009, 
which aims to boost funding for commu- 
nity colleges and increase graduation rates 
over the next 10 years. In 2010, the president 
reduced funding for the program to $2 bil- 
lion in order to push forward the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act. It is un- 
clear where this initiative currently stands. 

Obama has enacted Race to the Top in 
K-12 education, a $4.35 billion dollar con- 


test sponsored by the Department of Edu- 
cation to encourage education reform and 
inspire students to seek higher education. 
States are invited to apply for grants that 
award states for: creating innovative solu- 
tions to implementing more rigorous stan- 
dards and assessments for all students 
such that graduates are ready for college 
and careers; attracting and retaining 
great teachers; implementing a statewide 
student data system; prioritizing low- 
performing schools; and a demonstrated 
interest in continued education perform. 
The program also rewards prioritizing 
STEM (science, technology, engineering, 
and math) education. 46 states are cur- 
rently involved in the program. 

According to Republican candidate Mitt 
Romney’s website, the former governor of 
Massachusetts seeks to “strengthen and 
simplify the financial aid system, welcome 
private sector participation instead of push- 


Presidential campaigns largely ignore climate change 


By RACHEL WITKIN 


hough it wasn’t brought up ex- 
tensively in any of the debates, 
the environment will be affect- 
ed by the election. The President 
is able to choose staff members 
for the Environmental Protection Agency 
and decide how much he wants the gov- 
ernment to be involved in combating cli- 
mate change and regulating oil and coal 
industries. There are many hot-button is- 
sues that the next President will have to 
deal with, such as signing the controver- 
sial Keystone XL pipeline and establishing 
a policy on fracking, an extraction method 
for the natural gas industry that many en- 
vironmentalists have opposed. 

When Mitt Romney was the Governor 
of Massachusetts, he was very environ- 
mentally friendly compared to his Repub- 
lican counterparts. He even stood in front 
of a coal power-plant once and said “This 
coal kills.” He also formed the Regional 
Greenhouse Gas Initiative, which would 
reduce emissions from power generation 


in a multi-state area by 10 percent in 2018, 
but never signed it. He has moved farther 
to the right on this issue, including chang- 
ing his stance on climate change. 

Obama scored points with environ- 
mentalists when he refused to approve 
the Keystone XL pipeline last year, which 
would have piped tar sands oil from 
Canada to Texas. They were concerned 
about the impact of a spill as the pipeline 
would cross the Ogallala Aquifer, which 
provides water to most of the Midwest 
and the extensive agriculture within the 
region. Obama did, however, approve the 
second half of the pipeline, which begins 
in Oklahoma In contrast, Romney would 
approvae this section of the pipeline on 
his first day in office. 

The two also have distinct views on 
the importance of takling pollution, with 
Obama setting out goals to reduce vehicle 
emissios while Romney choosing to focus 
on striking regulations on carbon dioxide 
emissions and giving a greater weight to 
economic costs when new environmental 
regulations are considered. While both will 
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still push for expanded drilling to help re- | 


duce energy iports, Romney calls for drill- 
ing in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 
(ANWR) and the Gulf of Mexico. Obama’s 
platform will protect ANWR as well as the 
Gulf of Maine and the Pacific West Coast 
from energy exploration and drilling. While 
Obama does not specifically address frack- 


ing with respect to his support for safely | 


developing natural gas supplies, Romeny’s 
stance is to avoid overregulating fracking. 
Basically, both of them aren’t going to 
be shutting down coal or oil anytime soon. 
They both understand the importance of 
reducing foreign dependence on energy 
resources, especially with what's current- 
ly going on in the Middle East. However, 
environmentalists aren’t too happy with 
either candidate. Obama has faced back- 
lash for his investment in coal, and Rom- 
ney wants to decrease regulation of oil, 
aruging that would be better for the econ- 
omy. Regardless, the economy has been 
the main issue this election, and it is likely 
that many voters will not be voting based 
on either of their environmental records. 
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ing it away, and replace burdensome regula- 
tion with innovation and competition.” 

Romney advocates utilizing private sec- 
tor entities in order so that students have 
more “consumer-friendly data” in decid- 
ing how to pay for college. Students would 
then be “clearly informed about their obli- 
gation” to pay back federal student loans. 

In his paper “A Chance for Every Child,” 
Romney directly addresses that the Obama 
Administration has not specified how the 
Pell Grant will be funded. He states that he 
will “refocus Pell Grant dollars on the stu- 
dents that need them most and put them on 
a responsible long-term path.” 

Romney also focuses on shifting em- 
phasis from the time it takes to earn a 
degree to mastering material. His admin- 
istration would encourage institutions to 
reward content mastery so that graduates 
have applicable skills for the workforce. 

Romney also calls innovation in K-12 
education. He especially emphasizes the 
need for transparency between parents, 
teachers, and school districts, and that low 
income and special needs students should 
be able to choose the school that is best for 
them, and aims to model this nationwide 
program off of the D.C. Opportunity Schol- 
arship Program. He hopes to create more 
charter and digital schools, especially fo- 
cusing on the achievement gap facing mi- 
nority students. Citing the fact that though 
Americans spend two and a half more times 
per pupil than we did in 1970, achievement 
and graduation rates have stagnated. Thus, 
Romney does not believe increased funding 
is the best answer to educational reform. 

Instead, he argues that the teachers’ 
union puts the best interest of teachers 
ahead of students. Under a Romney Ad- 
ministration, the president would seek 
to weaken the influence of the teachers’ 
union and bolster the role of students and 
parents within education reform. Similar 
to President Obama, Romney emphasizes 
the importance of promoting standards 
such that every high school student is pre- 
pared for college or work, recruiting and 
rewarding great teachers (and eliminat- 
ing policies that allow ineffective educa- 
tors to retain their jobs), and bolstering the 
importance of scientific and technological 
studies in the classroom. 
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By NASH JENKINS 


resident Obama’s landmark vic- 

tory in 2008 produced quite a 

bit of hype — the hope-flavored 

Kool-Aid if you will. But, per- 

haps no element was louder or 
more pervasive than the international re- 
sponse to the election. 

It makes sense, really. The first decade 
of the twenty-first century saw the great- 
est upheaval in the United States’ rela- 
tionship with the rest of the world since 
the second World War, and even then, we 
were the good guys. The terrorist attacks 
of Sept. 11, 2001 changed that and pretty 
much everything else. As we started a 
well-intentioned but otherwise reckless 
retaliation, we became public enemy 
number one. We augmented hostility 
with the forces we wanted to eliminate, 
while concurrently and consequently 
alienating our allies (namely those across 
the pond). 

For reasons diplomatic and aesthetic, 
deserved or otherwise, the eight-year 
presidency of George W. Bush all but deci- 
mated the credibility of the United States 
to, well, everyone. At its most basic, it pro- 
vided fodder for satirical scripts at Euro- 
pean talk shows. At its worst, it strained 
historically strong diplomatic ties. Lest we 
forget the farce of freedom fries. 

“Bush was seen as a bit of a joke,” 
sophomore Harriet Green, a native of the 
United Kingdom, said. “For people of our 
generation, who were still-a bit young 
to be following politics, he is known for 
saying stupid things that just made him 
sound ignorant. I remember everyone be- 
ing cross when he referred to Al-Qaeda as 
‘folks. People were on the whole royally 
pissed off about the war, too.” 

So obviously, it’s understandable that a 
mantra of Hope and Change enticed the 
rest of world with the same oomph as the 
American public. For reasons so widely 
accepted that I won’t expound thereon, 
2008 was a pivotal and necessary year. No 
matter how people appraise Obama’s poli- 
tics, his election represents a galvaniza- 
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tion of the American people, one that was 
essential and long overdue but also unsus- 
tainable and fundamentally fickle. 

“I remember [the election] clearly. | 
stayed up late so I could watch the results 
come through. I had these Obama 2008 
shutter shades that I wore the next day. I 
thought they were awesome,” Green said. 
“They weren't. At all.” 

Shutter shades or none, Nov. 4 saw a 
global party. A CBS News video produced 
in the week after shows Kenyans dancing 
in the streets; an entry on The Huffington 
Post provided a vignette of international 
press clippings linked by the common 
string of a handful of terms: “joy,” “cel- 
ebration,” and (but of course) “hope.” 

Four years is a long time, though. Par- 
ties end. Maybe it was time for a curfew, 
or maybe the neighbor called the cops 
complaining about noise. Or maybe 
— and this is more likely case — they 
just ran out of booze. The divisive and 
inefficient nature of American politics 
in the time since Obama’s election has 
yielded a lousy progress report and an 
accompanying ethos of cynicism that 
cheapens the 2008 hopefulness. Regard- 
less of where blame lies or even who 
should take the reins this November, it 
all seems very, very naive. 

“I would say that the general percep- 
tion of the U.S. has not changed [since 
before the 2008 election]. Politically, sure. 
People see it as more liberal, naturally 
— less ‘guns ‘n’ ammo’y, if that makes 
sense,” Green, who has since lost her 
Obama shutter shades, said. “Certainly, 
the ‘Obama hype’ from four years ago is 
significantly dulled. Many people — my- 
self included — don’t think that Obama 
has done a great deal.” 

She stressed, however, the disparity be- 
tween aesthetic and political perception, 
saying that in the United Kingdom, most 
will generally defer to the former. 

“Our public is just as fickle as yours,” 
she said. “In my opinion, a lot of it is ig- 
norance. A lot of it is people disliking Mitt 
Romney, as opposed to specifically liking 
Obama. The stigma of liking Mitt Romney 
exists in Britain, too.” 
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COURTESY OF WWWWHITEHOUSE.GOV 


President Obama delivers an address to the United Nations General Assembly on Sept. 25, 2012. 


It’s tough to anticipate how the world 
will respond to next week’s results, re- 
gardless of outcome. I’m not talking 
about policymakers, obviously. I’m re- 
ferring to Green and the millions of oth- 
ers worldwide who participated in the 
2008 utopian romp choreographed to the 
beat of “yes we can.” 

This isn’t an issue of who's to blame, so 
I'll deliberately ignore the standard debate 
of Obama’s inefficiency vs. the Republican 
Congress’ insubordination. Instead, it is a 
matter of how the game has changed and 
how its spectators are going to watch. Di- 
plomacy is different now. With Osama bin 
Laden dead and Ahmadinejad’s regime 
finally receiving wariness, it is a differ- 
ent story. We're out of Iraq, which earns 
us points with the rest of the world. But 
the tryst between us and Iran and Israel 
is nearing a boiling point, and the Ameri- 
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can response will help craft international 
perspective. 
Nevertheless, it probably won’t come 


down to an objective analysis of the is- ° 


sues. It rarely does. It will come down to 
the fundamental ethos the United States 
exudes to the rest of the world—be it the 
warmongering, oil-pumping Texas Rang- 
er of the Bush years or the gentle giant 
in rose-colored glasses of Obama’s first 
election, It doesn’t matter how apt these 
impressions are: they’re there. However 
superficial they may be, they’re impor- 
tant. The response of the world to next 
week’s election might be fickle, but it 
will say something about what the Unit- 
ed States means to the rest of the world 
and, perhaps consequently, what the rest 
of the world means to the United States. 
Be it red or blue, let’s hope the Kool-Aid’s 
weaker this time. 
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Problems with the American Dream: Changing economic times 


By NICHOLAS DEPAUL 


merica is changing: 

The de facto hegemony that 

has existed for almost a cen- 

tury is fading. Economic 

growth has stagnated. Big 
ideas have taken a backseat to petty wran- 
gling over minutia. 

Campaign seasons are usually times of 
unbridled optimism: no matter what, “it” 
will get better. This year, the message is 
different: “it” will get better, but not right 
away, and not without major changes to 
established government protocol. 

But what if both candidates are wrong? 
What if the American masses are deluded 
in thinking that “it” will get better, that 
the economy will improve and Tommy 
from down the block will finally get a 
job. Recent academic studies question 
this widespread belief and force America 
to take a long look in the mirror. 

Robert Gordon, an economist at North- 
western University, published a paper 
earlier this year entitled “Is U.S. Economic 
Growth Over? Faltering Innovation Con- 
fronts the Six Headwinds.” It “raises basic 
questions about...the assumption...that 
economic growth is a continuous process 
that will persist forever.” The “six head- 
winds” limiting growth are “demogra- 
phy, education, inequality, globalization, 
energy/environment, and the 
overhand of consumer and 


government debt.” 

Prof. Gordon’s paper has inspired 
much debate in economic academia and 
among intelligentsia pundits. Many 
economists, among them Daron Acemog- 
lu of the Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology, believe that the paper “has been 
a good corrective to people who think 
that the innovations of today are trans- 
forming the world in a way that those of 
yesteryear never did.” But they are not 
willing to buy the thesis 


that, while it hurts the vast majority of 
Americans (and global citizens), it profits 
elites, who control legislation and pow- 
erful business interests. There are some 
elites that want to bring the rest of the 
country up with them, but the majority is 

OK with the lay of the land at present. 
The American Dream directly profits 
this rarefied class. When a hard working 
citizen buys the white picket fence, the 
manufacturer of the paint profits. When 
students take the SAT or 


that the growth of the past 
two centuries is a fluke of 
history: “[Gordon] misses 
the major engine of inno- 
vation: the market tends to 
find whatever is profitable, 
even if we cannot see what 
that is today.” 

The American Dream, 
that nebulous concept of economic success 
and strong values that has exalted this na- 
tion for decades, is now on shaky ground. 
Student debt will limit economic mobility 
for current youth, as will housing debt for 
the generation just above. 

The idea espoused by both ruling par- 
ties of “getting America back to work” is 
a requisite of campaigns, but it seems far- 
cical at a time where jobs are flowing to 
international regions with cheaper labor 
and less regulation. 

What is so strange .about the 
current economic climate is 
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The American 
Dream...is now on 
shaky ground. 


borrow money, big com- 
panies and banks profit. 
And then their leadership 
turns around and says 
“One day, you too can be 
where we are” with the 
implied ellipsis “but only 
if you continue to spend 
money on education and 
health care and status symbols.” 

Martin Wolf, a columnist for the Fi- 
nancial Times, wrote on this subject, and 
concluded that the American popula- 
tion should “Get used to this. It will not 
change.” 

Essentially, if Gordon’s projections 
are correct, the economy will continue 
to weaken, and the vast majority of that 
burden will fall on the non-elite, the 99 
percent. This has already begun: From 
“1993 to 2008 the average growth in real 
household income was 
1.3 percent per year...for 
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the bottom 99 percent [it] was only .75... 
the top one percent...captured fully 52 
percent of the income gains during that 
period.” 

So the elites want to keep a status quo 
where the majority bears the burden and 
they continue living the high life. 

Thomas Edsall, writing for The New York 
Times, comments on how the Republican 
party, often cast as the party of the rich—for 
good reason— is fighting to keep this dan- 
gerous status quo: “the wealthy are acutely 
aware that the political threat to their status 
and comfort would come from rising popu- 
lar demand for policies of income redistri- 
bution. It is for this reason that the Republi- 
can party is determined to protect the Bush 
tax cuts; to prevent tax hikes; to further cut 
domestic social spending; and, more broad- 
ly, to take a machete to the welfare state.” 

The Republicans are embracing a 
“Deeply pessimistic vision premised on a 
future of hard times.” Rather than work- 
ing to avoid it, they are accepting it as in- 
evitable and scrambling to ensure their 
grandchildren’s inheritance. 

It is quite apparent, when viewed from 
this angle, why the GOP blocks the Presi- 
dent’s attempts at boosting the middle 
class, like the American Jobs Act, and 
would fight vehemently against any green 
jobs initiative. For them, wealth accruement 
is a zero sum game, and they will make 
damn sure they 
come out on top. 
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By A. Kwan 


We interrupt your regularly scheduled program... 


R’ 


YOUR MOTH 
WAS CANCELED 
FOR THE 

DEBATE?! 


Binders full of women By A. Kwan 
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By Kelly Standart 


fresh Tood Cafe. Nov. \2 


Meatless Tonday X Seasonal Sustainabil ity Showcase 


Celebrate the bounty oT ee Season al day ; 
With a focal " seaspnal menu! 


The Underground 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


November 1, 2012 


+ 


5] ayy New York Magazine »NYMag Hine 22 Oct | | 
ay: RK Akin campaign insists that comparing female senator to a dog is | | 
7 hilarious. nymag.com/daily/intel/20... | | 


Todd Akin. I have no words. I genuinely think that he believes he is complete- 
ly right in all of these cases. Just because no one’s ever told him how women get 
pregnant before doesn’t mean that he actually has to be educated on anything, 
especially politeness. A few weeks ago, Claire McCaskill wasn’t acting ladylike enough. Now 
she’s a dog. Well played. 


me b | 
— = - ; ——— : = . COURTESY OF WWWSHOPPING.COM 


BuzzFeed © Buz2Feed 22 Oct | 
| THIS. RT @perpetua: RT if you think Obama and Romney should get | ee 
3 to use lightsabers tonight. Rachel Witkin 


Political Tweets of the Week 


Buzzfeed does cool things like tell us the amount of times that senators and representatives 
have edited their own Wikipedia pages. Their website also has lots of pictures of cute animals. 
I think they should run the country, and if they can’t, at least have them run a debate where This is a summary of what 


Obama and Romney duel Star Wars style. happens when I get on my overly 
politicized Twitter and_ start 


= : taking screenshots. Half of this 


Michelle Malkin ©michellemalkin 22 Oct | election has been happening 
; through the well-thought out 
HAHAHAHA: Obama - “I've learned as COMMANDER IN CHIEF you | Tweets of politicians, journalists 
j * ; d th ional celebrity. ~ 
Bd must be clear.” HAHAHAHAHAHA | cag ae ee 


HAHAHAHAAHAHBA. That is just what we should do the entire debate. Obama was obvi- 
ously never the commander-in-chief of this country, it was his dog, Bo. 


Aziz Ansari @azizansari 22 Oct 
“Hypothetical question, let's say Israel calls you up and they say ‘we 
need all your hummus.’ What's your move?" 
#BetterDebateQuestions 


Debates should be solely for ridiculous questions. I think that comedians like Aziz Ansari should 
hold debates as well. Instead of having boring journalists hold debates, or having questions from nh 
undecided voters, all debates should be held by people like Tina Fey and Amy Poehler. COURTESY OF WWWWHITEHOUSE.GOV 
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I'}! Mitt: "I love teachers.” Somewhere, Big Bird is searing with jealous 
rage. 


This Big Bird thing is never going to get old. I think that Big Bird is actually the theme of this 
election. My question is, do we extend the right to vote to television characters? And would Big 
Bird be Republican or Democratic? Again, these are the important issues. 


- Daily Intel @Dailyinte 23 Oct 
Bad news for Romney: he may have lost the coveted Lohan 
endorsement. nym.ag/QRKESP 


Lindsay Lohan is very passionate about politics. She tweeted Barack Obama earlier this year 
about how the rich need to get tax cuts too. And then she said she was supporting Mitt because 
the economy is really important right now. Last week, however, she retweeted an endorsement 
for Barack Obama, and then tweeted about how stressed out the debates made her. 


Donald J. Trump realDonaidTrum} 24 Oct | 
You have all been waiting-- the response has been amazing! Watch | 
my announcement now, press release to follow at 12:15. 
bitly.com/SivjCv 


| 


Donald Trump thinks that he is actually an important political figure who can influence the 
election. After leading the birther movement to get Obama to release his birth certificates, be- 
cause there was actually a conspiracy theory involving Obama’s mom marrying an Indonesian 
man with the last name “Hussein” in order to have a child run for president. He came out with 
a huge announcement last week telling the President that he will donate $5000 to a charity of 
his choice if he releases his college records and transcripts. 


Salon.com @Salon 26 Oct 
“My first time was w/ @BarackObama’": Here's the @lenadunham 
video that's sending conservatives into sexphobic seizures 
trib.al/8f7 PAF 

Lena Dunham, run for President. Please? People do not need to freak out if she made the elec- 


tion a little sexual. She is 26-years-old and she is allowed to say whatever she wants to, plus 
she’s just trying to get people to vote. 
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Gay marriage on the ballot as Marylanders vote on Question 6 


By FLORENCE LAU 


ne of the issues that will be 

hotly debated this upcom- 

ing election is Question 6, a 

Maryland state referendum 

filed in June that challenges 
the Civil Marriage Protection Act which 
had been passed by the Maryland General 
Assembly in February 2012 by the Mary- 
land General Assembly and was signed 
into effect on March 1, 2012 by Governor 
Martin O’Malley. 

This Act would allow gay and lesbian 
couples to obtain a civil marriage license 
while making sure clergies of different 
faiths would not have to perform marriage 
ceremonies that go against their beliefs, 
including individual control over who 
may marry within each faith. 

Several public opinion polls have been 
taken on this topic, and although there 
is some variability in the numbers, the 
percentage of people who are in favor of 
upholding the ruling tend to hover at an 


average of about 51.4 percent, with the per- | 


centage of people in favor of overturning 
the ruling at an average of about 43 per- 
cent, both with a margin of error at about 
3.6 percent. In addition, about 5.4 percent 


of the people participating in those sur- 


veys are undecided on this topic. 

Although any voter referendum only 
requires 55,736 valid signatures in order 
to gain a place on a ballot in November, 
this specific voter referendum that was 
submitted in June contained a total of 
109,313 signatures, showing that opposi- 
tion to the Civil Marriage Protection Act 
is not miniscule. 


From these statistics, it looks like this | 


issue is going to be one with passion and 
fervent discussion from both sides of the 
issue. 

O'Malley has issued a statement at an 
Equality Maryland fundraiser in support 
of civil marriage for same-sex couples. 
“This is all about the protection of fami- 
lies,” he said. “There is a lot of goodness in 
each and every individual and we need to 
engage in that goodness. We need to call 
people to that goodness.” 

Other supporters of civil marriage have 


+- 


praised local clergies and religious leaders 
for coming out in rallies of support, and 
even President Barack Obama’s campaign 
has issued a statement in support of the 
Civil Marriage Protection Act. 

Supporters have argued by appealing 
to people’s sense of human rights and 
dignity, pointing out that this ruling only 
provides fairness and equal opportunities 
and protection to gay and lesbian couples, 
things which every person is guaranteed 
under the 14th Amendment. Other argu- 
ments include the fact that denying gay 
couples a civil marriage is merely an at- 
tempt from the majority to oppress the mi- 
nority and that marriage benefits should 
be available to all couples. Supporters 
also mention that two people loving each 
other, whether of the same sex or opposite 
sex, will not harm or affect others in any 
way. 

Opponents of Question 6 have most 


recently taken up a strategy of protesting 
by using an ad called “Parents Have No 
Rights.” In this ad, opponents argue that 
this law would encourage and teach chil- 
dren about same-sex attraction, namely 
that it is normal, thereby undermining pa- 
rental rights. 

Another campaign against same sex 
marriage specifically targets African 
Americans. “Jump the Broom for Mar- 
riage” uses racially targeted phrases and 
pictures to try and draw a parallel between 
a marriage ritual practiced by slaves pre- 
Civil War, which this group touts as the 
first civil right, and the right for gays to 
marry, which they do not believe is not a 
civil rights issue. An example of why gay 
rights do not fall under civil rights issues 
is that, according to this group, no one has 
“ever seen a water fountain for Gays only” 
as opposed to “whites only” fountains 
back during the Civil Rights Movement 


era, and therefore they advocate voters to 
vote against Question 6. 

However, the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP) have tried to counter this cam- 
paign by coming out in support of gay 
marriage under the leadership of Julian 
Bond, the NAACP chairman emeritus. “I 
believe people of faith understand that 
this isn’t about any one religious belief — 
it’s about protecting the civil right to make 
a lifelong commitment to the person you 
love,” Bond said. 

As these and other political arguments 
wage on, closer to home, in Charles Village 
and the surrounding area, many residents 
have put up signs in their front yard sup- 
porting the legalization of same sex mar- 
riage. With less than a week until Election 
Day, this topic will be one of the many at 
the forefront of voters’ minds as they cast 
their ballots. 


In the battle over Question 7, casino industry divded 


By IAN YU 


athering the most attention 
in the Maryland advertis- 
ing airwaves, even online as 
many students can attest, the 
debate over Question 7 has 
reached the Hopkins community more 
than the other ballot initiatives. While 
most Hopkins students are voting in their 


| home states and won't have a chance to 
weigh in on this and other initiatives next - 


week, its passage or defeat does have con- 
sequences for everyone. 

Question 7, if approved by voters, will 
expand the number of casinos allowed to 
operate in Maryland from five to six and 
allow table games at the casinos. A state 
commission approved the construction of 
a new casino in downtown Baltimore near 
Camden Yards and M&T Bank Stadium 
- slated to open in 2014 - while Question 7 
will allow the sixth casino to be constructed 
down in National Harbor. Voters previously 
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approved gambling’s foray into Maryland 
back in 2008 for five casinos and only for 
video lottery machines such as slots. 
Governor Martin O’Malley previously 
called a special session of the state legis- 
lature this past summer to put Question 7 
on the ballot. The initiative also includes 
tax breaks for casino operators in anticipa- 
tion of a possible decrease in revenue from 
the addition of a new casino. This might 
get struck down by Prince George’s Coun- 
ty residents, who can approve or deny 
the construction of the National Harbor 
casino, but the rest of the measure falls 
primarily in the hands of statewide voters. 
While the tax revenue generated from 
the casinos has been earmarked for the 
state’s education funds, state legislatures 
may choose to redirect other sources of ed- 
ucation funding in the budget to other pur- 
poses and keep the overall level of funding 
for education flast. The Baltimore Sun and 
The Washington Post pointed out this sce- 
nario and opponents have seized upon this 


point in their advertising campaigns. 

Proponents of the measure, including 
O’Malley and Baltimore Mayor Stepha- 
nie Rawlings-Blake, have publicly voiced 
their support for the measure along with 
casino operators, construction contrac- 
tors and teachers in Maryland through 
supporter-funded advertisements. Their 
opponents, difficult to identify behind the 
main opposition group, have hit the air- 
waves with significant funding from out 
of state casino operators who stand to lose 
from increased competition in Maryland. 

At its heart, this issue is a battle within 
the casino industry, divided along state 
lines between Maryland and neighbor- 
ing West Virginia and Pennsylvania, with 
the state standing to benefit in tax revenue 
without having to raise other taxes. Once 
their saturation of television and internet 
advertising subsides, Hopkins students 
will find out whether in 2014 they can play 
table games or only slot machines down 
near Camden Yards. 
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Election 2012: To vote or not to vote, that is the question 


By ALICE HUNG 


s we get closer to the presidential elections this year, more and more people are discussing politics at the dinner table. All seems 
to go well until the topic of voting comes up. 
“So, have you decided who you're voting for yet?” 
“Nah, I’m not planning on voting.” 
After an awkward silence that seems to last for ages, someone usually follows with, “why not?” This is often followed by a 
lengthy monologue about our responsibility as American citizens, and thereby our obligation to do something for the future of America. 
As one of the unfortunate ones subjected to this type of interrogation for the past weeks, I have decided to clarify my reasons once and for all. 


FFFFFFE 
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COURTESY OF TAKOYAKI 


You should vote for me because No, you should vote for ME because... 


of politics. 


| don’t even know what this issue 
really means in the first place! | 


COURTESY OF TAKOYAKI 


I don’t feel sufficiently informed. Yes there’s the news- 
paper and TV with tons of campaign messages, debates 
and other advertisements. However, | still don’t feel 
comfortable casting my vote because I don’t think I un- 
derstand enough about the candidate’s plans. Even with 
some knowledge of what the candidates represent, I def- 
initely don’t have a sufficient understanding about the 
general state of affairs in the world. There are so many 
issues going on, ranging from stem cell research to ter- 
rorist attacks, that I don’t think I have enough experi- 
ence to decide what's best for the U.S. 
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I’m not registered to vote. Yes, I’ve been over the age of 18 for a few years, but I never 
| got around to registering. I had the intention for a while. However, after the paperwork 
| got lost in the mail not once but twice, my excitement dwindled. I can imagine this being 
the case for many other college students as well. Apart from the lazy ones like myself, 

there are also the international students waiting for citizenship who, despite their will- 

ingness to make a difference, and simply not allowed take part in the U.S. elections. The 
| ones who can vote don’t want to, and the ones who want to can’t. Such seems to be the irony 


I’m a New York resident.yLet’s say I did get around 
to registering. But thensthe problem is, why. bother? 
New York always seems'to go blue during the presi- 
dential election and I see no signs of this changing. 
Regardless-of whethér | cast my ballot, the}Demo- 
cratic candidate will have New York’s electoral votes. 
So why waste my time? Along with New York, many 
other states are historically either Republican or 
Democratic. That’s why elections always come down 
to the’swing'states“IfT really wanted to maké a differ- 
ence, might as well move to Florida. 


I didn’t care much about the is- 
sues, because I didn’t feel per- 
sonally affected. This was one 
of my reasons for not wanting 
to vote in past elections. With 
healthcare reform and research 
policies, this is not much of an 
issue now. Perhaps with time, 
the preceding four issues will 
also resolve themselves, and I 
will become one of the proactive 
voters deciding our country’s 
fate. 


Catowner Uzard owner Bird owner 
Let's talk about how ' t 


this law will affect 
og owners across 
the country... 
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COURTESY OF TAKOYAKI 


COURTESY OF ANNIE RHEE 


Sometimes I feel like presidential candi- 
dates intentionally give vague answers. 
Listening to the grandiose statements pol- 
iticians are known to give, you can’t help 
but feel the adrenaline rush sometimes. 
I hear phrases like, “you can make a dif- 
ference” and “we can bring change to this 
world,” and feel absolutely empowered at 
the moment. But after the speech is over 
and I’m back to my day-to-day life, I can’t 
help but feel a sense of emptiness in the 
ambitious promises. Sometimes I wish 
candidates would give more concrete 
answers so I can have some substance to 
chew on when I’m making my choice. 
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Why abortion ca 


By RACHEL COHEN 


en | think about 

what Paul Ryan 

and Mitt Romney 

have said publicly, 

confidently and 

cavalierly about women on the 
campaign trail | feel very ner- 
vous. If you want to vote Repub- 
lican in this upcoming election, 
make sure you're informed about 
the consequences that choice 
might have on your reproductive 
future, or the future of your sis- 
ter, your mother, your 


reverse Roe v. Wade. 

Why is this important? Why 
not just make women’s repro- 
ductive rights a states’ issue? 

Arguing that reproductive 
health should be a “states” is- 
sue” is as hollow as the argu- 
ment that slavery should once 
again be a states’ issue. If the 
abolitionists had relinquished 
their efforts to such cries, then 
perhaps some Americans would 
still be enslaved today. 

When women originally be- 
gan to organize around the 
right to vote, starting 


daughter, your friend, 
or maybe more im- 
portantly, the future 
of the woman you 
don’t know. 

When asked_—s if 
the repeal of Roe 
v. Wade would be a 
good day for Ameri- 
ca, former Governor 
Romney responded, 
“Absolutely.” This past 
year on the anniversary of the 
Roe v. Wade decision, Romney 
released a statement saying, “To- 
day marks the 39th anniversary 
of one of the darkest moments 
in Supreme Court history.” 

Four members of the Supreme 
Court are in their seventies; it Is 
quite possible that the next Presi- 
dent will have the power to nom- 
inate one, if not two, new Su- 
preme Court justices. This could 
affect the political complexion 
of the court for a generation. 
To be clear, these new Justices 
could easily hold the power to 


Arguing that 
reproductive health 
should be a “states’ 

issue” is as hollow 
as the argument 
that slavery should 
once again be 
states’ issue. 


at the Seneca Falls 
Convention in 1848, 
they planned to go 
state by state. Wyo- 
ming, Colorado, and 
Idaho were respec- 
tively the first states 
to allow women’s 
suffrage. But now we 
have a constitutional 
amendment recog- 
nizing the right to 
vote as a universal right for all 
citizens, and it is unfathomable 
to imagine an America today 
where women’s suffrage would 
be left to some states but not 
others. 

The same should apply to 
reproductive rights. It should 
be unthinkable to allow some 
Americans the access to safe, 
and legal abortions and not oth- 
ers 

To be a student at Hopkins is 
to live in a world of privilege. 
Some of us come from privi- 
leged backgrounds, but all of 
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us are going to be graduating 
from this university with a di- 
ploma that serves as a ticket to 
more privileged job opportuni- 
ties than a vast majority of the 
country will ever know. 

What this means is that at 
the end of the day, maybe the 
possibility for Hopkins — stu- 
dents to access safe and legal 
abortions won’t really be af- 
fected by whoever is on the 
Supreme Court. If legal abor- 
tions become banned in the 
state where you or your loved 
ones live, flying to another 
state where it’s legal is a likely 
option. Or one can even go to 
another country to have the 
procedure done safely. But 
safe and legal medical proce- 
dures should be the right of all 
women, not just the women 
who can afford to circumvent 
an unfair system. 

It is also important to remem- 
ber that before 1973 women 
were still getting abortions. 
These abortions were risky and 
incredibly life-threatening. As 
waldo L. Fielding, a retired ob- 
stetrician and gynecologist who 
practiced for 38 years wrote 
in the New York Times, “I saw 
and treated almost every com- 
plication of illegal abortion that 
one could conjure, done either 
by the patient herself or by an 
abortionist — often unknowing, 
unskilled and probably uncar- 
ing. The familiar symbol of il- 
legal abortion is the infamous 
“coat hanger” — which may be 
the symbol, but is in no way a 
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myth. In my years in New York, 
several women arrived with a. 
hanger still in place. Whoever 
put it in — perhaps the patient 
herself — found it trapped in the 
cervix and could not remove It.” 

Before Roe v. Wade made 
safe and legal abortions avail- 
able, women were resorting, 
out of desperation, to whatever 
measures they could find to 
terminate a pregnancy that they 
were not in a position to go for- 
ward with. Women used darning 
needles, crochet hooks, cut- 
glass salt shakes, soda bottles 
and other homemade “tools.” 

As Fielding puts it, “Roe v. 
Wade did not mean that abor- 
tions could be performed. They 
have always been done, dat- 
ing from ancient Greek days. 
What Roe said was that ending 
a pregnancy could be carried 
out by medical personnel, in 
a medically accepted setting, 
thus conferring on women, fi- 
nally, the full rights of first-class 
citizens — and freeing their doc- 
tors to treat them as such.” 

Paul Ryan has said that he does 
not support abortions even in 
instances of rape. Mitt Romney 
has said he supports overturn- 
ing Roe v. Wade. In this coming 
election, consider yourself, and 
consider those in economic and 
social positions that might be 
less privileged than your own. 
And think about whether all 
women deserve the right to safe 
and legal reproductive health, or 
just the ones who happen to live 
in more progressive states. 
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Why today’s Republicans are on the wrong side of history 


By JIMMY LIN 


hen asked about social issues, young Republicans often dismiss the 
stances of their party and insist that we need to focus on the “real” 
(economic) issues. Unfortunately for the GOP, social issues are real 
issues. In fact, many voters dismiss the entire Republican platform 
solely due to social policy. This is regrettable. 

Although only time can effectively evaluate prudence on fiscal policy, there is a strong 
case that the conservative social policies of today are injudicious; they tend to alienate 
groups, hurting the GOP in the poll booth. Given the beliefs of our generation, little argu- 
ment is needed that the Republican Party is on the wrong side of history when it comes 
to major social matters such as the following: women’s rights, marriage equality, environ- 
mental awareness, and science research and development spending. 

The once progressive party of Lincoln responsible for freeing the slaves now holds the 
opposite reputation when it comes to social progress. As we briefly examine this small 
sample of issues, we should wonder, how long it will take until the Right realizes that its 


social stances are misguided? 


Women's rights 


The traditional gender gap is not sur- 
prising, as Republicans have opposed posi- 
tive legislation benefiting women such as 
the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act and the 
Violence Against Women Act. Moreover, 
the GOP platform regarding reproduc- 
tive rights is dated. Although the concept 
of ending unborn life is disconcerting, the 
idea of men trying to take away a woman's 
ability to make important decisions about 
her body is just as disturbing. Pregnan- 
cies resulting from rape should never be 
labeled “something that God intended to 
happen,” and women are not going to lose 
the right to choose in the United States. 
Roe vs. Wade Is here to stay. 

However, the Republican platform will 
not likely relinquish this position within the 
next half-century. Deeply seated religious 
beliefs will sustain the polarizing stigma of 
abortion indefinitely. 


Marriage equality 


History will look back and view those ve- 
hemently opposed to marriage equality as 
absurd as those who had opposed the Civil 
Rights Movement and interracial marriage 
inthe 1960's. There is absolutely no moral or 
logical argument for outlawing gay marriage. 
The views of the majority of our generation 
have it right. 


The Republican Party is needlessly alien- 
ating voters by championing legislation like 
the Defense of Marriage Act. By the middle 
of the next decade, we, as a nation, will look 
back at this issue and feel embarrassed 
that it was even an issue. 


Environmental awareness 


The only two instances of the word “cli- 
mate” -as it refers to the environment— 
appearing in the 2012 Republican Plat- 
form aim to disparage President Obama's 
concern over climate change. The Republi- 
can position on climate change contrasts 
the consensus of the scientific community. 
Unfortunately for the GOP, our generation 
has grown more environmentally con- 
scious than any former generation. 

The overwhelming scientific evidence 
alone will cause the Republican Party to re- 
introduce the concept of climate change in 
their platform by next election cycle. 


Research spending 


People with advanced degrees (MD, 
PhD, JD) overwhelmingly vote Democratic 
(CNN 2006); until the GOP makes critical 
changes on its spending policies, it will re- 
main this way. For instance, the outstand- 
ing preference of military spending over 
education and research funding is particu- 
larly myopic. . 
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While conservatives can argue that we 
should be cutting college funding on the 
federal level, few would contest that such 
policies could only hurt the GOP with col- 
lege-age voters. 

Moreover, the journals Science and 
Nature often apprise the scientific com- 
munity about spending cuts to research 
funding proposed by the Republican House; 
a recent Nature article asserts that Paul 
Ryan's plan “casts [a] shadow on science.” 
The ,Republican Vice Presidential candi- 
date and chairman of the House budget 
committee seeks to make deep cuts to 
science research budgets ($3.2 billion in 
the fiscal year 2012). On the other hand, 
Governor Romney plans to increase de- 
fense spending by $2 trillion over the next 
decade. The military never asked for this 
amount of money. Rather, “military leaders 
have testified in support of [Obama's mili- 
tary] spending plan” (Politifact 2012). 

This apparent preoccupation with mili- 
tary over science and education will be slow 
to change. As long as influence over candi- 
dates can be purchased through unlimited 
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campaign contributions, this policy will not 
undergo significant transformation. 

Both Democrats and Republicans are 
susceptible to the influence of these do- 
nors. Once campaign finance reform is suc- 
cessfully implemented, both parties will ex- 
perience a greater freedom to change their 
positions. If no such reform happens, the 
GOP will likely continue to err on the wrong 
side of history regarding these social issues 
and therefore fail to gain a significant per- 
centage of the young voting bloc. 

At the latest, the Republican Party will 
remove itself from the majority of misguid- 
ed social policies in twenty years. Once 
the guard changes and members of our 
own generation are in charge, the Right's 
stances will evolve significantly. It is our 
generation that will help the august mem- 
bers of the Republican Party realize that 
their views fall on the wrong side of history. 
Once the GOP changes its social stances, 
conservative fiscal principles will receive 
greater clout and the Republican Party as 
a whole will gain credibility with younger 
generations. 
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By DANIELLE STERN 


ammy Baldwin, a Democrat 
from Wisconsin's 2nd Dis- 
trict, is running for Senate 
against staunch Republican 
opponent, former Wisconsin 
Governor Tommy Thompson. If elected, 
Baldwin would become the first openly 
gay Senator in United States history. 

Baldwin’s tenure in the House of 
Representatives has let to her rank- 
ing as the 19th most liberal member 
of Congress, a title that she intends to 
defend once assuming her seat. She is 
a force to be reckoned with, an icon 
of strength for the LGBT community 
and a voice which must remain in of- 
fice. 

Baldwin is a self-identified “Progres- 
sive,” and embodies that term in every 
sense of the word. She is an active voice 
in the fight for affordable health care for 
all Americans and is the lead sponsor in 
the House of Representatives of the 
Buffett Rule. According to an interview 
with a Wisconsin-based news outlet, 
and as supported by her actions, Bald- 
win strongly believes that “millionaires 
and billionaires” should pay at least the 
same tax rate as hard-working middle 
class families. 

But Baldwin is more than just a fight- 
ing force against partisanship in the 
United States, she is also an icon of 
change. Baldwin's presence and fighting 
spirit, are more than simply “progres- 
sive,” she is progress. In the words of 
a blog post by Human Rights Campaign 
(HRC) Editorial and Digital Media Intern 
Leanne Naramore, “Baldwin is a cham- 
pion of LGBT equality.” 

As a member of the House of Rep- 
resentatives since 1999, Baldwin has 
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been influential on a number of legis- 
lative advancements. Notably, Nara- 
more continues to refer to Baldwin 
as a “key player in establishing the 
Congressional LGBT Equality Caucus 
in 2008, the sole purpose of which is 
to repeal discriminatory laws and to 
achieve full equality for LGBT people.” 

Baldwin has strongly stood up for the 
rights of the LGBT community in every 
aspect of civil rights and equality. She 
has worked to end workplace discrimi- 
nation through the famed Employment 
Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA), and 
fought vehemently to expand the defini- 
tion of hate crimes to include violence 
based on sexual orientation and gender 
identity/expression. 

Tammy Baldwin should not be a po- 
larizing figure. She is a family woman 
from the Midwest who is passionate 
about equality. In the words of her 
website, “Tammy has never forgot: 
ten who she works for and that every 
voice matters.” Yes, Tammy Baldwin 
puts the middle class first, and is a 
great proponent of hard work and 
subsequent reward. Tammy Baldwin 
is a “progressive,” a “liberal” even, 
but what Tammy Baldwin is not, is a 
“radical lesbian knocking on [the] Sen- 
ate door.” 

Jeffrey T. Kuhner published an article 
in The Washington Times just last week 
referring to Baldwin's candidacy as a 
“watershed for the homosexual move- 
ment and a major blow against tradition- 
al America.” The author believes that 
Baldwin wants to “advance the destruc- 
tive sexual revolution of the 1960s,” in 
other words, she is the “antithesis of 
the working-class liberalism embodied 
by Presidents Franklin D. Roosevelt and 
Harry Truman.” 
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According to Kuh- 
ner, Baldwin's ultimate 
goal is to “encourage 
other avowed gays and 
lesbians to enter high 
office” thereby promot- 
ing a “legitimacy” of 
“immoral and unnatu- 
ral” homosexual behav- 
ior that is “enshrined in 
law.” 

Ultimately, while 
there is little in Kuh- 
ner’s article, that is 
not incredibly and erro- 
neously inflammatory, 
he is not wrong in re- 
porting Baldwin's de- 
sire to “break through 
the glass ceiling.” 

Approximately 5 
percent of U.S. citi- 
zens identify as Les- 
bian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender or any 
other queer identity. Out of the 100 
senators, which supposedly “repre- 
sent” their constituents, shouldn't 
there be at least a few who might be 
able to actively stand with the needs 
of the LGBT community? 

In Baldwin’s words, “partisanship has 
regrettably been elevated above getting 
the people’s business done.” Couldn't 
we say the same of this “personal” poli- 
tics that prevents an actual analysis of 
the issues? 

lf Baldwin were in a legally-recog- 
nized heterosexual marriage with two 
kids, would her strong stance on abor- 
tion be any less offensive? Were she 
not “{undermining] the basic family 
unit” in a “senseless act of hubris and 
social engineering,” would her strong 
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Tammy Baldwin (D) is running against Tommy Thompson (R) in Wisconsin. 


backing of middle-class families and 
small businesses be just a bit less dis- 
tressing? 

While her traditionally Democratic 
beliefs can be polarizing to some, Bald- 
win’s critics rarely focus on her politics. — 
Tammy Baldwin is more than her sexual 
orientation, just as all LGBT people are, 
because Tammy Baldwin is an American 
who loves her country and fights for 
what is right. 

Tammy Baldwin is a not “radical les- 
bian,” nor is she simply “knocking on 
[the] Senate door.” Tammy Baldwin is a 
remarkable woman, who, with the help 
of her millions of supporters of Nov. 6, 
will become the first openly gay Sena- 
tor to serve in the United States. Now 
that’s progress. 
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f you are a feminist, then 
you are likely a Democrat. 
But is this a justified ste- 
reotype? 

There can be some- 
thing read into the background 
of the wives of each presiden- 
tial candidate. Michelle Obama 
‘went to Princeton for her un- 
dergraduate degree and then 
attended Harvard Law School. 
She has also worked as a law- 
yer. These qualifications show. 
Her speech at the 2012 Dem- 
ocratic National Convention 
made me wish she were run- 
ning for president. 

Ann Romney is also college- 
educated. Throughout her life 
she has served her family as 
a homemaker. She became a 
mother while still an under- 
graduate, raised her family and 
has been involved in charity 
work and community service. 
However, one might argue she has 
never held a real job. 

Of course, one cannot condemn 
Ann Romney for not holding the 
same accolades as Michelle Obama. 
Ms. Romney’s life choices are valid 
in their own way; they reflect an 
old-fashioned notion of women as 
primarily wives and mothers. 

Of course, the status of our poten- 
tial first ladies does not indicate that 
Republicans are anti-women; it only 
suggests that the Democratic Party 
may be a better home for feminists. 

Yet it can be argued that conser- 
vatism at its core wants to protect 
women. The pressure on couples 
with children to get married makes 

‘it less likely for a man to get a 
woman pregnant and then aban- 
don her. Marriage holds people 
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accountable. (This conservatism 
would actually seem to support 
gay marriage, but that’s a topic for 
another day.) 

The conservative approach to fe- 
male sexuality can also be viewed 
as a way to ensure women’s safety. 
It may be outdated, but this per- 
spective suggests that if women 
are more careful about expressing 
their sexuality, they are less likely 
to get into situations involving un- 
wanted pregnancies or the strain of 
single motherhood. 

While this double standard may 
be incredibly unfair—men do not 
have the same restrictions placed 
upon them—it is perhaps a realistic 
way of looking out for women. 

Of course it is not the only way. 
The Democratic option relies more 
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on women’s freedom. To protect 
this freedom, people of the left 
support access to birth control and 
the right to abortion. 

But what concerns me more than 
either party’s views is women’s po- 
sition in politics in general. Women 
serve in many ranks of government, 
and we currently have a female Sec- 
retary of State. But there still seems 
to be some sort of glass ceiling. No 
woman has ever been in serious con- 
tention for president. Women have 
run, but not gotten as far as men. 
Hillary Rodham Clinton came close 
during the Democratic Primaries to 
be the 2008 presidential candidate, 
but lost to Barack Obama. 

Sarah Palin’s trajectory in the 
same 2008 presidential election 
also says something about women’s 
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role in politics. 

She reached a high level of 
power and prominence, be- 
coming the Republican VP 
candidate for 2008. After her 
debut at the Republican Na- 
tional Convention, Palin be- 
came a punching bag for the 
media. 

| agree that Palin has said 
absolutely ridiculous things. 
| will grant that she’s an easy 
target for mockery. But | would 
also suggest that the particular 
way in which she was vilified 
had a lot to do with her gender. 

No one in the 2008 election 
was-a bigger joke than Palin. 
As the only woman in the mix, 
this stood out. 

Since she was a Republican 
VP candidate, we can assume 
that most attacks on her came 
from the left. So is the alleg- 
edly pro-women Democratic 
Party actually more to blame 
for utterly disqualifying the 
only woman in the race? 

| don’t think that there is a con- 
scious dismissal of women on the 
part of most people from either side 
of the political spectrum. 

But it is worth noting that our so- 
ciety in general does not seem to 
want women to get beyond a cCer- 
tain point in the political sphere. 

Sure, maybe we've just had the 
wrong women running. Palin proba- 
bly wouldn't have been a good Vice 
President anyway. But how could it 
be that in all the years of our sup- 
posedly free nation, we have never 
seriously considered a woman for 
the ultimate leadership position? 

Next election, | want to see a 
woman in the final battle for presi- 
dent. I’m tired of judging women 
only as potential first ladies. 
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Presidential candidates examined via their sports team alfiliations 


By ERICK SUN 


ith the 2012 Presi- 

dential Election 

coming up in less 

than a week, there 

has been much dis- 
cussion over the issues. which sepa- 
rate Republican nominee Mitt Rom- 
ney and the incumbent President 
Barack Obama. There are debates 
ranging from healthcare to econom- 
ics, international relations to home- 
land security, and all for good rea- 
son. 

However, one issue this News-Let- 
ter Sports Editor would like to take a 
look at is something just about every 
American can relate to. 


Professional sports permeates 


American culture like apple pie. Ac- 
cording to a poll done way back in 
1998, the sports-only channel ESPN 
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reached 70 percent of homes. If any 
one of these candidates could get 
70 percent of Americans to agree on 
something, you'd have a landslide 
Presidential win on your hands. 
Or how about this? This summer's 
Olympics on NBC were the most 
watched event in U.S. history with 
219 million people tuning in. 

So with that being said, let us 
not break down these candidates 
based on trivial issues like universal 
healthcare, but instead dig deeper 
into what really matters: their sports 
affiliations. 

NBA 

From the time he stepped into of- 
fice, Obama has not been shy about 
his love of basketball. And although 
he’s had players such as Miami Heat 
stars LeBron James and Dwyane 
Wade play at the White House, the 
former Illinois Senator is a Chicago 
man through-and-through. 
While honoring the 2011 
Champion Dallas Mavericks 
at the White House two sea- 
son ago, Obama praised the 
Mavs, saying “This was a 
remarkable run, a great vic- 
tory,” while adding in his 
own jab “It’s too bad that 
next year, it’ll be the Chicago 
Bulls.” Although 2012 didn't 
fare too well with reigning 
MVP Derrick Rose falling to 
a torn ACL, the Bulls have 
consistently been one of the 
best teams in the league. 

For the Republicans, Rom- 
ney has proven his love of 
the Celtics by attending nu- 
merous games at their home 
court, the TD Garden. His 
fandom has been well re- 
warded as the Celtics, led by 
the emotional Kevin Garnett, 
won the NBA title in 2007 


The Johns Hopkins News-Letter — 


The Underground 


», 2 Le 
COURTESY OF TAPE VIA FLICKR 


The Red Sox's dramatic finish in the 2004 World Series gives Romney an edge over Obama in MLB picks. 


and have challenged the Bulls for the 
top spot in the East for the past five 
years. 

With the amount of success each 
team has had, this one’s a draw. 

MLB 

While being President of the Unit- 
ed States can cause quite the stress 
on an individual, at least Obama 
never had to suffer through a sea- 
son rooting for the Chicago Cubs. 
Obama managed to escape the 104 
year long curse of the self-dubbed 
“lovable losers” by rooting for the 
White Sox, even enjoying the glory 
of a World Series victory in 2005 his 
first year in the Senate. 

But Obama’s 2005 World Series 
victory pales in comparison to 2004, 
the year Romney oversaw his Red 
Sox come back from a 3-0 deficit to 
the hated Yankees en route to the 
club’s first World Series win in 86 
years. While the BoSox have fallen 
on harder times than America dur- 
ing the 2008 financial crisis, Romney 
will always have 2004 to fall back on. 


NHL 

It’s just too depressing to talk 
about. 

NFL 

While not as enthusiastic about 
football as he is about basketball, 
there is still no doubt Obama loves 
his Bears. Unfortunately, not even 
the backing of the President has been 
able to push quarterback Jay Cutler 
and “DAAA Bears” into playoff suc- 
cess. While the team has regularly 
started hot with great optimism, 
they often falter as the season wears 
along. 

But perhaps not going so far in the 
playoffs is a blessing in disguise. Ask 
Romney and any other New England 
Patriots fan since 2007. Two excruci- 
ating losses to the New York Giants 
in the Super Bowl have slammed the 
once proud Patriots back to earth. 
On this one, Obama and his ever me- 
diocre Bears take the cake. 

So after all that debate, where 
does the score lie? Obama 1, Romney 
1. Well, s**t. 
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he presidential election is fast 

approaching and like plenty of 

Americans, I am an undecided 

voter. Now granted, I am not 

the most politically savvy, nor 
doI claim to be the most knowledgeable 
about the issues. However, in a few days 
[will fill out my absentee ballot, putting 
my trust in one candidate over another. I 
have a choice to make. 

Much of my political knowledge I 
Jearned from overhearing my parents, half 
listening to the news or reading the front 
page of The New York Times website. I grew 
up in a traditionally conservative family, 
in an immensely conservative town. The 
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Ant-Obama images like this one appear everywhere on the “Nobama” Facebook page. 
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word “liberal” was treated with raised 
eyebrows and a hint of annoyance; calling 
someone a “Democrat” was practically an 
insult. 

The town itself has the highest per- 
centage of Irish-Americans in any mu- 
nicipality in the United States and is so 
conservative that a local business owner 
received national attention for an Anti- 
Obama exhibition in front of his store. The 
display included a depiction of Obama 
as a witch doctor, an explicit F.Y.B.O. hat 
and an Obama doll wearing a “Fail” t- 
shirt. If that wasn’t clear enough, next to 
it the owner stuck a “Romney, Ryan 2012” 
bumper sticker. I wonder what his politi- 
cal views could possibly be.... 

Not to mention, every time I go on 
Facebook, I'm 
badgered by posts 
from friends at 
home and _ their 
conservative 
relatives, mainly 
grandmothers, 
sharing link af- 
ter link from the 
“Nobama” page, 
pushing  decid- 
edly Romney 
propaganda, lik- 
ing “Nurses for 
Mitt,” and stead- 
fastly | support- 
ing the idea that 
Obama is a secret 
Muslim. 

Coming from 
this: background, 
I should either 
be a brainwashed 
conservative or 
like my town’s 
Democratic mi- 
nority, horrified 
to the extreme. 
Instead, I’m mild- 
ly amused. Some- 
times I think that 
the way people 
express their po- 


litical views is 
COURTESY OF FACEBOOK too absurd to be 
real life. 


I see the ridiculous eonservative ex- 
tremes; I recognize the radical rashness. 
There is no one in the world that would 
want to be associated with that kind of 
logic. I should be running straight into 
Obama’s arms. But in truth, I’m not en- 
tirely sold. 

My main complaint at the moment is 
the state of the economy. I don’t believe 
in finger pointing; I don’t think it’s pos- 
sible to blame one person for the entire 
economic trouble. But nobody can deny 
it: the nation is struggling. I can’t reiter- 
ate Obama or Romney’s economic plans 
word-for-word. Nor would I even pre- 
tend to understand how they would or 
would not work; but like many undecid- 
ed Americans, I am faced with the pres- 
ent state of our country. More and more 
people I care about losing their jobs. I’m 
watching people live paycheck-to-pay- 
check or unemployment check to unem- 
ployment check. In a few years I’m facing 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in debt. 
These are my own personal problems. As 
a country, we face an ever-increasing def- 
icit. The U.S. debt clock could induce fear 
in every American. 

It’s a sticky situation and Romney, with 
his background in business, seems like a 
strong alternative to the current state of 
affairs under the Obama administration. I 
understand that we cannot blame Obama 
alone, but a strong case can be made for 
giving someone else a chance to try and 
“fix” the economy. 

_ As far as the issues that surround ey- 
ery election, I know my beliefs but none 
of them coincide with a specific candi- 
date. I’m pro-gun control, pro-gay mar- 
riage, but quite possibly one of the few 
college students on this campus that is 
still undecided about the pro-life, pro- 
choice debate. All I know is that I am 
strongly anti-abortion but I believe in 
choice. 

I applaud Obama’s aid in overruling 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.” However, I have 
serious reservations about bigger govern- 
ment spending and Obamacare. 

While I might be persuaded to vote 
for Obama since he supports many of my 
views, I was not impressed by his perfor- 
mance in the first debate. I did not un- 
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derstand how he could seem so far away 
from the issues, choosing to talk about 
the importance education instead of ac- 
tually explaining how he planned to help 
fix the economy. On the other end of the 
spectrum, Romney was prepared — he 
had a plan and he expressed it. Obama 
could not have seemed more distant, re- 
peating the same claims over and over 
again. Romney was a much more con- 
vincing candidate. 

But is Romney just a good salesman? 
The media claims that both candidates 
are sprouting lies. It is almost impossible 
to discover what's real about their claims. 
I want to know the truth and it’s impos- 
sible to tell which “truth” is a pack of lies. 
The nation can never get a straight answer 
from either candidate. Not to mention that 
the “straight answer” might not even be 
true. Thinking about the web of lies makes 
my head spin. 

The political system in general is 
something I find frustrating. | want a 
politician to stand for his own views 
and not have to conform to his party’s 
mottos. I want to elect someone who can 
stand up for what they think is right. 
Maybe that is asking too much, but both 
candidates leave a lot to be desired. I 
wish they would avoid personal attacks 
that are supposed sway voters and lay 
out a plan for our country. May the best 
plan win. 

And it doesn’t help that a lot of people 
seems to have an infallible opinion, dis- 
missing any view that is not their own. 
If I hear one more person say that if their 
candidate loses the election, they will flee 
the country, I, myself, might actually flee 
the country. 

This is the first presidential election 
in which I can cast my vote and I should 
be overwhelmed with excitement. In- 


~ stead I’m simply overwhelmed: how can 


I make a decision? Should I spend hours 
upon hours reading the fine print of 
each candidate’s “plan” for our nation’s 
future? Should I stick to my most im- 
portant issue? Should I demand change? 
Should I rebel and vote for a third-party 
candidate? 

All I know is that sometimes, I really 
hate politics. 


November 1, 2012 


Take the dining survey and 
win cool free stuff* 


Look for the QR codes around campus 
or look for the link on 
www. jhu.campusdish.com 


*You can enter to win: 
a $100 Visa Gift Card, 

one of three $50 Visa Gift Cards, or 

one of five- 25 Visa Gift Cards 


*PLUS, every [Oth respondent will receive a ae 
coupon for a free 6” sub sandwich from the Charles St. Market 
ot Savory Deli at Levering Food Court 


If you have any questions, email us at dining@hd. jhuedu 


